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Investigators: Laura Jeffery (Social Anthropologist) Mariangela Palladino (Cultural Studies), and Sébastien
Bachel et  ( Soci al  Ant hropol ogi s t )



Project Partners

o GADEM ( NGO support i ng f orced mi grant s  
i n Morocco) ,

o ALECMA (forced migrants’ associ at i on i n 
Morocco) ,

o DABATEATR (creative artists’ col l ect i ve i n 
Morocco) ,  and

o GRAMNet ( Gl asgow Ref ugee,  Asyl um and 
Mi grat i on Network)



Project’s Aims 
and Objectives

o Capaci t y bui l di ng of  NGOs,  creat i ve engagement  of  
mi grant s ,  and i nt ercul t ural  exchange between 
Moroccans  and mi grant s .

o Generat e f resh empi ri cal  and t heoret i cal  i ns i ght s  
on t he pol i t i cs  of  di spl acement ,  t rans i t i on,  and 
reset t l ement  i n Morocco;

o Enhance t he research and advocacy capaci t y of  
l ocal  and nat i onal  NGOs  worki ng i n support  of  
di spl aced communi t i es  i n Morocco t hrough 
sus t ai nabl e engagement  and advocacy programmes;

o Enhance the advocacy capacity of grassroots migrants’
associ at i ons ;

o Bui l d rel at i onshi ps ,  devel op part nershi ps ,  and 
exchange best  pract i ce t ransnat i onal l y bet ween 
Morocco and t he UK and across  academi a and t he 
t hi rd sect or worki ng on f orced di spl acement .



Morocco
o A country usually described as a country of
emigration but which is also increasingly
characterised by transit and immigration –
especi al l y f or a growi ng popul at i on of  
sub- Saharan mi grant s  f l eei ng conf l i ct  
and povert y,  and more recent l y f or t hose 
f l eei ng t he war i n Syri a.

o An LMIC (low middle income country) on
the DAC (development assistance
committee) List of ODA Recipients for 2018–
20.
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Can vi sual  represent at i ons  go beyond provi di ng mere spect acl e 
or acting as means of surveillance? Can the depiction of suffering

induce a radical change of direction in the viewer’smoral  compass?

“Ref ugees  st op bei ng speci f i c  persons  and 
become pure vi ct i ms  i n general :  uni versal  

man,  uni versal  woman,  uni versal  chi l d,  and,  
t aken t oget her,  uni versal  f ami l y” Malkki 1996



Methods

o depl oyment  of  art s - based met hods  as  soci al  
research t ool s  t o engage wi t h di spl aced 

communi t i es ;

o t rans f ormat i ve power of  creat i ve art s  f or 
advocacy and research on f orced 

di spl acement ;

o arts-based methods is usually limited to the
‘global north’. Our proj ect  adapt s  t hi s  

met hodol ogi cal  approach i n t he cont ext  of  
f orced di spl acement  i n Morocco.

o Act i ve rat her t han pass i ve engagement .  
Workshops  as  ( creat i ve)  means  t o ( soci al )  

ends .



“What attracted me to the workshop is everyone’s f ri endl i ness .  
Sub-Saharans and Moroccans have an image of one another. In the

workshop… Everyone had t he same mot i vat i on.  
It was very informative through art and integration. A woman… who

wears the veil and is Moroccan. She was comfortable with everyone. It's
not easy to see that here.”

“I was very enthusiastic when he told me about the workshop on
photography and editing… I  di d not  know i t  was  about  mi grat i on.  When 
I  f ound out ,  t hen I  l oved t he i dea.  I  had never spent  t i me wi t h sub-
Saharans ,  i t  was  t he f i rs t  t i me.  I  di d not  have speci f i c  i deas  about  

sub- Saharans  bef ore but  I  heard a l ot  of  s t ereot ypes  about  t hem 
bef ore,  t hat  t hey j us t  come f rom count ri es  at  war and i n f ami ne.  But  
I  worked wi t h t hem i n t he workshop on phot ography and vi deo and 
l earnt  t hat  t hey are capabl e of  t hi nki ng and of  bei ng creat i ve.  I  

woul d l ove t o work wi t h t hem agai n.  The workshop gave me t he 
opport uni t y t o overcome some s t ereot ypi cal  i deas  I  heard bef ore.  
There is no difference between Moroccans and sub-Saharans. In fact, they
are smarter than a lot of Moroccans. That’s the idea I am leaving with. I

want to work with them again… I t  i s  not  t he vi deo t hat  made me change 
my mi nd about  sub- Saharans .  I t  was  t he i nt eract i ons  wi t h sub-
Saharans in the workshop, communicating with them, talking about

different things, understanding their thoughts.”



Outputs

Films Toolkit

Photographs

Exhibitions

ht t p: / /art s f oradvocacy. org/vi deo/

o Un Nouveau Souf f l e ( And Ti me 
Breat hes )

o Chai r
o Mi s sed Cal l
o Mi grat i on.  Récits.  Mouvement s .

ht t p: / /art s f oradvocacy. org/ t ool k
i t /

A f or A Forum ( Scot l and)  Vi deo /  Vi l l a des  Art s  Vi deo

ht t p: / /art s f oradvocacy. org/exhi bi t i
ons/

ht t p: / /art s f oradvocacy. org/gal l e
ry/

http://artsforadvocacy.org/video/
http://artsforadvocacy.org/toolkit/
http://artsforadvocacy.org/events/#RFS
https://vimeo.com/277642938
http://artsforadvocacy.org/exhibitions/
http://artsforadvocacy.org/toolkit/


Mobilising Access to Rights for Artists in 
Morocco (MARAM)

Engagement'

o MARAM ( Arabi c fمَرَام or Wi sh,  Aspi rat i on)  i s  a chal l enge- dri ven 
proj ect  whi ch ai ms  t o f os t er and i nf l uence change i n Morocco by 
enhanci ng access  t o soci al ,  cul t ural ,  and economi c  opport uni t i es  
f or margi nal  art i s t s  shapi ng l ong- t erm sus t ai nabl e change i n t he 
cultural politics of Morocco, an LMIC on the DAC List of ODA Recipients for 
2018–20.

o MARAM will build on and broaden the impact of our innovative GCRF project
(“Arts for Advocacy”) i n shi f t i ng opi ni ons ,  cont ri but i ng t o debat es ,  
and i nf ormi ng mi grat i on pol i ci es  i n Morocco.

AHRC - GCRF Follow on Funding 'Impact and Engagement'



GCRF Research in Parliament: 
“Mobilising Global Voices: Perspectives from 

the Global South”
Bri ng t o t he UK Parl i ament  t he voi ces  and perspect i ves  of  AHRC 

GCRF f unded researchers ,  cul t ural  and devel opment  
organi sat i ons ,  as  wel l  as  di verse part ners  i n Low and Mi ddl e 

I ncome Count ri es  ( LMI Cs ) ;

Di scuss  how art s  and humani t i es  research i n i nt ernat i onal  
devel opment  can make a s t rong cont ri but i on t o Parl i ament ary 
Commi t t ees ,  i nt ernat i onal  devel opment  pol i cy- maki ng & 

pract i ce.

To generat e and f aci l i t at e a meani ngf ul  di al ogue on Nort h-
Sout h research part nershi ps .


