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Crowd psychology 
and policing 
football.

Constructing pathways to 
Impact



What is impact?

Do REF Impact Case 
Studies (ICSs)  measure 
‘impact’ or is ‘impact’ 
what ICSs measure? 



A history of individual impact is irrelevant outside of the submitting  UoA



Establishing a Body of Work @Keele



Enabling an Evidence Based Approach to the Policing of football in Sweden (ENABLE)



Crossing the 2* Threshold



ENABLE UK: Securing change and 
crossing the Evidence Threshold.



A research 
framework with 

a different 
agenda.

• The project adopts a non-linear approach to the research process 
that challenges the conventional constructions of the boundaries 
and nature of what is traditionally considered as ‘research’. 

• Instead ENABLE adopts a knowledge co-production framework 
that rejects the traditional emphasis on the precise specification 
of research questions. 

• The methods and epistemology necessary to produce ‘evidence’ 
are less of a central focus. Most important are the qualities of the 
partnership and leadership that are enabled through the research 
process, accompanied by the incorporation of reflective learning 
and commitment to the development that is possible through 
collective participation from relevant stakeholders.

• ENABLE is a project that has been created specifically to provide 
a platform for multiple stakeholders to engage in knowledge co-
production and to do so in the face of complex challenges and 
environments that are dynamic and often unpredictable  










Embedding links between BoW & evidence of change



Beyond contagion & 
ENABLE Switzerland: 
Broadening reach and scope



ENABLE UK Phase 2



Football policing 
& pathways to 

Impact

• Can be constructed relatively quickly with 
the right approach.

• Should form a central component of the 
research strategy of the UoA and build from 
platforms of knowledge co-production. 

• Have to recognize that in some cases the 
BoW is not about the 4* ‘quality’ of the 
academic outputs.

• Important to tailor the strategy toward the 
key components of the REF agenda but 
that should not be the end in itself. 
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