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Sustainable Rural Futures (SURF) Leverhulme Doctoral Scholarship Programme
Application Form 2026: Supervisor-designed Projects
This application form is for candidates applying for an advertised supervised-designed project. Please read the accompanying SURF application guidance before completing this form. You are recommended to discuss your application with the project lead supervisor prior to completing this application.
	Name:
	


	Project Title
	☐	1. Carbon sequestration in rural landscapes: opportunities, perceptions and risks 
☐	2. Retrofitting village halls for sustainable rural futures
☐   	3. Cultural ecosystems services of dry riverbeds in rural landscapes
☐   	4. Cultivating a green rural workforce: building inclusive green skills for a rural sustainable transition
☐   	5. Contemporary nature writing: shaping rural landscapes
☐   	6. Sustainable crop pest management options for the future: perception and practice
☐   	7. Women’s Words, Farming Futures
☐   	8. Lively waters: multispecies entanglements in UK reservoir development. 
☐   	9. Biological and social priorities to reconnect nature in agricultural landscapes. 
☐   	10. Delivering the ‘30’minute rural’: The role of new technologies in addressing the mobility needs of rural communities.
☐   	11. Industrial heritage in a changing climate: Drought, floods and memory at threatened sites.
☐   	12. Mammalian diversity and zoonotic risk at rural waste interfaces: Linking livelihoods, land use and emerging disease in the Midlands of the UK.



	PhD Programme:
Please select the PhD programme you would like to register for.
	☐ 	Biology
☐ 	Computer Science
☐ 	Economics
☐ 	English
☐ 	Environment
☐ 	Geography (Human)
☐ 	Geography (Physical)
☐ 	Geology
☐ 	History
☐ 	Law
☐ 	Media, Communications and Culture
☐ 	Politics and International Relations
☐ 	Psychology
☐ 	Sociology




	[bookmark: _Hlk158046122]Please describe why you are interested in the project and what academic approaches or literature do you think are relevant for its development.  500 words 

	











	References Please include a list of references that you have consulted to describe your approach to the project.


	


























	What methodologies and data analysis do you propose to use for this project?  250 words

	























	[bookmark: _Hlk158047031]What societal impact do you think this project can have, and how can this impact be realised?  250 words 

	












	How will you contribute to the SURF cohort, and to the development of SURF principles around community-led and more-than-human approaches? 250 words

	













	[bookmark: _Hlk158047043]Developing research skills is fundamental to all SURF projects. What further training will you require to carry out this project? This may include developing your academic knowledge, methodologies and data analysis skills, collaboration engagement and impact skills. 250 words
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