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Data for Impact Project
Practitioner Information Sheet
This information sheet is to provides practitioners with information for participation in a national audit called the Data for Impact (DfI) Project. The DfI project is a national project that has been commissioned by the Private Physiotherapy Educational Foundation (PPEF). PPEF are a charitable trust that funds research and education in physiotherapy. The DfI project is a national data collection that will be used to provide national intelligence and ultimately, improve access to treatment and outcomes of treatment. The national databank will be used for research purposes to help enhance treatment outcomes. The data will also be used to for quality assurance purposes and to allow practitioners to contextualise their own data against a national dataset thereby allowing for focused quality improvements and directed CPD. The project utilises an online data collection system that has been developed over since 2009.

Requirements of participants
All participants in the project will be private practitioners registered as members with Physio First. If you decide to participate you will be given access to the DfI online data collection system (unique and secure username and password).  You will be asked to input specific data for new MSK patients whom you treat. The DfI project involves the collection of data from practitioners and directly from patients Participating practitioners.  The data collection will involve:
1. Practitioners will enrol a patient attending for treatment by entering minimal contact and appointment details into the DfI platform (or this can be achieved automatically via integrated PMS).
2.  The patient surveys will be automatically triggered.  The patient will receive 2 surveys:
· A pre-treatment survey sent 48 hours before the first appointment.
· A follow-up survey sent automatically at 3 months post-enrolment.

3. Practitioner will receive a prompt to complete a short follow-up survey for each patient You’ll receive a prompt to complete a short 6-item follow-up survey at 3 months to capture clinical details (e.g., diagnosis and treatment provided).
All data is securely stored, anonymised for analysis, and contributes to individual clinician dashboards and a national MSK dataset. You will be able to view your patients’ data via the DfI platform.  You will also be able to view summary and benchmarked data via a dashboard on the DfI platform. 
As a DfI participant you will have the opportunity to work towards the Physio First Quality Assurance Scheme (Quality Assured Practitioner scheme and Quality Assured Clinic scheme). You will be able to view your QAP and QAC status on the DfI platform. 

What happens to the data?
All data from the DfI system is stored on a secure server at the Keele University (accessible only by the University DfI research team). No data will be shared outside the environment area and processes will be put in place to ensure that only relevant individuals will have access to data.  
Anonymised data will be used to contribute to a national dataset.  The national data will be used for research purposes and may be published in academic journals or presented at physiotherapy conferences however, you will not be identifiable within it. Any identifiable information (i.e., your practitioner code) will be removed from the national database after 5 years of completion of the project.  

Confidentiality 
After registering for the project and been provided with your login details you will be able to change your access password. Please rest assured that your identity will remain confidential as the information obtained will be referred to by code and will therefore be anonymous. Any patient data collected within your practice using the online DfI system will be encrypted.  Please note patient names are not transferred across to the Keele University when the data is downloaded. Instead, as each patient record is  set up a unique identifying code is automatically created within the system. 

The Keele University research team will not share your patient data with anyone else. 

For communication purposes only, we will provide Physio First with the names and dates of practitioners who register for the DfI project. This will enable Physio First to contact practitioners directly with general communication messages regarding the project. Physio First are fully compliant with GDPR. You have the right to withdraw your consent to us sharing your contact details with Physio First at any time. 

Once I have registered to participate can I withdraw from the study?
During this study you will be free to withdraw at any time.  We would simply ask that you notify the DfI research team via email s.murtagh@keele.ac.uk advising you are withdrawing.  Should you withdraw from the study we shall remove any identifiable information (i.e., your practitioner code) from the national database, however your patient data will remain on the national database as patients will have provided their consent for this data to be collected.

This project has been reviewed and approved by the Keele University Research Ethics Committee.

If you have any questions or would like further information, please contact the DfI project team at the Keele University via email: s.murtagh@keele.ac.uk

Thank you very much for considering taking part in this project. 
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