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The Woodland Walks

Three colour-coded trails, two circular (red and blue) and one an extension (orange), start by Keele Hall and cover
the lower reaches of campus. The red trail has an all-weather surface but parts of the other two can be soft under-
foot so suitable footwear is advised. Please take care by open water. Where possible, trees mentioned in the text
have labels affixed to them. The red trail takes about an hour. Note that the removal of Larch and Rhododendron in
2015 altered the landscape considerably and much new planting will take place in the coming years.

A. Take the path that leads down to the left of Keele Hall and bear left along the far side of Lake 1. On the left of
the path is a Giant Redwood Sequoiadendron giganteum. Notice the soft, fibrous air-filled bark, designed to
protect the tree from forest fires. Notice also the small excavations, some with bird droppings. These are
the roosting sites of Treecreepers. On the lake side of the track is a deciduous Swamp Cypress 7axodium
distichum which is related to the Dawn Redwood but the leaves are alternate on the branch rather than op-
posite as in the latter species. Note the orange, stringy bark.

B. Continue past some Scots Pines Pinus sylvestris and a Deodar Cedar Cedrus deodara on your left and
Japanese Maples on your right until you come to a path on your left. Here on the left are some West-
ern Hemlocks 7suga heterophylla with rather Yew-like leaves and a small, long-needled Ponderosa
Pine Pinus ponderosa. A little further on the left is a small Medlar Mespilus germanica and on the
right a large Grey Poplar Populus x canescens with a heavily sculptured bark and white felty
undersides to the leaves which are quite spectacular in the sunlight.

C. Continue past the site of the old boathouse and the dam on your right until you reach
a magnificent Fern-leaved Beech Fagus sylvatica Asplenifolia’ on your left. The leaves
are deeply dissected, quite unlike those of Common Beech fagus sylvatica; one of
which is growing behind it.

Continue along the path until you meet the main path. Here, you can turn right, cross the
dam and return to Keele Hall. Our walk continues left following the blue trail.

D. On your right is Barnes Dell. Here there are a number of unusual trees includ-
ing Handkerchief Tree Davidia involucrata, Katsura Tree Cercidiphy/- i
lum japonica, Deciduous Camellia
Stewartia pseudocamelia,
Snowbell Tree Styrax
Japonicus, Rauli Noth-
ofagus procera, Red=
bud Hazel Disanthus
cercidifolius and various
Maples. Note also the
large arum-like plant
Skunk Cabbage Lysichi-
tum americanum growing by
the stream.

E. Continue along the path and
make a small diversion to
the right to stand on the dam
between lakes 4 and 5. Lake 4
is covered in yellow-flowered
Fringed Waterlily Nymphoides
peltata while on the left, below
the dam, is a large Caucasian
Wingnut Pterocarya fraxinifolia.
Note long thread-like flower stalks,
wingnut-like fruits, frond-like
leaves, and the way in which
it suckers.

Continue a short way along the
path where you can bear right and
continue around the far side of the
lake 5 and back to Keele Hall, fol-
lowing the blue trail. Note that this
section is not suitable for wheel-
chairs or those needing a flat path.
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=== The southern arm of the walk is unsuitable for wheelchairs and
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We continue southwards, following the orange trail markers; the path from here on is uneven and can be
quite muddy and is not suitable for wheelchairs or those needing a flat path.

F. 100m along this path, on the right, is a small collection of ash trees including Narrow-leaved Fraxinus
angustifolia, Red F. pennsylvanica, Manna . ornus, Caucasian . oxycarpa and, of par-
ticular note, Oregon ash ~. /atifolia with its woolly leaves and hairy twigs.

G. Follow the path past the Norway Spruce Picea abies
plantation on your right and recently felled area on your
left until you reach a track coming in from Lymes Road
on your left.

H. Among the Norway Spruce are four Giant
"Redwoods.

I. Lake 6 is now hardly discernible so, continu-
ing along the track, you reach Lake 7. Here
there are the remains of a waterwheel in a
building. On the left are some Hybrid Black
Poplars Populus x canadensis and Wych
Elm Umus glabra.

J. Continuing along the track,
the stream is in a small
gully which is covered in
Bluebells Hyacinthoides
non-scripta and Wild
Garlic Allium
ursinum in the
spring.

0%

K. Follow
RS the track
There are three circular walks indicated by coloured waymarking posts: as it bends
=== An all weather trail suitable for wheelchair users (1 Km). sharply to

the right and
climbs steeply
up the hill. This
is known as Beech Clump
because of the large Beech trees that
once grew here. The hill was artificially raised by
Sneyd to improve the view from the Hall!

can be muddy (1% Km).

Rough terrain and can be muddy in wet weather. Some climbing.
(1% Km extension to blue trail). You can leave the track and
return along Lymes Road and Clock House Drive.

Alternative tracks.

L. Follow the track down the other side and bear round to the left.
On your right is a plantation of Hornbeam Carpinus betulus, while on your
left, as you near the stream, is a grove of Roble Beech Nothofagus obliqua.

Follow the track left until you reach Lake 5 again and continue along the blue trail,
past Lake 4 and Barnes Dell until you reach Lake 3 where we pick up the red trail
again. Those needing a flat path should return on the right-hand side of lake 5.

M. Lake 3 is covered with Yellow Waterlilies Nuphar lutea in summer and is a good spot
for Grey Wagtail and Kingfisher. On the left of the track is an Ash-leaved Maple Acer
negundo and a Hornbeam Carpinus betulus, while to the right is a Tree of Heaven Ajlanthus
altissima, Western Red Cedar Thuja plicata and Sitka Spruce Picea sitchensis

N. At the bottom of the lawn is a group of two Giant Redwoods and a Noble Fir Abies procera. To
the right of the track is a Holm Oak Quercus ilex and behind that a Cedar of Lebanon Cedlrus /ibanii.
Lake 1 has attracted Coot, Little Grebe and even a Mandarin Duck.

0. Follow the path towards the Hall until you reach the White Well, formerly a water supply for the Hall. To
the side of it is a Pagoda Tree Sophora japonica.
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