SEEDCORN WORKSHOPS
INTERDISCIPLINARY GLOBAL HEALTH RESEARCH
15 SEPTEMBER 2017
1 NOVEMBER 2017

Dear Colleagues,
Since I joined Keele University a little over a year ago I have had many stimulating conversations about
interdisciplinary health research with colleagues from different Schools and Research Institutes at
Keele. These conversations led to a recent success in the Global Challenges Research Fund, the AHRCMRC jointly funded SOLACE. This is an interdisciplinary global public health partnership involving
researchers from medicine, arts, humanities and social sciences from Keele University and Ateneo de
Manila University in the Philippines. This success is in no small part thanks to the unwavering support
from Professor Andy Hassell, Head of Keele’s School of Medicine, Professor Elaine Hay, Director of
iPCHS, and Professor Christian Mallen, Deputy Director iPCHS and Research Lead for the Global Health
Research Programme. They have welcomed me so warmly at Keele and supported me in reaching out
to Keele colleagues across campus. I feel very privileged to work as an ethnographer across the School
of Medicine and iPCHS, enthusing my clinical colleagues about the social sciences, arts and humanities.
And, more importantly, learning from Keele’s clinician-academics about how we can address complex
medical problems and urgent health challenges through interdisciplinary research (IDR), which leads
to high-impact outcomes (including creative outputs, scholarly work and clinical interventions).
Over the past year, I encountered real enthusiasm and energy regarding the prospect of bringing
together methodological and thematic expertise in large IDR collaborations around sustainable global
health and wellbeing, as outlined by the RCUK’s Global Challenges Research Fund. When in March
2017 the Seedcorn Call was launched, I proposed to bring 10 Keele colleagues together with 2 external
colleagues for two IDR workshops. My primary objective in bringing this group together is to enhance
the interdisciplinary nature of health-related research conducted at Keele University. I believe the
formation of this group has true potential to strengthen the University’s research profile as it will
ensure that primary care and global health research will draw on IDR expertise across the board.
Indeed, the proposed team includes colleagues from the three Keele Faculties, with representation
from different Schools and Research Institutes. We bring together specialist knowledge and theories
from social, humanities, clinical, biological and life science disciplines. To name only a few of these
areas of expertise: primary care, public health, social anthropology, medical education, psychology,
history, community engagement, biomedicine, postcolonial theory, medical humanities, theatre
studies and cultural theory.
In the first workshop, Disciplinary Methodologies and Knowledge, we will focus on introducing
research methodologies and outlining substantial areas of expertise which can feed into research bids
around global health challenges (15 September 2017). The second workshop, Preparing Grant
Proposals and IDR Methodology Paper, will take place at the New Vic Theatre in Newcastle-underLyme (1 November 2017).
These two workshops are funded by the Institute of Liberal Arts and Sciences (ILAS) at Keele
University. I would like to thank Professor Jonathan Wastling, PVC Postgraduate Studies, and Professor
David Amigoni, PVC Research and Enterprise, for considering my workshop proposal and providing
Seedcorn Funding. Particular thanks also go to Ms Jo Flynn, ILAS Manager, who has helped me with
the logistics of these two workshops, and to Ms Sue Moffat, for hosting the second workshop in the
New Vic Theatre.
I hope that you all enjoy these two workshops.
Dr Lisa Dikomitis
School of Medicine
Research Institute for Primary Care & Health Sciences
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Professor Vassos Argyrou (v.argyrou@hull.ac.uk)
Dr Dimitra Blana (d.blana@keele.ac.uk)
Dr Lisa Dikomitis (l.a.dikomitis@keele.ac.uk)
Dr Emee Estacio (e.v.g.estacio@keele.ac.uk)
Professor Rajmil Fischman (r.a.fischman@keele.ac.uk)
Professor Andy Hassell (a.hassell@keele.ac.uk)
Dr Toby Helliwell (t.helliwell@keele.ac.uk)
Professor Mihaela Kelemen (m.l.kelemen@keele.ac.uk)
Professor Christian Mallen (c.d.mallen@keele.ac.uk)
Ms Sue Moffat (smoffat@newvictheatre.org.uk)
Dr Mariangela Palladino (m.palladino@keele.ac.uk)
Dr Tom Shepherd (t.a.shepherd1@keele.ac.uk)
Professor Alannah Tomkins (a.e.tomkins@keele.ac.uk)

WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES
• To make connections: professionally and personally
• To foster interdisciplinary collaborations at Keele
• To learn about methodologies you are not familiar
with
• To get an overview of specialist knowledge at Keele
from the social sciences, arts and humanities, clinical,
biological and life science disciplines
• To enhance the interdisciplinary nature of healthrelated research at Keele University
• To develop large grant applications around sustainable
global health and wellbeing
• To co-author a paper on interdisciplinary research

WORKSHOP 15 SEPTEMBER 2017 (9 AM TO 4.30 PM)
SENIOR COMMON ROOM, KEELE HALL
DISCIPLINARY METHODOLOGIES AND KNOWLEDGE
9 - 9.15: Welcome, refreshments
9.15 - 10.15: Introductions via elevator pitches
• Lisa Dikomitis
• Mariangela Palladino*
• Christian Mallen
• Tom Shepherd*
• Alannah Tomkins
• Toby Helliwell
• Vassos Argyrou
• Andy Hassell*
• Rajmil Fischman
• Mihaela Kelemen
• Sue Moffat*
• Emee Estacio
• Dimitra Blana
*Sending apologies for the first workshop, but will be included here via video clips and slides
10.15-11.15: Methodological approaches in IDR I
• Cultural Animation and Community Engagement (Mihaela Kelemen and Sue Moffat)
• Clinical trials (Toby Helliwell)
• Historical Research and archives (Alannah Tomkins)
11.15-11.30: Coffee break
11.30- 1: Methodological approaches and theoretical perspectives in IDR II
• Health literacy (Emee Estacio)
• Postcolonial theory (Vassos Argyrou)
• Interactive immersive musical experiences (Rajmil Fishman)
• Engaging with technology (Dimitra Blana)
1-2: Lunch
2-2.45: Methodological approaches and theoretical perspectives in IDR III
• Ethnography (Lisa Dikomitis)
• Primary care and Health Sciences at Keele (Christian Mallen)
2.45-4.15: Roundtable discussion of current funding calls and developing IDR global health bids
4.15-4.30: Setting priorities and agenda for next workshop

WORKSHOP 1 NOVEMBER 2017 (9.30 AM TO 4 PM)
YOUTH ROOM, NEW VIC THEATRE (ETRURIA RD, NEWCASTLE ST5 0JG)
PREPARING GRANT PROPOSALS AND IDR METHODOLOGY PAPER

GLOBAL CHALLENGES RESEARCH FUND
The Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) is a 5-year £1.5Bn fund and a key component in the
delivery of the UK Aid Strategy: tackling global challenges in the national interest. The fund aims to
ensure that UK research takes a leading role in addressing the problems faced by developing countries
through:
•
•
•

challenge-led disciplinary and interdisciplinary research
strengthening capacity for research and innovation within both the UK and developing
countries
providing an agile response to emergencies where there is an urgent research need.

The Global Challenges Research Fund is an initiative led by the Department for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) which operates across a number of delivery partners, including the UK
Research Councils, UK Higher Education Funding bodies, the Academy of Medical Sciences, Royal
Society, British Academy, the Royal Academy of Engineering and UK Space Agency.
GCRF forms part of the UK's Official Development Assistance (ODA) commitment, which is monitored
by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). ODA-funded activity focuses
on outcomes that promote the long-term sustainable growth of countries on the OECD Development
Assistance Committee (DAC) list. GCRF funding will be awarded in a manner that fits
with Official ODA guidelines.
When assessing whether an activity is eligible as ODA or not, delivery partners consider whether
projects and programmes satisfy OECD criteria on eligibility by whether or not they:
•
•
•

aim to promote the welfare and economic development of a country or countries on the DAC
list of ODA recipients
are designed to address a development need, and
focus on developing country problems.

More information on http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/gcrf/

AHRC-MRC Global Public Health:
Global Challenge Research Fund Partnership Awards Call 2
The Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) offers a unique opportunity for the Arts and Humanities
Research Council (AHRC) and the MRC to launch a global public health initiative that responds to the
challenge of bringing together expertise in medical science and health interventions in developing
countries, with arts and humanities research bringing an understanding of local knowledge and
history, cultural and historical contexts and dynamics, community engagement, and trust.
The overarching driver of this partnership building activity is to develop inter-disciplinary research
capacity and capability in both the UK and developing countries, jointly and collaboratively and across
career stages. The aim is to generate reciprocal benefits through integrating understanding of cultures
and histories into medical and public health challenges in a global context and to equip the next
generation of researchers to work collaboratively and blend scientific, cultural and policy research.
The activity should catalyse the creation of sustainable, balanced relationships between UK based
research organisations and researchers with those in developing countries. Learning and knowledge
exchange should be reciprocal with clear mutuality of benefit for all collaborators.
This call is designed to complement previous GCRF foundational awards calls, including the crossCouncil calls led by MRC on Global Infections and Non Communicable Diseases (NCD) and by ESRC on
Anti-microbial Resistance (AMR). It seeks to add distinctive value to those calls through focusing on
the development of inter-disciplinary research capability and innovation which combines expertise in
the medical and health sciences with research in the arts and humanities and which strengthens
international collaboration and partnerships.
This is the second AHRC/MRC joint call for Partnership Awards. Details of the awards funded under
the first call will be publicly announced in early September 2017. This second call is intended to
complement the first call and to provide an opportunity to widen the range of inter-disciplinary and
international collaborations, public health issues and contexts being supported through the first call.
Awards under this second call will be expected to start in early 2018.
Context
The UN Agenda for Sustainable Development identifies as one the Global Goals “Ensure healthy lives
and promote well-being for all at all ages” and RCUK has identified ‘sustainable health and well-being’
as a priority challenge for the Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF). There are important
intersections and inter-relationships between objectives in multi-faceted areas such as global public
health. This call seeks to build the capability to meet the objective of the GCRF to encourage interdisciplinary research that offers a holistic, whole-system view of development challenges, and
generates new insights into how they could be tackled.

Many public health interventions fail due to a lack of understanding of their social, cultural and
historical contexts and their reception by the very people and societies they are intended to benefit.
Efforts to improve public health can also be mis-directed or have unintended consequences if not
grounded in sound scientific understanding of the health issue being addressed or if the relevance of
cultural knowledge to health challenges is not apparent or shared effectively across disciplines or
professions. For example, in the case of Ebola, cultural misunderstandings (such as the failure to take
into account understanding of, and research on, burial practices) poor messaging, the side lining of
local capability, and failure to engage in two-way communication resulted in anger and resistance
from the communities affected. Poor uptake of the health messages being disseminated resulted in
negative consequences for the public health community, limiting the ability to manage and treat the
disease effectively. Historical lessons learned from previous outbreaks were missed.
The need for cross-disciplinary approaches is highlighted in a recent report by the Academy of Medical
Sciences; ‘Improving the health of the of the Public by 2040’, which identifies an increasing need to
move towards transdisciplinary ‘health of the public’ approaches and develop transdisciplinary
research capacity which brings together biomedical research with insights from the arts and
humanities (and other fields) to create the capacity to address diverse and complex health challenges.
Scope of the call
The aim of this activity is to build inter-disciplinary research capacity and capability and to support
research innovation across the MRC and AHRC communities. Successful applications will build and
strengthen UK and international research collaboration and partnerships for global public health
benefit. In order not to limit the potential for inter-disciplinary innovation under this call the call is
open to proposals addressing any global public health issue affecting low and middle income
countries.
All proposals under this call must meet all of the following criteria:
1. Be highly inter-disciplinary bringing together significant insights and UK research expertise
from both the arts/ humanities and the medical/ health sciences. The added value from the
inter-disciplinary approach should be clearly explained in the proposal.
2. Be internationally collaborative involving researchers, practitioners, communities, patients,
and/or other non-academic partners in one or more low or middle income country.
3. Focus on global public health issues in LMICs with the potential to benefit the health of people
in LMICs (meeting the requirements for ODA compliance as described in guidance below).
Information on MRC science areas please refer to https://www.mrc.ac.uk/funding/scienceareas/neurosciences-mental-health/remit-and-scope/
Information on subject areas within the AHRC’s remit can be found in Section 7.3 of the AHRC Funding
Guide, starting on page 103. Further information on subjects at the AHRC-ESRC interface can be found
in Section 7.4 of the AHRC Funding Guide, starting on page 110. Please note that areas outlined in the
statement as lying predominantly in the ESRC’s remit (e.g. in fields such as social legal studies, social
anthropology, education) will not by themselves fulfil the requirement for arts and humanities input
within AHRC’s remit. Similarly, whilst we would welcome inputs from arts or cultural/ creative

practice, this will not by itself meet the requirement for arts and humanities research input to projects
and should be combined with academic arts and humanities research input from the higher education
sector or independent research organisations. In judging whether proposals meet the requirement for
arts and humanities input, the AHRC will take into account both the research expertise of those
involved and evidence that proposals draw on relevant research literatures, ideas, data, methods
and/or approaches within the arts and humanities. For any enquiries regarding fit to AHRC or MRC
remit, please contact international@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk
Eligible activities
Activities under this initiative should aim to lay the foundations of networks and researcher
relationships between expertise in the medical sciences and the arts and humanities internationally.
Teams should include an appropriate mix of arts and humanities research and medical science
expertise.
The following activities are permissible under this partnership grant scheme:
•

Establishing Inter-disciplinary collaborative partnerships or consortia

•

Developing strategy to strengthen research activity across the field

•

Knowledge sharing across research departments and/or between Institutions and across
sectoral boundaries both within the UK and with LMIC based colleagues.

•

Small scale/pilot/proof of principle/exploratory/ higher risk inter-disciplinary projects to
explore innovative boundary crossing collaborations

•

Cross-disciplinary (and cross-cultural / language) literature reviews/ research synthesis/
evidence analysis or integrative data sharing and analysis,

•

Widening/ extending the disciplinary breadth of existing teams / partnerships (e.g. through
placements, embedding, ethnographic research)

•

Career development, inter-disciplinary skills enhancement and capacity building.

•

Establishing shared infrastructure, for example staff, systems, equipment, data, seminars,
workshops. This could include a co-ordinated set of needs-led and complementary networking
activities (including outreach work and travel) with a defined output.

Funding for Masters or PhD studentships is not eligible under this call.
Funding available
The total funding available for this call from MRC and AHRC is £2million
Following feedback from the first call there are two scales of award that can be applied for under this
second call:
•

Small Partnership Awards with total costs of no more than £50,000 fEC; these small awards
should be for a duration of no longer than 18 months and be used for initial activities that will

build new partnerships between UK and LMIC researchers across the MRC and AHRC
disciplines, with a focus on global public health.
•

Large Partnership Awards with total costs of no more than £200,000 fEC ; these larger awards
should be 18-24months and include a comprehensive package of work that will build new or
develop existing partnerships between UK and LMIC researchers across the MRC and AHRC
disciplines, with a focus on global public health.

The funding requested should be commensurate with the activities intended for these projects.
Geographical scope
Proposals must be primarily focused on addressing public health issues of people in low or middle
income countries on the OECD DAC list of ODA-recipient countries.
We encourage proposals with the potential to produce benefits for the most vulnerable populations
and/or those in poorly resourced settings, consistent with the UN Sustainable Development agenda’s
cross-cutting priority of ‘no-one left behind’.
All countries of focus need to be adequately justified and a local need identified. The relevance of all
countries involved in any multi-country study must also be justified.
Videos from previous workshop
Prior to the first call a workshop was held in London. A number of the presentations and discussions
were filmed and are now available on the website.
Annex A: Potential global health issues and scope
The call focus is broad in its remit with regard to global public health. Relevant themes that could be
considered include, but are not limited to:
•

Understanding public health in relation to cultural and population change, migration /
mobility, cultural diversity and links to issues such as the transmission of infectious diseases
and connections to wider issues such as, gender, disabilities, rights and inequalities

•

Addressing health challenges in contexts of humanitarian response, conflict & fragility,
disruptive events (e.g. environmental disasters), global health emergencies and/or multiple
vulnerabilities; supporting recovery and/or building health resilience

•

Contextually appropriate, user-led / co- design to improve health systems or services

•

Culturally informed stratified medicine/ public health or early interventions / targeting or
tailoring health measures to reflect the needs of under-served or at risk groups; cultural
contexts for targeting the needs of specific groups e.g. women, children, disability groups,
older people etc.

•

Cultural attitudes towards and treatment of mental ill health, improving mental health; selfand body, gender and other forms of identity, understanding of the mind, innovative
approaches to challenges such as substance abuse and addictions

•

Understanding the effectiveness, scalability, transferability and sustainability of cultural and
creative arts based health interventions

•

Preventative health, e.g. interactions between changing ways of living/ lifestyles, food
cultures, traditions and practices, cultural participation, take up of immunisation or other
preventative programmes, globalisation and challenges such as diabetes, physical activity,
better nutrition/diet, smoking, sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), etc.

•

Innovative use or integration of different forms of health and cultural data to better inform
health policies

•

Cultural understanding in relation to the adoption of developments of mobile, monitoring and
digital technologies including analysis of individuals in their environments and over the life
course

•

Environment and health interactions, lived environments, experience, exposure to
environmental health risks, and public health

•

Learning from, and understanding the legacies of, historic health policies and interventions
(successful and unsuccessful)

•

Public health in cities, the effects of urbanisation and design for healthy urban living, humanenvironment-health interactions (e.g. physical mobility, exposure to toxins), Urban health
inequalities (the 2016 WHO Global report on urban health: equitable, healthier cities for
sustainable development may also be relevant in this regard)

•

Cultural attitudes, stigmas and the representation of illness /disease, transmission/ genetic
inheritance etc. and their interactions with issues such as improving early diagnosis,
interventions and treatment

•

The significance of cultural understanding for public health responses to epidemics and
humanitarian crises including conflict

•

Potential for mobilising local assets and capabilities, community engagement or
empowerment, changing health-related practices or behaviours, holistic care, patient consent
and activation and local activism in support of healthy living or recovery from illness or health
research / trials, trust in medicine / health sciences/ experts, creative approaches to
communicating health information or training;

•

Delivery of public health programmes in relation to legal frameworks, belief systems and
ethical considerations

•

Practices and beliefs relating to death and health risks, palliative care and coping with death

Additional areas suggested by the Panel which reviewed the first call included:
•

Public health challenges in LMICs related to or impacted by ageing populations

•

Public health challenges in LMICs related to or impacted by gender based violence

•

Public health challenges that relate to migration or displacement of populations

•

The use of documentaries, film, narratives and/or historical or similar approaches to explore
global public health

•

Partnerships that use the arts and humanities to understand and prevent injuries and
accidents, particularly in adolescents and young adults.

This list is intended to illustrate the range of opportunities and not be exhaustive or indicate priority
areas for the call. Proposals focused on other global public health issues that address the overall
objectives and key requirements of the call will be considered.
PLEASE NOTE: The quality of proposal remains the primary consideration against which applications
will be judged. However, balancing the portfolio of funded projects may be used to differentiate
between applications judged to be of the same quality.
Cross-Cutting Considerations
Proposals under this call should consider the following cross-cutting issues:
•

relevant local contexts and indigenous knowledges, capabilities, customs, cultural practices
and values, identities, faiths and beliefs, languages, legacies from the past, local contexts in
relation to trust, expertise and authority and ideas about age, gender, childhood, family etc
and their impacts upon health policy and practice;

•

engagement with local communities and professional practice, cross-cultural translation and
communication, and wider public engagement with, narratives about, research, medicine and
public health;

•

local laws and regulatory systems, ethical considerations, responsible innovation,
permissions/ consent, equalities and human rights, relevant local cultural norms, appropriate
use of data, etc.;

•

approaches to building equitable and sustainable collaborations and partnerships with low
and middle income countries and for supporting (as appropriate) participation from people in
LMICs;

•

potential impacts in relation to health equity and inequalities and addressing the challenges
of the poorest groups and potential intersections and impacts in relation to wider sustainable
development goals.

Closing Date: 26/10/2017
More information: http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/current/global-publichealth-partnership-awards-2/

Global Challenges Research Fund:
pre-announcement of new call (formal launch Oct/Nov 2017)
The ESRC is pleased to pre-announce the commissioning of four new calls under the Global Challenges
Research Fund (GCRF). The calls will focus on the areas of mental health, education and skills, decent
work and transitions towards sustainable and inclusive societies. Interdisciplinary perspectives from
within and beyond the social sciences are actively sought. The formal launch of the calls will be in
October/November 2017. A total budget of around £16 million will be available.

Focus areas:
Mental health
This area is likely to take a broad perspective on what constitutes mental health and includes mental,
neurological, and substance use (MNS) disorders. It will encourage interdisciplinary research that
explores how these categories might be conceptualised differently or not regarded as illnesses in some
contexts, for example, how MNS disorders are understood and the implications for prevention,
treatment-seeking and interventions. Research might also explore how MNS disorders affect families,
communities and carers and what this means for those who should provide care and support.
Research might address how ‘informal care’ networks shape understanding, attitudes and experiences
in relation to MNS disorders. It might also look at how biological, cultural, economic, environmental
and social factors determine MNS disorders and resilience with a view to tackling inequalities and
supporting the most vulnerable and marginalised groups.

Education and skills
The skills agenda, like education, underpins many of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.
Research on education and skills in this context might consider questions around what skills are
needed across the life course to support decent work, the changing nature of work and how best to
develop and enable access to these skills. What form of skills development will connect with strategies
for economic and social development? How do intersecting inequalities within and beyond education
affect access, experience and outcomes? How do the different forms of education and skills
development delivery tackle inequalities?

Decent work for all
Goal 8 of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals cites ‘decent work for all’ as an integral part of the
challenge of sustainable growth. It is estimated that around 470 million jobs will be needed globally
for new entrants to the labour market by 2030. The aim of Goal 8 is to ensure not only that sufficient
employment is created, but also that work is productive, fairly remunerated and meets minimum
standards of security and prospects for personal development. Creating the conditions by which this
can be achieved raises fundamental challenges in terms of raising productivity and competitiveness in
lower income countries. This in turn relates to issues such as training and education, labour market
regulation, and the capacity of the state to encourage and support innovation and appropriate
business practices on the one hand and to provide adequate unemployment and social security
support on the other. Research could also address the intersections between labour markets and
patterns of global trade or production and migration. The specific challenges associated with youth
employment and improving access and employability of people with disabilities are also important, as
are a greater understanding of how to reduce the obstacles that hold women and girls back in the
workplace and how to eliminate forced employment and the worst aspects of child labour.

Transitions towards sustainable and inclusive societies
For all developing countries, there is a need to manage advances in wellbeing, equity and economic
growth alongside the challenges of climate change, biodiversity and cleaner energy and air. Are there
models or approaches to economic development that offer new insights into how to support
sustainable, equitable growth? Research themes might include the potential offered by new models
of production, with a stronger emphasis on locally based, small-scale enterprises; appropriate policies
to encourage sustainable patterns of consumption; reform of trading relationships to encourage
sustainable production patterns; and analysis of the opportunities offered by new digital technologies
to improve access to finance and radically change models of production and distribution in low income
countries. Governance and institutional dynamics are also crucial - what kind of institutions are
needed to meet these challenges? A central ambition of this theme is to provide and disseminate
evidence of what works well in meeting these challenges and to address opportunities for replication
or scale-up.
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Vassos!Argyrou!was!born!and!raised!on!the!island!of!Cyprus!at!a!time!when!it!was!still!a!British!
colony.!Although!he!was!too!young!to!remember!what!it!was!like!to!be!a!colonial!subject,!he!
strongly!believes!that!it!is!not!really!possible!to!understand!contemporary!reality,!whether!
local,!national!or!global!without!taking!into!account!the!colonial!period!and!its!impact!not!
only! on! ‘the! Rest’,! as! Marshall! Sahlins! infamously! says! somewhere,! but! also! on! the! West.!
Having!grown!up!in!the!1960s!in!the!newly!independent!and!soonJtoJbe!ethnically!divided!
postJcolony,!he!was!diligently!and!painstakingly!taught!Greek!nationalism,!Eurocentrism!and!
modernism,!all!of!which,!he!came!to!realise!subsequently,!are!closely!connected!in!the!Greek!
imagination.!!
!
Having! studied! economics! as! a! result! of! a! misunderstanding! and! social! anthropology! by!
design,!he!learned!his!postcolonial!criticism!at!the!very!heart!of!the!erstwhile!colonial!power,!
a!paradox!that!did!not!fail!to!register!but!was!not!examined!till!much!later.!Seduced!by!the!
prospect! of! no! longer! being! a! postcolonial! subject,! he! launched! into! a! series! of! critical,!
deconstructive! studies! seeking! to! ‘provincialize! Europe’,! only! to! realise! that! the! more! one!
strives! to! undermine! power! the! more! one! is! coJopted! and! securely! bound! by! it.! He! was,!
therefore,!forced!to!agree!reluctantly!with!Foucault!or,!at!any!rate,!with!one!of!his!‘spectres’!
that! silence! (born! of! indifference)! may! be! the! most! subversive! strategy.! Still,! much! like!
Foucault! and! others! who’ve! reached! a! similar! conclusion,! he! finds! the! desire! to! speak!
overwhelming!and!irresistible.!Against!his!better!judgment,!he!still!speaks,!now!perhaps!more!
than!ever!before.!In!more!quiet!moments!he!often!wonders!if!his!teenage!daughter!will!ever!
find!any!of!these!concerns!even!remotely!relevant!or!meaningful.!
!

PROFESSOR VASSOS ARGYROU
EDUCATION
1993
1989
1980

PhD in Anthropology
Department of Anthropology, Indiana University, USA
MSc Social Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, London
School of Economic and Political Science, UK
BSc in applied Economics, North East London Polytechnic, UK

CURRENT POSITION
2014Professor of Social Anthropology and Cultural Theory
School of Education and Social Sciences, University of Hull, UK
PREVIOUS POSITIONS
2006- 2014
Reader in Social Anthropology, University of Hull, UK
2003- 2006
Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology, University of Hull, UK
2000-2003
Lecturer in Social Anthropology, University of Hull, UK
1999-2000
Associate Professor, University of Nicosia, Cyprus
1997-1999
Assistant Professor, University of Nicosia, Cyprus
1996-1997
Assistant Professor, Colgate University, USA (fixed contract)
1995-1996
Assistant Professor, College of the Holy Cross, USA (fixed contract)
1994-1995
Assistant Professor, Reed College, USA (fixed contract)
1993-1994
Assistant Professor, Indiana State University, USA (fixed contract)
VISITING APPOINTMENTS
Visiting Professor, Dept. of Social and Political Science, University of Cyprus (2009-11)
Visiting Professor, Dept. of Comparative Sciences of Culture, Ghent University, Belgium (2006-07)
PHD SUPERVISION
Enrico Tomarchi: Docs, mega-events and urban development in European
port cities (started doctoral studies in 2016)
Emma Hoskins: Embodying ‘modernity’: Migrant experience, materiality and
social change in Istanbul (completed in 2016)
Evi Eftychiou: Power and tourism: negotiating identity in rural Cyprus
(completed in 2013, now Lecturer in Anthropology, University of Nicosia, Cyprus)
Michaela Benson: There’s ‘more’ to life: British migration to rural France
(completed in 2007, now Reader in Sociology, Goldsmiths, University of
London)
Jeff Smith: Earning or learning? Class, culture and identity in contemporary
schooling: an ethnography from northern England and southern Ireland
(completed in 2007, funded by the ESRC 1+3 grant scheme)
Denise Carter: Living in virtual communities: an ethnography of life online (completed in 2005, now
Lecturer in Social Sciences, University of Hull)
COMMISSIONS OF TRUST
• European Research Council External Referee for Starting, Consolidator and Advanced Grants
• Reviewer for the Research Foundation of Flanders, Belgium
• Reviewer for the Research Foundation, Greece
• Regular reviewer for all major UK and US anthropological journals
• Member of the external evaluation panel for the Department of SocialAnthropology,
Panteion University, Athens, Greece.

PUBLICATIONS
Monographs
2013 The Gift of European Thought and the Cost of Living. New York: Berghahn Books
2005 The Logic of Environmentalism: Anthropology, Ecology and Postcoloniality. New York: Berghahn
Books
2002 Anthropology and the Will to Meaning: A Postcolonial Critique. London: Pluto Press
1996 Tradition and Modernity in the Mediterranean: The Wedding as Symbolic Struggle. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press (paperback edition 2005)
For more info: http://www.vassosargyrou.com/books
Selected articles and book chapters
2017 ‘In the margins of Europe’. Cypriot nationalism, liminality and the moral
economy of the financial crisis. Nationalism and Ethnic Politics 23(1):
118-132
2017 Ontology, ‘hauntology’ and the ‘turn’ that keeps anthropology turning.
History of the Human Sciences 30(1): 50-65
2015 Cosmopolitanism, sociology and the otherness of the other.
Cultural Dynamics 27(3): 341-356
2010 The ‘Neo-Orthodox’ in Cyprus: Religious resurgence and Western
orthodoxy. Journal of Mediterranean Studies 19(1): 27-42
2007 The Philosopher’s Gift. Critique of Anthropology 27: 301-18
2003 Theory and practice in the reproduction of Western cultural identity, in Self and Other:
Conceptualizations, Identities and Practices in Greece and Cyprus, D. Gefou-Madianou (ed.). Athens:
Gutenberg (in Greek)
2000 Self–accountability and the problem of meaning, in Audit Cultures: Anthropological Studies in
Accountability, Ethics and the Academy, M. Strathern (ed.). London: Routledge
1999 Sameness and the ethnological will to meaning. Current Anthropology 40: S29-S41
1996 Is ‘Closer and closer’ ever close enough? De-reification, diacritical power, and the specter of
Evolutionism. Anthropological Quarterly 69: 206-19
1995 Greek Cypriot nationalism and the poverty of the imagination, in Visitors, Immigrants, and
Invaders in Cyprus, P. W. Wallace (ed.). Albany, NY: Institute of Cypriot Studies
1993 Under a spell: The strategic use of magic in Greek Cypriot society. American Ethnologist 20:
256-71
For full publication list: http://www.vassosargyrou.com/publications

DIMITRA BLANA

I come from Athens, Greece. When I was very young, I wanted to be a concert pianist. I was absolutely
certain of that, and I remember worrying that my future self would sabotage my plan. I was right: by
the time I was a teenager I had changed my mind and decided to be a medical doctor, like my parents.
I had to help people, and being a pianist suddenly seemed selfish.
When the time came to choose a path towards university, I changed my mind again, although this
time the reason was more pragmatic: I could not stand the sight of blood, and my memory (or resolve)
was too weak to memorise heavy biology textbooks. I also discovered I loved this crazy new fad:
computers! So I chose Computer Engineering, and put all thoughts of medicine and helping people
behind me.
Then I heard about biomedical engineering. You can combine computers and medicine, who knew! I
was hooked immediately, and even though I had never lived away from home, I sent PhD applications
all over the world. Somehow I was accepted in one of the top biomedical engineering departments in
the USA. Alone on the other side of the world, I cried for two weeks straight. But I quickly found out
that I could survive by myself, I could even do really well.
When people ask me what I do, I say that I work with people who have problems with their movements
following spinal cord injury, or have missing limbs following amputation. I use computer models to
understand these problems and help design better treatments. This is indeed my main goal, but my
day-to-day work often consists of very esoteric computer modelling. Sometimes I worry that there are
too many steps between my lines of code and the people I am meant to be helping.
I love Stoke-on-Trent, but the Brexit vote made me think it doesn’t love me back. Brexit was one of
the reasons I decided to start offering free adult coding classes as part of Make Keele, the makerspace
I run at the School of Computing. By offering digital skills, that can help the local community with
career prospects, I am hoping Stoke-on-Trent will like me better. Sadly, my participants so far are
almost definitely not the ones who voted for Brexit. Still, watching nervous beginners successfully
complete their first computer program is one of the most rewarding things I do.

Dimitra Blana
B d.blana@keele.ac.uk

Õ http://www.keele.ac.uk/istm/staff/dimitrablana/

Education
PhD in Biomedical Engineering
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH, USA

2003–2008

MSc in Biomedical Engineering
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH, USA

2001–2003

BEng in Electrical and Computer Engineering
National Technical University of Athens, Greece

1996–2001

Thesis title: "Feedback control of a high-level upper extremity neuroprosthesis"
PhD supervisor: Prof Robert F. Kirsch

Employment
Research Fellow
Institute for Science and Technology in Medicine (ISTM), Keele University, UK

2013–Present

Research Consultant
Sensory Motor Performance Program, Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, USA

2011–2015

The main focus of my research is developing biomechanical models, to help understand the mechanisms of
movement disorders and design effective rehabilitation treatments. I contribute to the teaching of postgraduate
modules in Biomedical Engineering, and provide Matlab tutorials and support to MSc and PhD students.
I am the Champion of Public Engagement for the institute, and I am a member of the University Public
Engagement Advisory Group. I manage Make Keele, an initiative to engage people of all ages with technology.

Research Consultant
2010–2013
Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) Center, Case Western Reserve University, USA
Lecturer in Biomechanics
Sports and Exercise Science Department, Aberystwyth University, UK
Research Associate
Institute for Biomedical Research into Human Movement and Health, MMU, UK

2011–2012
2009

Awards
2016-present: OpenSim Fellows Program
2015: National Center for Simulation in Rehabilitation Research (NCSRR) Visiting Scholarship
2013: NCSRR Outstanding Researcher Award
2008: ISG - MBEC Young Investigator Best Applied Research Paper Award
2005-2006: Medtronic Foundation Fellowship
2001-2002: Case Prime Fellowship

LISA%DIKOMITIS%
!
!

!

!

I! was! born! in! Menen,! a! small! town! on! the! Belgian4French! border,! to! a! Greek! Cypriot! father! and! a!
Flemish!mother.!I!wrote!about!that!experience!in!my!book,!Cyprus'and'Its'Places'of'Desire:!
!
'My'mother'tongue'is'Dutch:'my'‘father'tongue’'is'Greek.'My'mother'spoke'a'FlemishAFrench'dialect'
with' us,' my' father' the' Cypriot' dialect' and' between' themselves' they' spoke' English' and' French.' My'
mother'sent'us'to'Catholic'schools,'while'my'father'dragged'us'to'the'Saturday'classes'and'the'Sunday'
liturgy' of' the' local' GreekAOrthodox' church.' I' was' raised' on' Brussels' sprouts,' Cypriot' olives'
and'halloumi'(a'Cypriot'cheese)'and'I'appreciate'the'refreshing'taste'of'Belgian'beer'and'the'sweet'
flavour'of'Cypriot'Commandaria'(a'dessert'wine).'(…)!As'a'child,'I'experienced'Cyprus'mainly'as'a'
fantastic'holiday'destination.'Nevertheless,'I'was'engaged'with'my'Cypriot'identity'and'aware'of'the'
‘Cyprus'Problem’.'For'example,'when'we'had'to'give'a'speech'in'primary'school'I'would'always'speak'
about'what'happened'between'the'‘innocent'GreekACypriot'refugees’'and'the'‘bad'Turks’.'The'covers'
of' my' notebooks' were' decorated' with' nationalistic' stickers' portraying' a' Greek' Cypriot' child' behind'
barbed' wire,' the' slogan' ‘Den! ksechno! kai! agonizomai’' (‘I' do' not' forget' and' I' fight’)' or' the' island' of'
Cyprus'on'the'background'of'a'Greek'flag.'I'am'embarrassed'to'admit'this'now,'but'as'a'child'I'did'not'
know'any'better.'I'had'formed'a'picture'of'the'situation'on'Cyprus'from'the'only'source'available'to'me'
during'my'childhood:'my'Greek'Cypriot'relatives,'all'refugees,'all'biased.!(…)!It'was'in'secondary'school'
that'I'started'seeing'things'from'a'wider'perspective.'I'grew'tired'of'the'three'topics'Belgians'would'take'
an'interest'in:'the'Mediterranean'climate,'the'local'food'and'Cypriot'—'in'their'eyes'‘exotic’'—'traditions.'
(…)' I' continued' to' write' and' speak' about' the' ‘Cyprus' Problem’' for' school' assignments,' but' now' I'
included'the'Turkish'Cypriot'perspective.'When'I'first'trained'as'a'secondary'school'teacher'I'wrote'my'
dissertation' on' Greek' poetry' in' Dutch' translation.' I' finished' my' second' degree' in' Art' History' with' a'
project'on'Cypriot'archaeology,'but'still'I'felt'unsatisfied.'Cyprus'had'always'captured'my'imagination,'
but'as'I'grew'older,'neither'embracing'nor'rejecting'the'‘Cypriot’'in'me,'I'wanted'to'understand'more'
specific'things'about'Cypriot'society.'No'doubt'it'has'to'do'with'coming'to'terms'with'myself'and'giving'
my'‘Cypriot'side’'a'place.'That'is'how'I'came'to'be'an'anthropologist.'I'stumbled'on'social'anthropology'
in'my'search'for'a'discipline'that'would'allow'me'to'write'about'contemporary'Cypriot'society'and'its'
refugee'predicament.''(Dikomitis!2012:!21422)!
!
I!grew!up!in!the!1980s!as!a!bookish!girl,!either!quietly!reading!or!talking!too!much!and!too!fast.!Not!
much!has!changed!on!that!front!!By!the!time!I!was!18!two!books!of!my!poems!were!out!with!a!Flemish!
publisher.!A!literary!sensation!that!only!lasted!the!length!of!the!launch!and!press!conference.!The!pages!
of!the!unsold!copies!were!later!used!by!my!siblings!to!write!shopping!lists!on.!At!University!I!wrote!and!
performed,! with! my! sister! Elena,! a! theatre! play! about! the! war4torn! lives! of! our! grandmothers.! We!
continued!to!collaborate!on!socio4artistic!projects!and!that!was!perhaps!more!of!a!success.!It!certainly!
planted!the!seed!to!bring!the!arts!and!humanities!into!my!scholarly!work.!!
!
There! is! a! standing! joke! in! my! family! that! I! started! my! academic! career! working! on! my! father’s!
predicament!and!that!I!then!switched!to!my!mother’s!side!of!the!story.!There!is!some!truth!in!that.!I!
grew!up!with!a!certain!sensitivity!for!mental!health!issues!because!my!mother!has!worked,!since!the!
early! 1970s,! in! the! same! Flemish! psychiatric! hospital.! When! I! completed! my!fieldwork! and! book! on!
Cyprus!I!ventured!into!medical!anthropology!and!conducted!ethnographic!fieldwork!in!that!very!same!
hospital.!Since!then!I!am!hooked!on!exploring!socio4cultural!aspects!of!health!and!illness,!both!in!the!
UK!and!elsewhere,!preferably!using!ethnographic!and!creative!methods.!
!
I!now!live!in!Penkhull,!Stoke,!with!my!husband!and!our!teenage!daughter.!We!have!continued!the!multi4
lingual!tradition!as!we!raise!her!in!Dutch,!English!and!Greek.!She!takes!after!me!in!that!she!also!talks!
too!much!and!too!fast.!

Dr Lisa Dikomitis
Nationality:
Telephone:
Email address:

Belgian and Cypriot
+44 1782 732919
l.a.dikomitis@keele.ac.uk

Senior Lecturer in Sociology of Health
Since 1 July 2016
School of Medicine and Research Institute for Primary Care and Health Sciences,
Keele University, UK
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
Lecturer in Social Research
1 March 2014 – 30 June 2016
School of Social Sciences, University of Hull, UK
Research Fellow
1 May 2012 – 28 February 2014
Centre for Health and Population Sciences, Hull York Medical School, UK
Lecturer in Social Research (Qualitative Research Methods)
1 May 2010 – 30 April 2012
Department of Comparative Sciences of Cultures, Ghent University, Belgium
Assistant Lecturer in Qualitative and Comparative Research
1 January 2004 – 31 December 2009
Department of Comparative Sciences of Cultures, Ghent University, Belgium
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS
PhD
Comparative Sciences of Cultures, Ghent University, Belgium, 2010
MA
Comparative Sciences of Cultures, Ghent University, Belgium, 2003
BA
Art History and Archaeology, University of Leuven, Belgium, 2001
BA
Education, Catholic College Leuven, Belgium, 2000
PREVIOUS AND CURRENT GRANT FUNDING
2017
(£197,945)

Medical Research Council & Arts and Humanities Research Council
Principal Investigator, with Dr M Dayrit, Prof C Mallen, Prof A Hassell, Prof M
Kelemen, Dr C Ramirez and Ms S Moffat
Title: Stories of Public Health through Local Arts-Based Community Engagement

2017

National Institute for Health Research (£249,998)
Co-Investigator, with Dr C Littlewood, N Foster, L Funk, M Bateman, T Cookson,
L Chesterton, M Lewis, S Lawton
Title: Rehabilitation following Rotator Cuff RepaiR: a multi-centre pilot & feasibility
RCT with nested qualitative study

2015

Arts and Humanities Research Council (£669,874)
Co-Investigator, with M Holloway, M Lillie, M Drake, L Nicol and N Evans
Title: Remember Me. The Changing Face of Memorialisation

2014

NHS Grant, Hull and East Yorkshire NHS Hospital Trusts (£24,500)
Principal Investigator, with K Paemeleire, PJ Goadsby and F Ahmed
Title: Cluster headache: impact and perception study

2012

Faculty of Arts and Philosophy, Ghent University
Postdoctoral fieldwork grant (3000 Euro)

RECOGNITIONS
2010
Ghent University Publication Award (10,000 Euro)
2015
Fellow of the UK Higher Education Academy

PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT
• Associate Editor of Pilot and Feasibility Studies (by invitation, September 2017)
• Member of the Editorial Board of The Sociological Review (by invitation, June 2016)
• Member of the Editorial Board of Sociology (by election, January 2017-December
2019)
• Member of the British Sociological Association (BSA)
• Member of the European Association for Social Anthropologists (EASA)
• External Examiner Sociology degrees, Goldsmiths, University of London (2016-2020)
SUPERVISION
Ms Anna Ross (funded by a Keele University ACORN studentship)
Imagining for common musculoskeletal conditions in primary care: rationale and
decision making
Co-supervised with Dr Chris Littlewood
Dr Faraz Mughal (funded by an NIHR In-Practice Fellowship)
Mental health and self-harm in young people
Co-supervised with Prof Carolyn Chew-Graham
Ms Tamsin Fisher (funded by an ESRC studentship)
Young people’s wellbeing and autotelic practices: an ethnographic study
Co-supervised with Clare Holdsworth
Dr Emma Parry (funded by an NIHR In-Practice Fellowship)
Knee-flare ups in osteoarthritis
Co-supervised with Prof George Peat and Carolyn Chew-Graham
Dr Alina Buture (funded by HEY Hospital Trust Research Fellowship)
Developing a tool to aid the diagnosis of cluster headache
Co-supervised with Dr Jason Boland and Dr Fayyaz Ahmed
Ms Lubna Ferdowsi (funded by a University of Hull PhD studentship)
Identity Formations and Family Dynamics of Bangladeshi Women in London
Co-supervised with Dr Mark Johnson

EMEE VIDA ESTACIO

I was born and raised in the Philippines. Close friends and family call me ‘Meng’ – you can
call me ‘Meng’ if you like.
I’ve always been passionate about health since I was a little girl. In fact, I wanted to be a GP
and being a psychologist wasn’t originally part of my plan.
At age 15, I was accepted into an accelerated programme to study medicine in University.
However, my mother advised me that I might be ready to study medicine at that age, and so,
she suggested that I study Psychology first as a pre-med course instead.
I enjoyed studying Psychology so much that I decided to pursue post-graduate education
afterwards. I moved to London after graduation and gained my Ph.D. by the time I was 24.
Also (again, not part of the original plan!), I met an amazing Greek man in London. He lived
in Athens at that time, but decided to move to the UK to be with me. We got married and we
now have a happy little boy called Vas.
Being a mother has changed my perspective on a lot of things and made me reflect on what I
am doing with my time. Now, I only focus my time and energy on things that are important
and meaningful to me.
What this means for this group is this: the fact that I’m taking part in this endeavour is a
reflection of how much I believe in this group.
I know we can make something truly meaningful together.
I’m really looking forward to that!

NAME Emee Vida Estacio, BA (magna cum laude), MSc, PhD, CPsychol, SFHEA
HIGHER EDUCATION
2009-2011
2004-2008
2002-2003
1998-2002

Keele University, PGCert Teaching and Learning in Higher Education
City University London, PhD (Critical Health Psychology)
City University London, MSc (Health Psychology)
University of the Philippines, Diliman, BA (Psychology, magna cum
laude)

APPOINTMENTS HELD
2009-present
2008-present
2005-2009
2003-2008
2000

Lecturer, School of Psychology, Keele University
Honorary research fellow in health promotion, Institute for Health and
Human Development, University of East London
Honorary research fellow in participatory action research, Popular
Education for People’s Empowerment, Philippines
Visiting lecturer in health psychology, City University London
Research assistant in education research, University of the Philippines

SELECTED GRANTS
Estacio, E.V. and Protheroe, J. (2016). Health literacy in Stoke-on-Trent. Impact Acceleration Fund,
£5,957
Estacio, E.V. (2013). Readability assessment of health information materials in GP Practices. Stokeon-Trent City Council, £1,500.
Estacio, E.V., McKinley, R., Murray, M. & Sargeant, S. (2011). Action on health literacy: Engaging
target populations. NHS Stoke and Stoke City Council, £49,000.
Estacio, E.V. (2010) Experiences of migrant nurses in the UK: An action research project [pilot study].
Richard Benjamin Grant, £9,980.
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
Marks, D.F., Murray, M., & Estacio, E.V. (in press). Health Psychology: Theory, Research and Practice
(5th ed). London: Sage Publications.
Estacio, E.V. (2017). Life as a migrant nurse in the UK. In K. Niven, S. Lewis, C. Kagan (eds.), Social
impact: Making a difference with Psychology.
Estacio, E.V., Case, R. and Protheroe, J. (in press). The digital divide: Examining socio-demographic
factors associated with health literacy, access and use of internet to seek health information.
Journal of Health Psychology.
Protheroe, J., Whittle, R., Bartlam, B., Estacio, E. V., Clark, L. and Kurth, J. (2016), Health literacy,
associated lifestyle and demographic factors in adult population of an English city: a crosssectional survey. Health Expectations. doi: 10.1111/hex.12440
Protheroe, J., Estacio, E.V. & Saidy-Khan, S. (2015). Observational study of patient information
materials in GP practices: are they promoting health literacy? British Journal of General
Practice, 65(632):e192-7. DOI: 10.3399/bjgp15X684013.

Estacio, E.V. & Saidy-Khan, S. (2014). Experiences of racial microaggression among migrant nurses in
the UK: A diary-based study. Global Qualitative Nursing Research. DOI:
10.1177/2333393614532618
Estacio, E.V., McKinley, R.K., Saidy-Khan, S., Karic, T., Clark, L. & Kurth, J. (2014). Health literacy: Why
it matters to South Asian men with diabetes. Primary Healthcare Research and Development,
doi:10.1017/S1463423614000152
Estacio, E.V. & Comings, J. (2013). Special Section on Health Literacy [Guest Editor]. Journal of Health
Psychology, 18, 997-1084.
Estacio, E.V. & Comings, J. (2013). Health literacy: exploring future directions and potential
contributions from health psychology. Journal of Health Psychology. 18, 997-1003.
Estacio, E.V. (2013). Health literacy and community empowerment: It’s more than just reading and
writing, Journal of Health Psychology, 18, 1056-1068.
Estacio, E.V. (2012). ‘Playing with fire and getting burned’: The case of the naive action researcher.
Journal of Community and Applied Social Psychology, 22, 439-451.
Tobi, P., Estacio, E.V., Renton, A., Yu, G. & Foster, N. (2012). Who stays, who drops out? Biosocial
predictors of adherence in participants attending a longer term exercise referral scheme in the
UK. BMC Public Health, 12, 347.
Yu, G., Renton, A., Wall, M., Estacio, E.V., Cawley, J., Datta, P. (2011). Prevalence of low physical
activity and its relation to social environment in deprived areas in the London Borough of
Redbridge. Social Indicators Research, 104, 311-322, DOI: 10.1007/s11205-010-9745-x
Estacio, E.V. (2009). ‘Your freedom ends where my nose begins’: Health psychology's potential
towards critical empowerment, media advocacy and social action. Journal of Health
Psychology, 14, 660-662.
Estacio, E.V. (2009). Human exploitation is NOT a joke - so don't laugh. Journal of Health Psychology,
14, 627-637.
Estacio, E.V. and Marks, D.F. (2007). Health inequity and social injustice for the Aytas in the
Philippines: Critical psychology in action. Journal of Social Action in Counselling and
Psychology, 1, 40-57.
Estacio, E.V. (2006). Going beyond the rhetoric: The movement of critical health psychology towards
social action. Journal of Health Psychology, 11, 347-350.
Estacio, E.V. & Marks, D.F. (2005). Child labour and the ILO Convention 182: A critical perspective.
Journal of Health Psychology, 10, 475-484.
EXTERNAL AFFILIATIONS
•
•
•
•
•

Journal of Health Psychology (Editorial board member)
Health Psychology Open (Editorial board member)
Community, Work and Family (Editorial board member)
Philippine Journal of Psychology (Editorial board member)
Health Literacy UK (Steering Group Member, Seminar Lead)
Stoke-on-Trent Health Literacy (Steering Group Member)

RAJMIL FISCHMAN

I was born and raised in Lima, Peru, to parents who were born in the Jewish quarters of small towns
near the Rumanian-Russian border - known today as Moldova: my grandparents and parents
immigrated to Peru during the 1930s. When I was 19 I went to study in Israel, where I lived for 10 years
and met my wife, before moving to the United Kingdom in 1985. My background and education combine
both, science and the creative arts: I started playing the piano at an early age, attended musical studies
at the National Conservatory of Lima (Peru), the Rubin Academy at Tel Aviv University and York
University (UK), but also obtained a BSc in Electrical Engineering from the Israel Institute of Technology.
In fact, this cultural background and education have shaped not only my research and creative activities
but also a specific outlook on society, politics and humankind. In particular, they have driven me to ask
questions more than settling for reassuring answers.
I am a composer and I make music for one simple reason: necessity. For me, composing is the need
to distil, re-create and externalize consciousness arising from lived experience, in the hope that other
human beings can empathize and be moved by this externalization embodied in the musical work. It is
the need to create works that are self-contained micro-universes, with their own structural and temporal
rules, that defy the limitations of commonly perceived reality. Every time, composing is a response to
the need to achieve beauty, which is expressed in the satisfaction derived from the sensory and mental
appreciation of both the whole of a work and its constituents. As a result of personal aesthetic
preference I have chosen to work with musical material and syntax that do not fulfil mass commercial
expectations. However, being able to reach an audience, to touch and move other human beings, is of
special importance, and I am therefore fortunate to have performances of my compositions worldwide
(e.g. La Jaula Invisible: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xMpnrCedpI, ¿Te Acuerdas Hijo?:
https://vimeo.com/55093631, Ruraq Maki: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eb2FMNiL0-4, Ets
HaDa’at: https://vimeo.com/69247483).
Following after my scientific background, this compositional output is often linked to the opportunities
opened by technological development. As I immersed myself in these opportunities, the concept of
music acquired a wide sense of significance: articulation of time that is not exclusively achieved through
sound but also through other media, including the moving image, human interaction and materials that
stimulate any of our senses. A possible way of encapsulating this idea is the definition of Structured
interactive immersive Multimedia experiences (SiiMe). In SiiMe users advance at their own pace,
choosing their own trajectory through a multimedia creative work but acting within its rules and
constraints towards a final goal: the realisation of the work. This opens up the practice of music to all of
us: we do not have to be expert performers. Indeed, I am, you are, she is musical and if this is so, we
can not only listen to music but also make music: if we use technology wisely, we can all meet in any
parlour, physical or virtual, and have the means and skills to make music in it.
I believe that making music together in its widest sense provides a path to physical and social health
and well-being. This has been reinforced by my discovery of cultural animation which, following the
premises proposed by the educator Paulo Freire, advocates knowledge creation with (rather than for)
communities, fostering an environment in which community members, professionals and academics
cooperate, co-design and co-produce valuable outputs and knowledge. I am therefore very interested
to work with humanities, social and health experts using cultural animation methodologies with the hope
that the economics that parallel technology become truly committed to serving global needs rather than
minority power; becoming available to all. Music in its widest sense and creativity in general will then
fulfil social and political functions that make this a good world for all. I am very satisfied with my work to
this day, but there is one thing I know I am missing, and that is the opportunity to benefit and empower
others beyond the aesthetic realm; namely, physically and mentally as well as spiritually.

ANDY HASSELL

One of six, I was born in Hertfordshire but spent my formative years in Sunderland,
Stenhousemuir and Salford. I live in Stone with Mary, my wife, a local GP, and Ellie, the
youngest of our 4 children, the others having flown the nest.
My two professional passions are rheumatology and medical education. With regards the
former, I’m a consultant rheumatologist based locally at the Haywood Hospital. I have been
lucky enough to practise in an era when the outlook for patients with quite common diseases
such as rheumatoid arthritis has changed dramatically due chiefly to drug developments
coupled with greater collaboration of the multi-disciplinary team. With regards medical
education, I was appointed Head of the School of Medicine at Keele in 2015. My interest in
this area stems for undergraduate days, when I felt there were huge missed opportunities in
undergraduate medical education. In my final year I wrote to the Dean of my medical school
with suggestions about the course – only to receive a brusque rebuff. I firmly believe that
good medical education has the ability to influence the health of people, from individuals
(graduates from Keele have already performed well over one million consultations) to the
population, and this is what drives me.
When appointed to my current post, I identified, as one priority for the School, the
development of relationships and educational opportunities in global health for several
reasons. Firstly, our graduates will practise increasingly in a global context, be that by dint of
the mobility of their potential patients, their own travel to practise or by the spread of health
considerations, not least environmental issues, across traditional international boundaries.
Secondly, a lot of our students have a strong desire to learn about global health. We tend to
select a lot of altruistic students who are keen to contribute and they see opportunities to do
so in global health contexts. Moreover, it is very clear that we have much to learn from other
communities. Our aspiration is to work with other communities, to learn from each other and
to do so in an inter-disciplinary context. I am really excited about the inter-disciplinary
developments represented by the MRC-AHRC funded partnership SOLACE. The potential for
medical students to work with students within arts and humanities in a global health context
is particularly exciting and I am very keen to make whatever contribution I can.

Professor Andrew Hassell
Nationality
Telephone
Email address

British
01782 734691
a.hassell@keele.ac.uk

Primary affiliation
Head of School of Medicine, Keele University and Honorary Consultant Rheumatologist,
Haywood Hospital (Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Partnership NHS Trust)
Employment history
1.01.2007 – 28.02.2015
1.04.2003 – 1.01.2007
1.01.2002 – 1.01.2007
1.04.1997 – 28.02.2015
1.01.2002 – 1.01.2007
1.01.1995 – 31.03.1997
1.05.1992 – 30.12.1994
1.02.1990 – 30.04.1992
1.09.1988 – 30.01.1990

Director of Undergraduate Programmes, School of Medicine,
Keele University
Module lead, Undergraduate Medical Curriculum, School of
Medicine, Keele University
Associate Postgraduate Dean (Education) West Midlands
Consultant Rheumatologist and Senior Lecturer, University
Hospital of North Staffordshire and Keele University, respectively
Associate Postgraduate Dean (Education) West Midlands
Consultant Rheumatologist, Cannock Chase Hospital
Senior Registrar in Rheumatology, Staffs Rheumatology Centre,
North Staffs NHS Trust
Research Registrar in Rheumatology
University of Birmingham (Arthritis and Rheumatism Council)
Tutor in Rheumatology/Honorary Registrar Uni of Manchester

Education and qualifications
MB ChB University of Manchester July 1984
MRCP(UK) February 1988
FRCP (London) May 1999
MD University of Manchester June 1993
M.Med.Ed Dundee University 2005
Rheumatology accreditation 1994
Previous and current grant funding
• Co-Applicant, Medical Research Council & Arts and Humanities Research Council
(£197,945), with Dr Lisa Dikomitis (PI), Dr M Dayrit, Prof C Mallen, Prof A Hassell, Prof M
Kelemen, Dr C Ramirez and Ms S Moffat
SOLACE: Stories of Public Health through Local Arts-Based Community Engagement
Nov 2017-Oct 2019
• UK principal applicant British Council Newton Fund “Transforming Primary healthcare in
the Philippines: An innovative pilot of PG development programme for primary care
physicians in the province of Northern Samar” (£50,000) August 2017-July 2019
• Medical Schools Council Assessment Alliance. “Understanding differences in standard
setting in UK medical schools” Co-applicant. £20,000 (2016-18)
• Arthritis Research UK Educational Grant. A study of the effectiveness of nurse education
of patients taking Methotrexate. £25,412.00 1.8.12-31.7.13 Dr David Walker (PI), Ms
Sandra Robinson, Dr Sarah Ryan and Professor Andrew Hassell.
• ARC Educational Research Fellowship, Dr R Sandhu, 1.3.06 – 1.3.08 A study to develop
and implement a formative assessment instrument for videotaped consultations of
Specialist Registrars (SpRs) in Rheumatology £115,958. Supervisors: AB Hassell, P Ong
• Haywood Rheumatism Research and Development Foundation Grant to fund a Lecturer
in Rheumatology Nursing at Keele University, 2004-9 (£200,000)

Professional involvement
Member Medical Schools Council
Member British Society for Rheumatology
Member of the Board of Directors, Association for the Study of Medical Education (ASME)
Chairman, Haywood Rheumatism Research and Development Foundation
A variety of roles previously for Arthritis Research UK (Including chairman of Education SubCommittee)
Curriculum lead for Rheumatology Higher Medical Training, co-opted to Rheumatology
Specialist Advisory Committee, 2003-2015
Convenor, BSR Special Interest Group in Education, 2004 onwards
RCP Regional Specialty Adviser for training, W Midlands 2005-8
Chairman, West Midlands Rheumatology Services and Training Committee 2002-5.
Supervision and mentoring
2 PhD students:
Dr Zoe Paskins: “Understanding the Primary Care Osteoarthritis Consultation using VideoStimulate Recall” 2015.
Dr Ravinder Sandhu: “Consultation skills training for rheumatology specialist registrars:
Exploration of the attitudes of stakeholders and development of formative assessment
instrument”.
6 students in their qualifying dissertation for Masters in Medical Education and 8 students in
their qualifying dissertation for Masters in Rheumatology Nursing.
I led the Keele MBCHB medical programme, as Director of Undergraduate Programmes,
from its inception until my appointment as Head of School in 2015. As part of this, I
supervised and mentored a team of senior academics/clinicians in what was a new medical
school.
Additional information
• Global Health in Keele School of Medicine: Since my appointment as its Head, the
Keele School of Medicine has developed a strategy around global health
partnerships. This is in recognition of the relevance of global health to the practice of
healthcare, of the appetite for students and staff for involvement in global health, and
a desire to expand the School’s horizons. We now have partnerships with the
Universities of Tongji (Shangha), Botucatu (Brazil), Ateneo (Philippines) and
anticipate developing further partnerships with the Kotelawala Defence University
(Sri Lanka). These partnerships include exchange programmes for students and
collaborative research projects, particularly around medical education.
• Humanities in Keele School of Medicine: As a school we are committed to the
importance of the arts and humanities in Medicine, both in terms of fostering well
rounded doctors and in terms of the potential the Arts have to complement clinical
care and wellbeing. We have an appointed humanities lead. Students are given the
opportunity to choose from a wide range of humanities options, including subjects
within English Literature, History, Music and Drama.
• Research: My initial research activities were within the field of clinical rheumatology,
in which I successfully focussed on rheumatoid arthritis intervention and outcome
studies for 8 years. As the academic component of my career became more focused
on medical education, I have led and engaged in a number of educational research
projects. These have included: research into the assessment of doctors in training
which has influenced national policy in this regard; a randomised controlled trial of a
multimedia learning resource in undergraduate learning of joint assessment; work on
understanding the transitions which students and doctors make in their training.

TOBY HELLIWELL

I was born in Shropshire England but moved to Monze, Zambia in Sub-Saharan Africa when I was 6
weeks old. My father and mother were teachers there and I lived there until I was 11 when my family
returned to the UK to live. As you would expect my childhood years have had a great impact on the
direction of my life and interests. I was deeply interested in medicine and the incredible impact that
the medical profession had on people’s lives there. In particular there was a lady called Sister Lucy
O’Brien a Catholic Sister but also all-round medic and surgeon who ran the local hospital but cared for
my mother when she was pregnant with my sister subsequently called ‘Lucy’!
Secondary school was a mixture of hard work balanced with play as I was also interested in sport,
playing rugby, squash and cricket for the county as well as cycling and mountaineering in my spare
time. After a gap year travelling through a well-trodden South East Asia, Australia and the Pacific, I
attended Birmingham medical school, qualifying in 2000 from where I did various medical jobs
including a year in Australia and training to registrar level in anaesthesia. However, my calling to
general practice was late in my career as was my entry into academia (encouragement to pursue
academia is entirely down to Professor Christian Mallen for whom I offer great thanks!).
General practice has turned out to be the speciality I always should have been in as I feel that it is the
setting where I as a doctor can do the most good for most people. Academia in general practice
extends this and creates a great opportunity to develop and implement robust research based
population level care to improve outcomes for potentially thousands of patients. Given my Zambian
background I have always had the desire to use these skills to improve the care and health in regions
of the world less fortunate than us. However, of utmost importance to me is that our work is
appropriate to the needs and cultural sensitivities of the region and that our findings are pragmatic,
simple, cost-effective and will improve health outcome for all and not just those that can afford it!
I now live in Marston Montgomery in Derbyshire with my wife and three daughters who keep us
incredibly busy now. Unfortunately my days of rugby and cricket are over but with that new hobbies
and interests are on the horizon and as a family we plan to learn how to dinghy sail come the New
Year.

Dr Toby Helliwell
E-mail

t.helliwell@keele.ac.uk

Primary affiliation
Institute of Primary Care and Health Sciences, Keele University.
Employment history
Current
GP Principal, Kingsbridge Medical Practice, Clayton, ST5 3HP.
NIHR Academic Clinical Lecturer, ARUK primary Care Centre, Keele University.
Previous Employment
NSPCR Career progression GP Research Fellow
Sept 2013-Aug2015
NIHR In practice fellowship
Sept 2011-Aug 2013
Salaried GP, Moorcroft Medical Centre, Stoke on Trent. February 2011- June 2011
General Practice Vocational Training Scheme, North Staffordshire.
Aug 2010-Feb 2011
General Practice Well Street Medical Centre, Cheadle
Aug 2009-Aug 2010
General Practice, Wolstanton Medical Centre, Newcastle-Under Lyme
Apr 2009-Aug 2009
ENT, University Hospital North Staffordshire.
Dec 2008-Apr 2009
Paediatrics, University Hospital North Staffordshire
Aug 2008-Dec 2008
General Practice, Wolstanton Medical Centre, Newcastle-Under-Lyme
Apr 2008-Aug 2008
Psychiatry an Psychogeriatrics, Bradwell Hospital, North Staffordshire
Dec 2007-Apr 2008
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University Hospital North Staffordshire
Aug 2007-Dec 2007
Accident and Emergency, University Hospital North Staffordshire
Mar 2007-Aug 2007
Registrar Anaesthetics and Intensive Care, Good Hope Hospital,
Sutton Coldfield
Dec 2006-Mar 2007 Registrar Anaesthetics and Intensive Care,Alexandra, Hospital,Redditch.
Aug 2006-Dec 2006 Senior House Officer Intensive Care, University Hospital Birmingham Queen
Elizabeth, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
Feb 2004-Jul 2006 Senior House Officer Anaesthetics and Intensive Care, Russell’s Hall Hospital,
Dudley, West Midlands.
Feb 2003-Feb 2004 SRMO Emergency Medicine and ITU Rotation.
St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney & Wagga Wagga Base Hospital, NSW,
AUSTRALIA, Teaching hospital for the University of NSW
Feb 2002-Feb 2003
SHO Medicine, Princess Royal Hospital, Telford
6 Months Cardiology including CCU
6 Months Elderly Care/Neurology including stroke rehabilitation
Aug 2001-Feb 2002
SHO Accident and Emergency St. Richards Hospital, Chichester
Aug 2000-Aug 2001
Pre-Registration House Officer posts.
General Surgery
(02/2001- 08/ 2001)
Birmingham Heartlands Hospital,
Renal Medicine
(11/2000 – 02/2001)
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham
General Medicine/Endocrinology
(08/2000-11/2000)
Selly Oak Hospital, Birmingham

Education and qualifications
University of Birmingham Medical School
MBChB July 2000
Royal College of Anaesthetists
FRCA (Primary) January 2006
Diploma of obstetrics and Gynaecology DRCOG January 2008
MRCGP
February 2011
MMedSci
November 2012
PhD
July 2016
Previous and current grant funding
NSPCR GP career progression fellowship. £70,000 September 2013 to September 2014
NIHR In Practice Fellowship £99,008 Sept 2011 to September 2013.
RCGP Scientific Foundation Board Grant £19,200 December 2011- December 2012
West Midlands Deanery extension of training award £27,000 August 2010-February 2011
Recognitions
ARUK GP registrar Prize for Musculoskeletal Medicine 2010 (West Midlands)
Awarded £500 bursary by the West Midlands RCGP Deanery to attend WONCA Europe 2010
Donald Crombie Prize 2010 RCGP West Midlands Annual Research Conference
Professional involvement
OMERACT PMR Fellow. PMR outcome measure development 2013-2015
Map of Medicine fellow after developing the Map of Medicine PMR and GCA map (2014-present)
Supervision and mentoring
• Coordinator and lead supervisor of year 3 and year 5 medical students
• PDT for 3 medical students
Publications
1.

Helliwell T, et al. Development of a Provisional Core Domain Set for Polymyalgia Rheumatica: Report from the
OMERACT 12 Polymyalgia Rheumatica Working Group. The Journal of rheumatology 2016, 43(1):182-186.IF 3.19
2. Helliwell T, Mallen C, Peat G, Hay E. Research into practice: improving musculoskeletal care in general practice.
Br J Gen Pract 2014 Jul;64(624):372-374 IF 2.29
3. Helliwell T, Hider SL, Mallen CD. Polymyalgia rheumatica: diagnosis, prescribing, and monitoring in general
practice. Br J Gen Pract 2013 May;63(610):361-366. IF 2.29
4. Helliwell T, Hider SL, Mallen CD. Recommended management of polymyalgia rheumatica. Prescriber 2013
March;24:37-41
5. Helliwell T, Hider SL, Barraclough K, Dasgupta B, Mallen CD. Diagnosis and management of polymyalgia
rheumatica. Br J Gen Pract 2012 May;62(598):275-276. IF 2.29
6. Hancock AT, Mallen CD, Muller S, Belcher J, Roddy E, Helliwell T, Hider SL. Risk of vascular events in patients with
polymyalgia rheumatica. CMAJ 2014 Jul 28. (E495-501. doi: 10.1503/cmaj.140266. Epub 2014 Jul 28) IF 5.95
7. Muller S, Hider SL, Helliwell T, Lawton S, Barraclough K, Dasgupta B, et al. Characterising those with incident
polymyalgia rheumatica in primary care: results from the PMR Cohort Study. Arthritis Res Ther. 2016 Sep
7;18:200,016-1097-8.
8. Muller S, Hider SL, Belcher J, Helliwell T, Mallen CD. Is cancer associated with polymyalgia rheumatica? A cohort
study in the General Practice Research Database. Ann Rheum Dis 2013 Jul 10.(1769-73. doi:
10.1136/annrheumdis-2013-203465. Epub 2013 Jul 10) IF 10.377
9. Muller S, Hider S, Helliwell T, Bailey J, Barraclough K, Cope L, Dasgupta B, Foskett R, Hughes R, Mayson Z, Purcell
C, Roddy E, Wathall S, Zwierska I, Mallen CD. The epidemiology of polymyalgia rheumatica in primary care: a
research protocol. BMC Musculoskelet Disord 2012 Jun 15;13:102-2474-13-102. IF 1.72
10. Barraclough K, Mallen CD, Helliwell T, Hider SL, Dasgupta B. Diagnosis and management of giant cell arteritis. Br J
Gen Pract 2012 Jun;62(599):329-330. IF 2.29

MIHAELA KELEMEN

I was born in Romania in a Transylvanian mining town and moved to Bucharest for my first
degree in economics when I was 18 and then to Oxford for my DPhil in management studies
when I was 23. I am half Romanian and half Hungarian though I never managed to learn
Hungarian because the paternal grandparents were not alive and the maternal ones looked
after me. I have always been interested in books, philosophy and theatre so much so that I
directed plays in high school, entered philosophy competitions and published a book of
poetry in Romanian when I was 22 entitled ‘The house without doors’. As it was published
two years after the collapse of communism, critics suggested that the title was political when
in fact all my poems were about teenage angst, falling in love and looking for a deeper
meaning in life. Nothing to do with communism! Despite its shortcomings, I benefitted a lot
from the communist education system which was very well rounded and totally meritocratic
with great and cheap access to culture and to classics. An opera ticket cost the equivalent of
£2 when I was an undergraduate in Bucharest.
When I moved to Oxford I was very fortunate to be supervised by a sociologist (Prof. Keith
Grint). His passion for philosophy and critical theory quickly rubbed on to me. I left behind
my initial economics paradigm and never looked back. The second chance encounter was in
2010 with Sue Moffat, a theatre director based in Newcastle under Lyme. She rekindled my
passion for the theatre and the arts. My research moved away from operations and quality
management to wider societal and community issues, fusing art based methodologies with
an American Pragmatist strand of philosophy. I have worked at Keele for over 20 years and
I feel very fortunate for the friendships I have made here and for the freedom to pursue what
excited me, despite working in a management school.

MIHAELA LIGIA KELEMEN
Professor of Management and Public Engagement
Director of Community Animation and Social Innovation Centre-CASIC
Keele University, UK
Education and Appointments
1992-1995 University of Oxford, DPhil (Management Studies-full time); Thesis Title: The
Role of Leadership in Achieving TQM: A Multi-paradigm Study
2006 to date: Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
2014 to date: Member of the AHRC Peer Review College
2017 to date: Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts
Selected grants
MRC-ARHC (£198K) SOLACE: Stories of Public Health through Local Arts-Based Community
Engagement CI, with Dr L Dikomitis (PI), Dr M Dayrit, Prof C Mallen, Prof A Hassell, Dr C
Ramirez and Ms S Moffat Nov 2017-Oct 2019
Audencia Research Project Award (10K) CI, Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities of
Practice through Co-creative Innovation, March 2017-March, 2018
Keele Innovation Fund Award (5K) CI, Soapbox Science (in collaboration with Dr. Dimitra
Blana - PI, ITSM and Sue Moffat, New Vic Borderlines) March 2017-March 2018
Keele Innovation Fund Award (5K) CI, Forum for Rural Research on Health and Wellbeing
(FRRESH) in collaboration with the Institute of Primary Care and Health Sciences (PI: Dr.
Tom Kingstone), March 2017-March 2018
Leverhulme Early Career Fellowship (2016-2019): Research Supervisor for Dr. Karian
Schuitema
Connected Communities Catalyst Fund Award (3K) CI, in collaboration with Open, Leicester
and Brunel Universities for a series of writing retreats, November 2016-May, 2017
AHRC Connected Communities Festival (15K) PI Animating Local Appetites: a Celebration
of community Food and Health in Stoke in Trent, March 2015-December 2015.
SEE Change, Scale and Growth Award, UnLtd (7K), PI, April, 2015-March 2016.
AHRC-British Academy Bursary: 2K to present at the International Seminar on Social
Innovation and Creative Responses to Global Urban Challenges, British Academy, London,
October 2014
EPSRC Community and Culture Network (22K), Co-I, Beyond the Foodbank: Using Digital
technologies to escape food poverty, September, 2014-March 2015
AHRC Connected Communities development grant (£100K) PI, Evaluating the Legacy of
Animative and Iterative Connected Communities Projects: A Three Dimensional Model of
Change, in collaboration with the New Vic Theatre, Jericho Road Solutions and Leicester
University, February 2014-June 2015,
AHRC collaborative grant, (£55K) CI, Co-designing asset mapping: comparative approaches
(led by Open University), February 2014-December 2014
AHRC Connected Community Cardiff Festival and Further Dissemination grant (£16K), PI,
Animating Communities: A Three Dimensional Installation, in collaboration with the New Vic
Theatre, Brunel University and Leicester University, July 2014-March 2015

AHRC Connected Communities Cardiff Festival and Further Dissemination grant (£13K) CI
(led by Leicester University), July 2014-March 2015
ESRC seminar series on Marketplace exclusion: representations, resistances and
responses CI (led by Prof. Liz Parsons, Liverpool University), September 2013-September
2015
AHRC Connected Communities Showcase and Knowledge Dissemination Award (£19K) PI
‘Bridging the Gap: an Interactive Audio-visual Installation’
AHRC Development Research Grant (£122K) PI: ‘Untold Stories of Volunteering: A Cultural
Animation Project’ (partners: Leicester University, The New Vic Theatre and National
Council for Voluntary Organizations), February 2013-July 2014
AHRC Follow-on Research Grant (£53K) PI: 'Bridging the Gap between Academic Theory
and Community Relevance: Fresh Insights from American Pragmatism’ (partners: The Open
University, Brunel University, Edinburgh University and Sienan Gakuin University, Japan)
February 2013 to February 2014
AHRC Connected Communities Showcase Award (£15K) PI: ‘A Little Act of Kindness’
(London, 2013)
AHRC Scoping Study (£37K) PI: ‘Exploring Personal Communities: A Review of Volunteering
Processes’ (AH/J012238/1) February 2012-February 2013
AHRC Development Project Grant (£122K) CI : 'Unearth Hidden Assets through Community
Co-design and Co-production' (lead by Brunel University) February 2013 to July 2014
Keele Teaching Innovation Project Scheme (£3700) CI: ‘Dramatizing Theory in Practice’,
2012
Keele iK Innovation Fund (£2500), PI: ‘Inspiring Community Leadership in Staffordshire’,
(£2500), 2011
British Council (£30K), PI: ‘Developing Business Management in Moldova’, 1998
Member of the advisory board of the AHRC Collaborative grant (held by University of
Newcastle): The Role of Creative Interventions in Fostering Connectivity and Resilience in
Old People (February, 2014 to December 2014)

PhD supervision: 12 completions to date and 3 current PhD
PhD examining over 25 theses in the UK, Australia, Holland, Malaysia, Finland

Journal Editorship
2007 to date Associate Editor of Gender, Work, Organization
2004 to date Member of the Editorial Board of Leadership
2014 to date Member of the Editorial Board of Anthropological Researches and Studies,
Romanian Academy

CHRISTIAN MALLEN

Born and bred a Shropshire Lad, I grew up in the rural idyll of Cleobury Mortimer. With offers
to attend drama school secured I changed my mind at the 11th hour and decided to study
medicine. Confronting my fear of crossing busy roads and using public transport I studied
medicine (1993-1998) and Microbiology (1993-1996) at Nottingham University. Following
‘house jobs’ in Nottingham I moved to Stoke-on-Trent, believing it to be a suburb of
Birmingham – the place my wife really wanted to live.
I was always destined to be a GP - I can only concentrate for 10 minute bursts and like to
know a bit about everything. My desire to postpone being a full-time GP resulted in studying
for MMedSci and MPhil degrees before eventually being coerced into applying for an Arthritis
Research UK doctoral training fellowship. Still afraid to commit fully to an academic career I
continue to work clinically in Newcastle-under-Lyme.
My research focuses on improving the primary care diagnosis and management of common
musculoskeletal disorders (such as osteoarthritis and gout) and uses predominately
quantitative methods (although I have been known to dabble in the dark arts).
Musculoskeletal conditions are hugely disabling and are the leading causes of years lived
disability yet research in this area in low- and middle-income countries continues to be
neglected. My interest in global health is long-standing. At medical school, I planned to be an
infectious disease doctor, working for the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention in
Atlanta and wearing high-tech space suits to battle communicable disease in all its forms.
I am married to Angela and have two amazing young children (Sam and Alice) who have
redefined my world. I love wine, cheese and reading novels I can buy in a supermarket. I
dislike tomato ketchup, wearing shoes and Tom Hanks.

PROFESSOR Christian David Mallen
DEGREES & QUALIFICATIONS
BMedSci (Nottingham University)
BM BS (Nottingham University)
MMedSci
(Keele University, with distinction)
MRCGP (with distinction, Keele University)
MPhil (with distinction, Keele University)
PhD
(Keele University)
Fellow, Royal College of General Practitioners
Fellow, Faculty of Public Health

1996
1998
2001
2001
2003
2008
2014
2017

PRIZES & AWARDS
West Midlands Deanery Primary Care Fellowship
Great Expectations Award, RCGP
Arthritis Research UK Primary Care Fellowship
Arthritis Research UK Postdoctoral Fellowship
Arthritis Research UK Clinician Scientist Fellowship
Yvonne Carter Award for Outstanding Young Researcher Award, RCGP/SAPC
John Fry Award, RCGP
NIHR Translational Research Professorship in General Practice
Wellcome Trust Leadership Programme

2001
2002
2004
2008
2011
2011
2014
2014
2017

CURRENT APPOINTMENT
Professor of General Practice Research, University of Keele
Research lead and deputy Director, iPCHS
Training Director, NIHR National School for Primary Care Research
Deputy Director, West Midlands CLAHRC
General Practitioner, NHS North Staffordshire
Associate Research and Development Director, NHS North Staffordshire
Honorary Professor in Rheumatology, Birmingham University
Director, Wellcome Trust PhD programme for primary care

20112016201120112003201620162017-

CURRENT National Research Funding Councils and Boards
Arthritis Research UK Primary Care Panel
NIHR Clinician Scientist Award Panel
NIHR Integrated Academic Training Panel

2009-15
20162016-

Trial Steering and Data & Safety Monitoring Committees
TSC, BARACK D (Oxford University/NIHR)
TSC, ASPIRE (Birmingham University/MRC)
DMC, CEDAR trial (Bristol University/NIHR)

201220122014-

SELECTED CURRENT RESEARCH GRANTS (PRINCIPAL/JOINT INVESTIGATOR)
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Wellcome Trust PhD Programme for Primary Care, £5.200,000
LILFORD R, MALLEN C et al. NIHR GLOBAL HEALTH RESEARCH GROUP IN SLUM HEALTH, £7,000,000
RODDY E, MALLEN C, LITTLE P, SANTER M, HENEGHAN C, MAHTANI K, AVERY T, MEHTA R,
BLAGOJEVIC M, JOWLETT S, HAY E. Treating acute gout in primary care. A randomised trial comparing
naproxen and low dose colchicine, NIHR School for Primary Care Research. £668, 647
HAY EM, HUGHES R, VAN DER WINDT DA, FOSTER NE, PEAT G, MALLEN C, THOMAS E, ONG BN,
JORDAN K, DUNN K. Arthritis Research UK Centre of Excellence for Primary Care. £2, 200, 000
FOSTER N, MALLEN C, DUNN KM, VAN DER WINDT DA, JOWETT S, HAY EM. Stratified care for
Musculoskeletal Pain. NIHR Programme Grant. £2,000,000
West Midlands Collaboration for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care (Keele University
Lead). £750,000
FOSTER N, MALLEN C, HAY E, VAN DER WINDT DA, LEWIS M, JOWETT S, HILL J. Stratified care for

sciatica: the scopic trial. NIHR HTA £1,200,000
MALLEN C, RODDY, E, FOSTER N, PEAT G, PASKINS Z, JOWETT S, JINKS C, THOMAS E. Improving
outcomes for patients with hip OA. NIHR Research for Patient Benefit, £350, 000
9. MALLEN C, DZIEDZIC K, PEAT G, MARSHALL M, OPPONG R, CONAGHAN P, DOHERTY M, ZHANG W,
ARDEN N. Chondroitin sulphate for hand osteoarthritis. HTA £14100000
10. LAMB S, WILLIAMSON E, BRUCE J, BARKER K, FITCH G, HUTCHINSON C, MALLEN C, FAIRBANK J,
ARDEN N, FRENCH D. Better outcomes for older people with spinal trouble (BOOST). NIHR Programme
Grant, £2000000
11. MALLEN C, DZIEDZIC K, PEAT G, MARSHALL M, OPPONG R, CONAGHAN P, DOHERTY M, ZHANG W,
ARDEN N. Chondroitin sulphate for hand osteoarthritis. HTA £14100000
12. CHESTERTON L, RODDY E, MALLEN C, THOMAS M, FOSTER N. Improving care for patients with plantar
fasciitis. NIHR RfPB £350000
8.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
1.

Kuo CF, Grainge MJ, Mallen C, Zhang W, Doherty M. Comorbidities in patients with gout prior to and
following diagnosis: case-control study. Ann Rheum Dis. 2016 Jan;75(1):210-7. doi:
10.1136/annrheumdis-2014-206410.

2.

Clarson LE, Hider SL, Belcher J, Heneghan C, Roddy E, Mallen CD. Increased risk of vascular disease
associated with gout: a retrospective, matched cohort study in the UK clinical practice research
datalink. Ann Rheum Dis. 2015, 74(4):642-7. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-2014-205252. PMID:
25165032

3.

Kuo CF, Grainge MJ, Mallen C, Zhang W, Doherty M. Rising burden of gout in the UK but continuing
suboptimal management: a nationwide population study. Ann Rheum Dis. 2015 Apr;74(4):661-7. doi:
10.1136/annrheumdis-2013-204463.

4.

Rzewuska M, Mallen CD, Strauss VY, Belcher J, Peat G. One-year trajectories of depression and anxiety
symptoms in older patients presenting in general practice with musculoskeletal pain: A latent class
growth analysis. J Psychosom Res. 2015 Sep;79(3):195-201. doi: 10.1016/j.jpsychores.2015.05.016.

5.

Muller S, Hider SL, Belcher J, Helliwell T, Mallen CD. Is cancer associated with polymyalgia
rheumatica? A cohort study in the General Practice Research Database. Ann Rheum Dis. 2014
Oct;73(10):1769-73. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-2013-203465.

6.

Hancock AT, Mallen CD, Muller S, Belcher J, Roddy E, Helliwell T, Hider SL. Risk of vascular events in
patients with polymyalgia rheumatica. CMAJ. 2014, 16;186(13):E495-501. doi: 10.1503/cmaj.140266.
PMID: 25070989

7.

Mallen CD, Thomas E, Belcher J, Rathod T, Croft P, Peat G. Point-of-care prognosis for common
musculoskeletal pain in older adults. JAMA Intern Med. 2013, 24;173(12):1119-25. doi:
10.1001/jamainternmed.2013.962.

8.

Chesterton LS, Lewis AM, Sim J, Mallen CD, Mason EE, Hay EM, van der Windt DA. Transcutaneous
electrical nerve stimulation as adjunct to primary care management for tennis elbow: pragmatic
randomised controlled trial (TATE trial). BMJ. 2013 2;347:f5160. doi: 10.1136/bmj.f5160.

9.

Jellema P, van der Windt DA, Bruinvels DJ, Mallen CD, van Weyenberg SJ, Mulder CJ, de Vet HC. Value
of symptoms and additional diagnostic tests for colorectal cancer in primary care: systematic review
and meta-analysis. BMJ. 2010, 340:c1269. doi: 10.1136/bmj.c1269.

10. Stack RJ, van Tuyl LH, Sloots M, van de Stadt LA, Hoogland W, Maat B, Mallen CD, Tiwana R, Raza K,

van Schaardenburg D. Symptom complexes in patients with seropositive arthralgia and in patients
newly diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis: a qualitative exploration of symptom development.
Rheumatology (Oxford). 2014 Sep;53(9):1646-53. doi: 10.1093/rheumatology/keu159.

SUE MOFFAT

I am the founder Director of New Vic Borderlines at the New Vic Theatre in Staffordshire. New Vic
Borderlines is the theatre’s outreach department responding directly to the needs of the community
locally and to the issues nationally and globally which have an impact on the lives of ordinary people.
As director of New Vic Borderlines I focus on working with individuals, groups and communities who
exist on ‘the borders’, who are marginalised for various reasons, and as such have reduced prospects
to impact on the conditions which affect them, pursue opportunities for positive change, and are
deprived of the rights to celebrate as well as contribute to the wider community. As well as working
closely with those existing on the borders my work involves directly statutory organisations and
agencies as wells as NGOs who are charged with reducing isolation, disconnection and social exclusion
and creating opportunities to bring disparate groups together in a meaningful and productive way.
My approach uses documentary theatre techniques and embraces the historiographies of the people
I work alongside, creating opportunities for policy makers and those in power to be able to access and
understand the ambitions of these individuals and communities and thereby create an environment
where individuals can play a role in shaping their world and realising their aspirations and ambitions.
This work operates on both a micro and macro level and always begins with the importance of
validating the language used by participants to describe their experiences, placing the 'mantle of
expert' upon their shoulders in exploring what changes they would like to see, who should be involved
and how to make it happen.
Our participants include young people at risk, young people and adults in the criminal justice system
including prisoners, victims of crime, people with mental health issues, people with disabilities,
isolated communities including older people and members of the black and minority ethnic
communities of Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent and Gypsy and Traveller communities and Refugees
and Asylum Seekers. I also design and deliver training for a range of professionals who work within
community settings and with the Social Agenda i.e. Police, Magistrates and Judges, Crown Prosecution
Service, Teachers, Lecturers, Social Workers, Council Workers and people involved in the third sector
and private sector.
My documentary theatre drama, ‘All Our Daughters?, commissioned by the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and Forced Marriage Unit was described by the Chief Crown Prosecutor for the
UK as ‘Life-Saving’ My current work ‘Inside Out’ with girls at risk of exploitation is funded by the John
Paul Getty Jnr Charitable Trust.

SUSAN MOFFAT
DIRECTOR, NEW VIC BORDERLINES, NEW VIC THEATRE, NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME
CV
EDUCATION
BA Hons, Sociology and Applied Social Studies, Keele University
Critical Perspectives In Holocaust Education (MA in Education), Institute Of Education,
London University

ACHIEVEMENTS AS DIRECTOR OF NEW VIC BORDERLINES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fellow in Holocaust Education, Imperial War Museum
Clarion Award Highly Commended for Community Engagement
National British Crime Award (for reducing crime and building stronger
communities)
Regional Global Ethics Award awarded by the Institute of Global Ethics and
Government Office West Midlands
National Global Ethics Award awarded by the Institute of Global Ethics and the
Home Office
National Skills for Care Accolade awarded for Innovation in training
Designed and Directed the first piece of theatre to be performed in the House of
Commons
Designed and delivered the first National Youth Conference for the Holocaust
Memorial Day Trust
Honorary Research Fellow, Keele University

SELECTED RECENT GRANTS (as community partner or Co-I)
MRC-ARHC (£198K) SOLACE: Stories of Public Health through Local Arts-Based Community
Engagement CI, with Dr L Dikomitis (PI), Dr M Dayrit, Prof C Mallen, Prof A Hassell, Dr C Ramirez
and Prof M Kelemen Nov 2017-Oct 2019
Heseltine Institute Social Economy Theme: Hungry for Change: Working together to tackle
food poverty in Liverpool and Stoke-on-Trent University of Liverpool
AHRC: Research Grant Disability and Community: Dis/engagement, dis/enfranchisement,
dis/parity and dissent - aka The D4D project (Co-Investigator) Exeter University Bristol
University, Institute of Education University College London
AHRC Utopia Festival grant (Community Partner) Social Haunting Project with Manchester
Metropolitan University
British Council Partnership grant to deliver ACTIVE CITIZEN programme
HEFCE Social Innovation grants (community partner) On The Town with Keele University
Coventry University and Loughborough; Appetite for Change with Coventry University, Open
University, Lincoln University UWE
Connected Communities Showcase and Knowledge Dissemination Award ‘Bridging the Gap:
an Interactive Audio-visual Installation’ with Keele University

Legacy Grant (as co-investigator) Evaluating the Legacy of Animative and Iterative
Connected Communities Projects: A Three Dimensional Model of Change (with Keele
University, Leicester University and Jericho Road Solutions)
Development Research Grant: ‘Untold Stories of Volunteering: A Cultural Animation Project’
(with Keele University, Leicester University and National Council for Voluntary
Organizations)
Follow-on Research Grant 'Bridging the Gap between Academic Theory and Community
Relevance: Fresh Insights from American Pragmatism’ (with Keele University, The Open
University, Brunel University, Edinburgh University and Sienan Gakuin University, Japan)
‘Exploring Personal Communities: A Review of Volunteering Processes’ (with Keele
University)
Development Project Grant 'Unearth Hidden Assets through Community Co-design and Coproduction' (with Brunel University, Open University and Keele University)

MARIANGELA PALLADINO

I am a scholar in cultural and postcolonial studies. I specialise in migration, diaspora and
mobility; I am particularly interested in the cultural impacts of migration as well as the ways
in which cultural productions can offer invaluable insights on the so called ‘migration crisis’.
I am currently involved in two research projects in this field and the main focus is the role arts
and humanities play in shaping the debates on migration – usually dominated by the social
and political sciences. I work along anthropologists as well as artists developing and applying
arts-based, participatory methods. We work with migrant communities and our research
participants are fully empowered to make decisions and steer the research project – this is
thanks to creative methods.
I spend long periods of time in Morocco, where I am currently conducting fieldwork. I speak
5 languages and can guess the meaning of a few more, I am an EU citizen (currently under
threat!) and have been living on this island for over 14 years. I enjoy collaborative work, I am
collegial and energetic.

Dr MARIANGELA PALLADINO
Lecturer in Postcolonial and Cultural Studies
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Keele University, Keele, ST5 5BG
m.palladino@keele.ac.uk +44(0) 1782 7 33397

Qualifications
2008
2003

PhD Postcolonial Studies, University of Strathclyde, UK
MA (dist.) in English and Cultural Studies, Universitá ‘L’Orientale’, IT

Academic and Professional Posts
2013
2012-2013
2011-2012
2010-2011
2008-2010

Lecturer in Postcolonial and Cultural Studies, Keele University.
Postdoctoral Fellow, Centre for Humanities, Migration and Peace Studies, University of
Coimbra, PT.
Research Associate, University of Edinburgh, UK.
Research and Policy Officer, Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure Scotland.
Teaching Fellow, Faculty of Arts, University of Glasgow, UK.

Recent Grant Awards
2016-2018 ESRC-AHRC (GCRF), ES/P004598/1 'Arts for Advocacy'; Co-I (with Dr Laura Jeffery PI, The
University of Edinburgh). (£ 300,000)
2016-7
ERASMUS+ Teaching Mobility Grant, Visiting Lecturer, Cagliari University (Italy)
2015
AHRC Networking Grant, AH/M009645/1 ‘Responding to Crisis: Forced Migration and the
Humanities in the Twenty-First Century’ (Principal Investigator; with Co-I A. Woolley, Royal
Holloway) (£42,668) (2016-8).
2015
Keele University Key Fund – Refugee Week Organization (£2000).
2014-5
ERASMUS+ Teaching Mobility Grant (British Council), Visiting Lecturer, Malta University.

Selected Publications
2018 PALLADINO, M. The Forms of Ethics: Ethics and Aesthetics in Toni Morrison’s Fiction. Amsterdam: Rodopi,
Brill. [220 pp. Typescript]
2018 PALLADINO, M. ‘(Im)mobility and Mediterranean Migrations: Journeys “Between the Pleasures of Wealth
and the Desires of the Poor’, Journal of North African Studies, 23(1). [18 pp. Typescript]
2018 PALLADINO, M. & WOOLLEY, A. “Humanitarianism, Neocolonialism and the Poetics of Salvation in the
‘Refugee Crisis’”, Special issue "Precarious Subjects: Human Rights, Humanitarianism, and Refugee Narratives"
Journal of Literary Interpretation Theory 29(2). [19 pp. Typescript]
2018 PALLADINO, M. ‘Seas of Stories: the Literature of Clandestine Sea Journeys’ in Edinburgh Contemporary
Research On Refugee Writing (eds. Cox, E.; Durrant S.; Farrier D.; Stonebridge L.; Woolley A.). Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press. [21 pp. Typescript]
2016 (with Gjergji I.) ‘Open “Hearing” in a closed sea: Migration Policies and Postcolonial Strategies of
Resistance in the Mediterranean’, Interventions-International Journal of Postcolonial Studies, vol. 18(1), pp. 118.

2017 MILLER, J. & PALLADINO, M. (2017) 'Glasgow’s Empire Exhibition and the Interspatial Imagination in
‘There’s the Bird That Never Flew’ in Zoë Wicomb & the Translocal: Writing Scotland & South Africa, K. Easton
and D. Attridge (eds.) Routledge. [16 pp. Typescript]
2015 The Globalization of Space (eds. with Miller J.). London: Pickering & Chatto.
2015 ‘From Roots to Routes … to Borders: Trans-Coastal Narratives across the Mediterranean’, Comparative
Critical Studies 11(2-3), pp. 219-239 (ISSN 1744-1854).
2015 ‘It's a Freedom Thing': Heterotopias and Gypsy Travellers' Spatiality’ in Palladino, M. and Miller, J. (eds.)
The Globalization of Space Foucault and Heterotopia. London: Pickering & Chatto.
2014 ‘Divorce and dialogue: intertextuality in Amara Lakhous' Divorzio all'islamica a viale Marconi’,
Language and intercultural communication vol. 14(3), pp. 287-303.
2014 Displaced Women Multilingual Narratives of Migration in Europe (eds. with Aiello L, Charnley).
Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

Current Affairs Articles & Other Publications
• PALLADINO, M. (2017) ‘Violent evictions of refugees in Rome reveal inhumanity of modern democracy’
The Conversation, 30 August 2017. https://theconversation.com/violent-evictions-of-refugees-in-romereveal-inhumanity-of-modern-democracy-83062
• PALLADINO, M. & WOOLLEY, A. (2016a) ‘Borderlands: words against walls’, openDemocracy 12 December
2016. https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/mariangela-palladino-agneswoolley/borderlands-wordsagainst-walls
• PALLADINO, M. &WOOLLEY, A. (2016b) ‘The arts and humanities: tackling the challenges of mass
displacement’. openDemocracy 3 October 2016.https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/agneswoolley/arts-and-humanities-tacklingchallenges-of-mass-displacement
• PALLADINO, M. (2015a) (blogpost) ‘The Mediterranean “between the pleasures of wealth and the desires
of the poor”’ in GRAMNet blog. Available at:
https://gramnet.wordpress.com/2015/05/14/themediterranean-between-the-pleasures-of-wealth-andthe-desires-of-the-poor/
• PALLADINO, M. (2013a) (blogpost) ‘On the rocks of obesity the dream dies’ in GRAMNet blog. Available at:
https://gramnet.wordpress.com/2013/10/10/on-the-rocks-of-obesity-the-dream-dies/

Recent Academic Activities
2017
2017
2016
2016
2014
2013
2012
2009-12
2011

th

NOMINATED Chair AHRC World Development Summit 7 June 2017; London, British Library –
“Mobilising the Arts: Migration and Forced Displacement”
STEERING GROUP member, Association Medical Humanities Conference, 28-30 June The University
of Keele.
PEER REVIEWER, Journal Mediterranean Review, ISSN: 2005 0836.
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE member, British Comparative Literature Association Triennial Conference
‘Salvage’. 12-15 July, The University of Wolverhampton.
PEER REVIEWER, Culture, Theory and Critique, Routledge- 1473-5784 (Print), 1473-5776 (Online).
PEER REVIEWER, Melus Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States, Oxford Journals - ISSN 0163755X.
CONFERENCE: co-organizer ‘Displaced Women: Multilingual Narratives of Migration in Europe’,
Glasgow Women’s Library (28-30 March 2012).
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBER, Migration, Asylum and Refugee Network, University of Glasgow.
RESEARCH PROGRAMME COORDINATOR, ‘eLATES’, The University of Edinburgh (School of
Humanities and Social Sciences); project funded by the Scottish Government.

Thomas A. Shepherd Ph.D.
CURRENT
POSITION

Global Health Research Associate,
Research Institute for Primary Care and Health
Care, Keele University

February 2017 - present

PREVIOUS
POSITION

Mental Health Research Associate,
Research Institute for Primary Care and Health
Care, Keele University.

June 2016 – February 2017

Clinical Study Coordinator,
Mental Health Stream,
Research Institute for Primary Care and Health
Care, Keele University.

OTHER
PREVIOUS
POSITION

PhD Position (complete)
School of Psychology, Keele University.
Neuropsychology

TEACHING
POSITIONS

Problem Based Learning tutor
School of Medicine, Keele University
International Lecturer in Psychology
Ludong University, Shandong Province, China
• Advanced Research Design and Process
• Ethics in Research
• Statistical Analysis
Teaching Fellow in Psychology
Keele University, Keele, Staffordshire, UK

RESEARCH
POSITIONS

September 2010 – June 2015

September 2016- January 2017

September 2014

September 2012 – August 2013

Research Assistant
September 2009 – September
Keele University, Keele, Staffordshire, UK
2010
• Project Title: Sleep Disturbances in Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Research Assistant
September 2008 – September
Keele University, Keele, Staffordshire, UK
2009
• Project Title: The Effect of Dopaminergic medication and Disease Severity on
Recognition Memory in Parkinson’s disease.

EDUCATION

MSc Psychological Research - Distinction
September 2007 – September
Keele University, Keele, Staffordshire, UK
2008
• Supervisor: Professor Nicola Edelstyn
• Thesis title: A Controlled Investigation of Recognition Memory, Conscious
Recollection, Familiarity-Aware Memory and Executive Impairment in Patients
with Moderate Parkinson’s Disease.
BSc Psychology and Criminology – 2:1
Keele University, Keele, Staffordshire, UK

September 2004 – September 2007

ACADEMIC
PUBLICATIONS

Chew-Graham, C., Heyland, S., Kingstone, T., Shepherd, T., Buszewicz, M., Burroughs,
H., Sumathipala, A. (2017). Medically unexplained symptoms: Continuing challenges for
primary care. British Journal of General Practice.
Shepherd, T., Longshaw, L., Sim, J., Watts, K., Mayes, A., Murray, M., Edelstyn, N., Ellis,
S. (submitted). Feasibility of a randomised single-blind cross-over trial that will assess
the effects of the second generation slow-release dopamine agonists pramipexole and
ropinirole on cued-recall memory in idiopathic mild or moderate Parkinson’s disease
without cognitive impairment. Pilot and Feasibility Studies.
Shepherd, T., Murray, M., Edelstyn, N. M. J. & Ellis, S. J. (submitted). Exploring barriers
to participation in randomised controlled trials for Parkinson’s disease patients: A
qualitative study with patients and their caregivers. Health Psychology.
Kingstone, T., Chew-Graham, C., Burroughs, H., Buszewicz, M., Shepherd, T.,
Sumathipala, A. (Submitted) The acceptability and appropriateness of metaphors in the
management of people with medically unexplained symptoms: a qualitative study.
British Journal of General Practice.
Edelstyn, N. M. J., John, C., Shepherd, T. A., Drakeford, J., Mayes, A., R., & Ellis, S. J.
(2015) The origin of recall/recollection deficits in idiopathic nondementing Parkinson’s
Disease. Cortex. 71, 85-101.
Shepherd, T., A. Edelstyn, N. M. J., Mayes, A. R., & Ellis, S. J. (2013) Second Generation
Dopamine Agonists and Recollection Impairments in Parkinson’s Disease. Journal of
Neuropsychology, 7, 149-152.
Edelstyn, N. M. J., Shepherd, T. A., Mayes, A. R., Sherman, S. M., & Ellis, S. J. (2011).
Effects of l-dopa and dopamine D2 agonists on recollection and familiarity in idiopathic
nondementing Parkinson’s disease. Neuroscience and Medicine, 2, 318-329.
Edelstyn, N. M. J., Shepherd, T. A., Mayes, A. R., Sherman, S. M., & Ellis, S. J. (2010).
Effect of disease severity and dopaminergic medication on recollection and familiarity
in patients with idiopathic nondementing Parkinson's. Neuropsychologia, 48, 1367–
1375.

GRANT INCOME

Prior, J., Paskins, Z., Whittle, R., Abdul Sultan, A., Shepherd, T. A., Chew-Graham, C,
Sumathipala, A. & Mallen, C. (2016). Rheumatological conditions as risk factors for selfharm and suicide. A retrospective cohort study. School for Primary Care, National
Institute for Health Research (£42,848).
Mallen, C., Helliwell, T., Shepherd, T. A., Abdul Sultan, A., Sumathipala, A. & Jayaweera,
K. (2017). The impact of war and natural disasters in childhood on later mental health,
pain and medically unexplained symptoms in Sri Lanka. Newton Funding (£20,516).
Edelystn, N. M. J., Ellis, S. J., Martini, A., Fryer, T. & Shepherd, T. A. (2015) Prevention in
better than cure: A proof of concept study investigating vulnerability factors for impulse
control behaviour in patients with Parkinson’s Disease. University Hospital of North
Staffordshire Research Charity and Private donations (£20,000 + £1000).
Edelstyn, N., M., J. Shepherd, T., A. Mayes, A. Watts, K. Hurlstone, S. Mayes, A.,
Belcher, J. & Ellis, S., J. (2011) Bridging the gap between medication and memory
decline in Parkinson’s Disease. Research for Patient Benefit grant, National Institute for
Health Research. (£249,231).

ALANNAH TOMKINS

I have worked for the History programme at Keele since June 1995, and was involved with the
discussions which planned the first intake of Keele medical students in 2002-3. I have regularly taught
MBChB students for compulsory components of their first year studies, and Medical Humanities SSCs
to third years. I am also the author (with Lisetta Lovett) of Medical History for Health Practitioner
Education. For the last twelve years my research has focussed on the development of the medical
profession in the nineteenth century, with particular reference to the way that medical status was
bolstered and promoted, even in the context of inter-professional conflict or of challenges from
outside. Who ‘failed’ in medicine, and in what ways? This has resulted in the publication of my recent
book Medical Misadvanture in an Age of Professionalisation, 1780-1890, plus additional collaborative
activity with Profession Mike Myers (SUNY) on the phenomenon of physician suicide and with Barry
Lyons and Luna Dolezal (Trinity Dublin and Exeter respectively) on their project ‘Shame in Medicine’.
This work gives rise to three future research avenues. First, and in the very short term, I am completing
some comparative work on doctors who emigrated to New Zealand in the Victorian era: what
challenges did they face, and were these any different to the issues they confronted ‘back home’ in
England? Second, I remain interested in the concept of ‘failures’ in medicine. There is a significant
body of literature about the way that supposed failures are internalised by doctors, in a keenly
competitive working environment, giving rise to increased risk of depression, anxiety, burnout and
ultimately suicide. My research helps to understand this phenomenon by unpicking its historical roots.
Third, and for the long term, I am hoping to research nursing history in the period. 1660-1820. These
years are generally regarded as the era of the ‘unreformed’ nurse who at her worst was inefficient,
illiterate, unsanitary and untrustworthy. I suspect instead that this stereotype was an invention of the
generation immediately before the birth of Florence Nightingale, and not at all a typical character in
earlier periods. Instead, the sick nurse was routinely a satisfactory employee (if not a full professional)
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, but was increasingly marginalised by raised expectations
both for women per se and for nurses in particular.
Finally, I have recently been awarded a grant of £740K by the Arts and Humanities Research Council
to lead a project entirely unconnected with the above! The funded work goes back to my roots in the
social history of welfare, and seeks to illuminate the processes by which the poor were assisted in the
decades before 1834.

CURRICULUM VITAE
NAME

Alannah Tomkins

HIGHER EDUCATION - with degrees and dates awarded
1987- 91 Keele University, BA (Dual Hons) History and English, First Class
1991- 94 Exeter College, Oxford University, DPhil (History), awarded 1995

OTHER ESTEEM INDICATORS - e.g. 1979 Booker Prize for Literature
1991

Wedgwood History Dissertation Prize

MEMBERSHIP OF LEARNED BODIES & PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
1998- Social History Society
2003Association of Medical Humanities
2006Registered Practitioner, Higher Education Academy
2006Fellow of the Royal Historical Society
2012- Member of AHRC peer review college
2012-3 Academic Associate, Higher Education Academy

APPOINTMENTS HELD - with dates
Sept 1994-Apr 1995
Administrative Officer, Oxford University
Jun 1995-present Lecturer in History, Keele University (Senior Lecturer from 2007,
Reader from 2014, Professor from 2016)
OTHER DETAILS OF CAREER - In this section you may choose to include items which are not contained in
any of the categories within the grant list or publications list e.g. conferences papers, membership of an
editorial board, editor of a book series, newspaper articles.

Postgraduate Research Students
Lead supervisor of three doctoral students who defended their theses successfully in 2006, 2008, and 2017
respectively. Second supervisor of one doctoral student who successfully defended his thesis in 2015
Currently lead supervisor for one AHRC collaborative doctoral candidate, due to submit by October 2017.
Collaboration with Professor Sharon Ruston, leader of the AHRC-funded doctoral training programme in
Literature, Science and Medicine (involving delivery of workshop at the Royal College of Surgeons, March
2010).
Editorial Board
1997- Editorial board, Staffordshire Studies
2011- Editorial board, Family and Community History
Teaching Grants
2011

History Subject Centre, Creative Writing in History Assessment

Administrative duties (2007 onwards)

2008-9
2010-13
2014-16
2016-

Senior examinations secretary for History
Director of Learning and Teaching, School of Humanities
Programme Director, History
Research Director, Humanities

External Examining
2007
Doctoral student, Oxford Brookes University
2008-12 External examiner of UG History programme at Bath Spa University
2012
Doctoral student, Leicester University; doctoral student, University of
Western Australia
2013

Doctoral student, Leicester University

2014
2015

Doctoral student, Birmingham University
External examiner of Certificate and Advanced Diploma in Local History,
University of Cambridge

Keele Medical School (2007 onwards)

2007-11 Convenor of the Science in Humanities seminar programme at Keele
2008- responsible for ‘History of Childbirth’ session to first year MBChB students
2010-12 Offer Student Selected Component modules on the history of medicine
2013- Offer Student Selected Component module on creative writing
2013-4 Offer workshops at two GP training events in Medical Humanities, funded by
the West Midlands Deanery
2015-17 Steering group, Association of Medical Humanities conference (Keele 2017)
Public Engagement/Enterprise (2009 onwards)
May 2009 – participation in a Mental Health in Higher Education workshop held at Keele
March 2010 –workshop at the Mental Health in Higher Education conference at Lancaster
March 2011 –a paper to the North Staffordshire Academic Psychiatry seminar group.
November 2012 – Co-convenor of National History Conference (lead speaker Tristrum Hunt)
April 2014 - Co-convenor of Physician Suicide Past and Present, funded by North Staffordshire Combined
Healthcare NHS Trust
University Committee Membership
2010-3
2016-

HUMSS Faculty Learning and Teaching Committee
HUMSS Faculty Research Committee

Media Engagement (2009 onwards)

May 2009 – Interview for BBC Radio Stoke
June 2013 – Participation in ITV series ‘Secrets from the Workhouse’
March 2015 – Participation in BBC TV series ‘Heir Hunters’

