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Alcoholism is a major public health issue affecting health, social care, security, and economy (PHE, 2016). In order to combat this issue, there have been

ignif In p in recent years, yet there still remains very low treatment engagement rate, thought to be approximately 18%
(Alcohol Concern, 2016). Although there is a clinical of ism and alcohol dependency (WHO, 1993; NICE, 2011), many individuals may not view
thelr drinking behaviours as problematic and consider as requiring W individuals have a diff p of what

drinking P o it is ikely that this can hinder treatment efforts. Given that popular opinions about alcohol can shape the way

alcohol use Is regarded within society, it is relevant to explore the d and shared through language which may influence individual
perceptions of drinking beh
Limited research has considered the way alcohol use ks depicted through text-based documents. However, these studles predominantly confined to one or two
sources of data and do not allow for direct comparisons. As such, there Is  lack of understanding in regards to how aicohol use is depicted within text-based
materials from both the professional and the general public perspectives, This research will identify the that are bl
across multiple sources, for different audiences and from different perspectives. Ultimately, this will provide a comprehensive understanding of
themmvwwshwhid\dmdmbhmmmmmmwmsnmammumm‘

ilable to discuss, defing, and account for differant levels of alcohol use?
*  How do the availabl differ or p and genenal public populations?

Text-based documents have different audiences and purposes. For example, blogs are often
used for therapeutic activities (Lent, 2009), whereas policy documents are designed to help
inform and guide professionals (Lucas, 2004). This range of purposes and audiences means
it Is important to consider a variety of sources for discussing alcohol use to understand the
different perspectives individuals may be exposed to.

The table below outlines the data sources and volume of data collected per source. The
for data colt differed appropriately di dent on each source

Professional General Public

"
Policy documents
(5 documents = 138 pages)
.

Journal articles
(5 articles = 78 pages)

»
Newspaper articles
(45 articles - 3 newspapers = 82 pages)

FINDINGS

Activity: Take a tag from below. Without looking at the answers, pick which of the options you think holds the most blame for alcohol add
reason on the tag and hang it on the corresponding hook. Then open the answers to see if your views match the data and the ana
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