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Arts for Advocacy LN

Creative engagement with forced displacement in Morocco

Investigators: Laura Jeffery (Social Anthropologist) Mariangela Palladino (Cultural Studies), and Sébastien
Bachel et (Soci al Anthropol ogi st)

.. \ R
Ke ele 74 Arts & Humanities : R F THE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY Research Council Global Challenges Research Fund QfEDINBURGH



Project Partners

o GADEM ( NGOsupporti ng f orced mi grants
i n Morocco),

o ALECMA (forced migrants’ associ ationin
Morocco),

o DABATEATR (creative artists’ col | ectivein
Morocco), and

o GRAMNet ( Gl asgowRef ugee, Asyl umand
Mi grati on Net work) i J



Project’s Aims
and Objectives

o Capaci ty bui |l di ng of NGOs, creati ve engagenent of
m grants, andi ntercul tural exchange between
Moroccans and m grants.

o Generate fresh enpiri cal and theoretical insights
onthepolitics of displacenent, transition, and
resettl| enment i n Morocco;

o Enhance the research and advocacy capaci ty of
| ocal and nati onal NGOs worki ng i n support of
di spl aced comruni ti es i n Morocco t hrough
sustai nabl e engagenent and advocacy programmes;

o Enhance the advocacy capacity of grassroots migrants’
associ ations;

o Buil drel ati onshi ps, devel op partnershi ps, and
exchange best practi ce transnati onal | y bet ween
Morocco and the UK and across academ a and t he
t hi rd sect or worki ng on forced di spl acenent.




Morocco

o A country usually described as a country of
emigration but which is also increasingly
characterised by transit and immigration —

especi al Iy for a growi ng popul ati on of

sub- Saharan m grants fl eei ng conflict | Vi M

and poverty, and nore recently forthose : sl =W i o <
fl eei ng the warinSyri a. 3 |

An LMIC (low middle income country) on
the DAC (development assistance
committee) List of ODA Recipients for 2018-

20.

Phot o Credi t: Sébastien Bachel et
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“Ref ugees st op bei ng speci fi c persons and
becone pure vi cti ns i ngeneral : uni versal
man, uni versal woman, uni versal chi | d, and,

takentoget her, universal fanily” Malkki 1996
Wi

w e

Canvi sual representati ons go beyond provi di ng nere spectacl e
or acting as means of surveillance? Can the depiction of suffering
induce a radical change of direction in the viewer’'s noral conpass?



Methods

o depl oynent of arts-based net hods as soci al
researchtool s toengage w thdispl aced
communi ti es;

o transformati ve power of creati ve arts for
advocacy and research on f orced
di spl acenent;

o arts-based methods is usually limited to the
‘global north’. Qur proj ect adapts this
met hodol ogi cal approachi nthe context of
f orced di spl acenment i n Morocco.

o Activeratherthanpassi ve engagenent.
Works hops as (creati ve) neans to(social)
ends.



“| was very enthusiastic when he told me about the workshop on
photography and editing... | di d not knowi t was about m grati on. When
| foundout, thenl | ovedtheidea. | had never spent ti ne w th sub-
Saharans, it was thefirst tine. | di dnot have speci fic i deas about

sub- Saharans bef ore but | heard a |l ot of stereotypes about them
bef ore, that they just cone fromcountri es at warandi nfam ne. But
| worked wi th t hemi nthe workshop on phot ography and vi deo and
| earnt that they are capabl e of thi nki ng and of bei ng creati ve. |
woul d | ove t o work wi t h themagai n. The workshop gave ne t he
opport uni ty to overcone sone stereotypi cal i deas | heard bef ore.
There is no difference between Moroccans and sub-Saharans. In fact, they
are smarter than a lot of Moroccans. That’s the idea | am leaving with. |
want to work with them again...1t i s not the vi deo t hat nade ne change
ny m nd about sub-Saharans. It was thei nteracti ons wi th sub-
Saharans in the workshop, communicating with them, talking about
different things, understanding their thoughts.”

“What attracted me to the workshop is everyone’s f ri endl i ness.
Sub-Saharans and Moroccans have an image of one another. In the
workshop ... Everyone had t he sanme noti vati on.
It was very informative through art and integration. A woman ... who
wears the veil and is Moroccan. She was comfortable with everyone. It's
not easy to see that here.”



Outputs
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Films Toolkit Exhibitions
http: //artsforadvocacy. org/video/ http://artsforadvocacy. org/tool k http://artsforadvocacy. org/exhi bi ti
it/ ons/

Un Nouveau Souffl e (And Ti ne iy =

Breat hes) CREATIVE ARTS, l--l

E/Ih_ai r ol MIGRATION, —==

i ssed Ca

Mi grati on. Récits. Mouvenents. AND ADVOCACY Photographs
http: //artsforadvocacy. org/gall e
ry/

Afor AForum(Scot! and) Video/ Villades Arts Vi deo


http://artsforadvocacy.org/video/
http://artsforadvocacy.org/toolkit/
http://artsforadvocacy.org/events/#RFS
https://vimeo.com/277642938
http://artsforadvocacy.org/exhibitions/
http://artsforadvocacy.org/toolkit/

Mobilising Access to Rights for Artists in
Morocco (MARAM)

AHRC - GCRF Follow on Funding 'Impact and Engagement'

MARAM ( Arabi ¢ @l J«f or Wsh, Aspi ration) is achal | enge-driven
proj ect whichains tofosterandi nfl uence changei n Morocco by
enhanci ng access tosocial, cul tural, and econom c opportuni ties
for margi nal artists shapi ngl ong-termsustai nabl e changeinthe
cultural politics of Morocco, an LMIC on the DAC List of ODA Recipients for
2018-20.

MARAM will build on and broaden the impact of our innovative GCRF project
(“Arts for Advocacy”) i nshifti ng opi ni ons, contri buti ng to debates,
and i nf orm ng m grati on policies i n Morocco.



GCRF Research in Parliament:

“Mobilising Global Voices: Perspectives from
the Global South”

Bri ng tothe UK Parl i anent the voi ces and perspecti ves of AHRC
GCRF f unded researchers, cul tural and devel opnent
organi sati ons, as wel | as di verse partners i n Lowand Mi ddl e
| ncone Countries (LMICs);

Di scuss howarts and hunani ti es researchininternati onal
devel opnment can nmake a strong contri buti on to Parlianmentary
Comm ttees, i nternati onal devel oprment pol i cy- nmaki ng &
practi ce.

To generate and facilitate a neani ngful dial ogue on Nort h-
Sout h research part nershi ps.



