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CORRESPONDENCE 

Date: Item: 

To Ralph Sneyd (d~l870} from Louisa Sne,:d {d.1834)1 

1. 

2. 

Sunday, 
8 Oct. 
[? 1809] 

Blithfield. 
Saturday. 
(1811 or 
later J 

L[ouiaa] S(neyd] to [Ralph Sneyd ]. 

As she could not let to-morrow pass 
without offering her beloved Apee the 
warmest \,fishes for many happy returns 
of the day, she conveyed them one day 
sooner, that she might at the same time 
express her feelings on the approaching 
event of that morning. Enjoins him to 
follow a religious way of life, and 
encloses a prayer book. [MS. imperfect]. 

The same to the same. 

Thanks him for his letter, vhich was a 
great relief, especially his improved 
account of dear Harriet. Sent him the 
books, which she had said nothing to 
Lord B. about, but had put a paper in 
the place saying he had them. News of 
the family and friends. 

[ 1. See also under lett ers to Ralph Sneyd (d .1870) from Charlotte 
Augusta Sneyd ( d . 1882) , 1821 ~. 



J. 

4. 

5. 

15 Jan. 
1812 

Keele. 
16 Sept. 
(1813 or 
later J 

Keele. 
26 Oct. 
[161.J 
or later] 
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The same to the same . 

Had enclosed an account book, and a Bible. 
Advises him on his first set t ing out alone 
into the world. (MS. imperfect ] . 

The same to the same. 

Hoped he had found despatches from her at 
Florence, whether this would find him there 
she could not guess. They were all well. Mary 
had been brought to bed of a girl the day 
before she was to have set out on her way to 
Saville Row, 'how vexatious that dear Dick & 
H. ehd. come in for all the bother & expense 
such a job entails.' Charles was very anxious 
to sail before the middle of October, 'he is 
in high force & more agreeable than ever ~' His 
father and ~, v1th Harriet and Fanny, had been 
to Capesthorne that day week and had stayed 'till 
Tuesday. further news of social activities, 
includi.ng the ball at Lich.field races, the guests 
including Lord Bradford and the D Luke ] of 
Bedi'ord from (?) Weston, when he would probably 
see in Italy, and Lord Uxbridge. The Prince had 
deferred his visit to Beaudesert until the second 
week in October. News of the Pool Park party, 
William, Edward and Lady H., etc. 'The girls have 
leave to write to Lanza to come here a.a soon as. 
he can ( , J which delights the.m. 1 He (Ralph Sneyd] 
had missed Ned Davenport at Stuttgart by two 
days. 'I do not hear vhen our great Duke & 
Duchess are to return to the Continent [:) the Big 
Lady has remained quite firm but has been 
shamefully treated by the Eldest on the subject 
& the behaviour of the Nephew vho came over vas 
so blackguard (ili_] & scandalous towards her 
they can never meet again ... , Supposed that he 
and 1 "Priscilla" 1 were very intimate by that 
time. Heard she brought forth in December. No 
hope of recovery was held out for her much loved 
Kitty. Adds a poatscri~t asking whether be has 
a servant, and that ' P Lrince ]ss S [ophia] told me 
in her last letter that they durst not !ll!! , ] 
that is [,] while the mauvaie humeur lasted , ] 
name the 's uniform to him , ] but Charles tells 
me the King[ 1 ]s is of more avail [ ,] so I hope you 
Vill find it 80. I 

The same to the same, in norence. 

His let ter from Florence had come to hand a 
month later. Discusses the difficulties of 
corresponding and expresses fears that letters 
might not be very safe in Lord Bathurst 1 s hands. 
Ne"'s of whooping-cough in the family. l', elancholy 
accounts of the Capels, who had lost their money. 
Report said that Lady Sarah Lennox bad run away 
with General Maitland. Pores over Eustace, 
picturing the places he was in and wishing herself 
vith him perpetually. Adds a postscript, that he 
said but little of the Lady Einghams, one of 
whom, she was told, was beautiful. Canmente on 



6. 

7. 

8. 

Monday night. 
29 Aug. 
[r J eJ 4 J 

Keele. 
ll Nar. 
1815] 

Cheverells. 
Surxlay. 
(After 
June 1815] 

~ \..J., \t Yl-- • 

c.-\ f l.t:\tJ c{ 
v.,;,~...w\L. <;: . 

~ ~ -

Thurisday 
night. 
[After 
June 1815] 
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the death of Humphrey Bagot in battle , in India; 
and adds further gossip about frieoos. 

The same to the same, in Florence. 

'Picture us at work in the Drav ingJ room[, J 
Poat arrived & a very kind letter &Ddl ,!- [ad ]y 
Bathur21t tell [in Jg me they: were sending a 
person to Florence whom L [or ]d. B. would detain 
till Thurs [da]y morn in ]g [ ' ]s post to give me a 
chance of writTin]g to you, so all quills are 
put in motion as rapidly as possible ... , News 
of the family. as so long since she had heard 
from Windsor that she was in 'amaze', it 
prevented her from knowing more about the P. 's 
uniform. Lady Bathurst 1 s letter that night was 
very long and affectionate and confidential. 
~uotes from the letter. 

The same to the same, at Keele. 

Relating the circumstances at her bei~ present 
at Cleveland House when Lord Stafford LLord 
Granville Leve son ower ] decided to apply for 
the stewardship of the Ghil tern Hundreds. 

he same to the same, at Keele. 

Was not certain which was the debitor or 
creditor, but wae certain she would like to 
provoke a letter from him. Lizzy told her he 
had given up Scotland, and Fanny told her Mr 
Wall had assured her that he had promised to go 
to Norman Court that year. The Stanhopes had left 
them on Thursday, 1 1 am in hopee having liked 
being here'. On Friday there bad been a grand 
picnic row at Hemel Hemsted, foD the benefit of 
the nev inflrmary. The vri ter had had a cold and 
bad not ventured, but had vri tten to Lady 
Clarendon, 'the primum Mobile', to take bis 
[Ralph Sneyd I s J sisters under her wing, 1 violent 
rain came very unopportunely for the sports' . 
News of the family and friends, including a visit 
from Lady Weist.minster and Lady Bridgewater, but 
the former ' alas [, ] never hinte: at inviting any 
of us to More Park[ , J which I long to eee. 1 If 
it didn't rain, they were going on Tueeday to 
luncheon at Westbrooke and to meet the Harrowbys, 
who were to go next day to Cirencester. Heard 
Lord Norreys vas going to marry Miss Pennant, 
alias ' the Black Castle 1 • Local nevs. Had not 
heard from Walter since Bruseels. 

The same to the same. 

Had that moment received a line from Ke-w, from 
P rince]ss M[ary], saying that the Q[ueen] granted 
him permission to wear the Windeor uniform, •& 
was extremely kind [ ; ] she desires I will write a 
proper letter of thanks which I am about to do. 
She says she vlll speak to the P [rince ] about hie 
ais soon as ehe seei, him I will tell you the 
result. I am sadly affraid [§.!£] you will not 



10. 

11. 

Keele. 
Tuesday, 
2.2 Aug. 
[71815] 

Keele. 
9 Oct. 
1815 

S[RS/LS ] - 4 

get thiQ before you start, when I write my thanks 
I shall request them to speak you~ to 
P[rince]ss Royal in case you take Stutgard in 
any of y [ou Jr travels. 1 

The same to the same. 

The joy his letter from Brussels had given them 
all bad been very great. Was vexed to find he had 
not received either of the letters she had 
written him. Trusts he will have found a letter 
at Florence, encloeing one !'ran Lord Clare. Neve 
of the party at present at Keele. Levis was 
grown qu.i te fat and did not seem to think there 
was a doubt about Charles Percy 'caning in for 
All Souls'. Charles's going to America had been 
put off until after Mary's confinement, on 
account of the neet being paid off, 'it seems 
singular the different persons in gov[ernmen]t 
sh[oul]d communicate so little together, for he 
rec [eive]d peremptory orders !'ran L[or]d 
Bathurst to be ready to go last week & when ready 
was stopped by the Admiralty. It is very hard _ 
upon him to hAve to pay so many people as he now 
has out of his Utopian Income, for the Embassy 
salary does not begin till a week before he 
sails. 1 News of the family and f'riends. The 
Prince was going to Beau.desert. [Three lines 
inserted here by L.Bagot, with comment by the 
writer - 1 there[, J she has snatched the pen from 
me• ]. Was sorry he told her nothing about the 
Capels. 

The same to the same [in Italy ]. 

Expresses her feeling for him on his 22nd 
birthday. The uncertainty of the post. Thought 
she had just returned f'rom visiting Charles and 
Mary, in her lying-in at Dick's, when she had 
last written. News of visitore and the family. 
His father had started on horseback for London, 
where he had business which would detain him for 
tvo or three days, when he would return by 
Chel ten.ham, 1 thinking ten days there vill 
strengthen his stanach for the winter 1 • Lizzy 
had whooping-cough, 1 & of course Walter will 
have it also & perhaps Georgy•. Had had a letter 
fran Matilda Trefufis, f'rom Deal, f'rom whence 
she and Lord and Lady Harcourt, and Lady . 
Geo(rgiana] Bathurst were just going to Paris 
aDi Brussels. Harriet and the writer were going 
to \Jlrite to her to smuggle them a piece of 
cambric. Supposed he had seen an English 
newspaper and learned the batch of earb and 
marquesses: 1 Lord Mal.pas becanes Lord \ 
Rock savage [, J I wish him joy of his name . 1 The 
P[rinoe] waa .. at Beaudesert and "Silly Billy" 
vae to go to Shug [borough Hall ] on Tuesday, from 
Lady Warburton's, with whom he had been ten days, 
and had refused all other Cheshire visits, 1Davy 
vrites me word, Dick & Har[rie]t were to meet 



12. 

lJ. 

Keele. 
7 Nov. 
(1815] 

Keele and 
Blithfield. 
14, 18 Nov. 
[? 1815) 

I, 

S(RS/LS] - 5 

him at Shug(boroug]h but I have advised them 
ag(ain]st it as the P(rince] will knOW' it & 
hate them for it & he is not worth rbking a 
Canonry for'. Was sorry to read in the paper 
the death of [John Chet\olode] Eustace, whose 
Toyr through Italy she recommended, particularly 
' the preliminary discourse (, ] especially the 
latter part of it ... it is uncommonly well 
written. 1 Regrets he (Ralph Sneyd] \ifas 
unacquainted with Italian when he left England. 
Further news of friends. 

The same to the same, po2te restante Florence. 

Began to grow very anxious for another letter 
£'ran him. The death of Kitt y Chester, her I first 
& dearest friend to wh001 from a child I have been 
used to impart every thought'. The failure ot 
Percy to get elected, and nevs of other friends 
and relatives, including Humphrey Bagot's death 
in the E. Indies, and Lady Sarah Lennox's 
marriage to Sir Peregrine. The Duchess of 
Beaufort and two daughters were at Sanden, 1 but 
none of the others of the Chatsworth party went 
there' . They had two Austrian, archdukes I viewing 
all the wonders of England & Scotland & guess 
they will be in the Pottery this week.' Adds a 
further sheet, beginning , ' Hurra1 Hurral Your 
Letter dated Oct. 6 just arrived.' 

The same to the same, in Florence [and Rome ]. 

His letter dated the 7th had been a very great 
refreshment. Ned Davenport had been there last 
week and regretted not having seen him at 
Darmstadt. Had he seen in the papers that Harry 
Sneyd was made a judge in the Isle of Ceylon? 
Was going to-morrow to Blithfield, to fetch 
Harriet home. Heard the Prince had been delighted 
vith his visit to Beaudesert, 'nothing could 
exceed the perfection with which everything was 
done at B.D.[,] the Prince killed 7 brace of 
Pheasants fairly(,] l:!.ir2ull l{as slightly ohot 
by one of his attendantsl, J which he bore ~ 
well.' Had written Edward Paget a letter she 
thought he might show him, 'to ask for his 
uniform for you', and would hear the result 
to-morrov. The vhoopbg-cough abated fast and 
Lizz~ began to l ook better. News of visitors. 
Was so glad he intended to work at the [Italian] 
language. ' I em no,, writing in my Night Ce.'e in 
the yellow dress (in]g room at Blithfield[,J 
expect [in]g the Clock to strike one & all the 
House wrapt in Sleep.' .Enclosed Col. Bloomfield's 
letter authorizing him to wear the uniform. Was 
vexed at not getting more letters from him. 'I 
find all here prosperous [ . ] L .D. & all the 
Legges here, the Pagetts & Lytteltons. I like 
L [ad ]y Sarah very much, & he is qui ta a quiet 
Creature now, he has lent me his Memoir to read 
of his interview with Buonoparte. 1 Adds a 
poetscript warning him about falling in love 











































71. 

72. 

7J. 

74. 

Cheverells. 
Sunday. 
Date y 
unknown] 

Cheltenham. 
:-ionday. 

Date 
unknown] 

Blithfield. 
Tuesday 11 t h. 

ate 
unknown] 

Cheltenham. 
l'uesday. 
[D te 
unknmm] 
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too poor to keep any other) [ :] the Girls were 
all out & I vas at dinner so was not told, & 
they returned in the heaviest rain I ever 
remember, & it was the more moving as she knew 
I could not go to her.' 

The same to the same. 

Thanks him for his letter, by which she 
pictured him at Sandon, ' e.: beg you vi.11 not 
fail to give my kindest love to L [ad ]y Harrowby 
& tell her I feel greatly obliged to her for not 
dying upon St Bernard.' 'ews of Lady K. 
rimston 1s intention to marry Mr Barham: 'I 

don [ • Jt know him, but I hope he is "1orthy of the 
very great prize I think he has got, she will be 
a sad loss to Cheverells. 1 ews of visitors. 
Harriet and Lizzy had ridden yesterday to visit 
Lady '"'ueensbury, who was lately come into those 
parts, 'she is wretchedly poor but I bear a very 
nice person & her married Daughter[, J L[ad]y 
,·ari ,..,age,] who lives with her(,] is[,] they 
say l ,] pretty.' Asks 'Who was likely to 
succeed Lord Grenville in the chancellorship. 

""be same to the same. 

Complains at not having heard fran hi:n or 
anyone else, and trusts she may find a letter 
at Shipton. would be in London to dinner at 
half-past sue on Fri ay, 'I wish you may be 
disengaged that day.' Elizabeth Carnegie \ofas 
to come with them, that had been settled at 
10 o'clock last night by H· riet and Charlotte, 
'to my surprise, for I thought it was all given 
up but they overcame Lady C. just before we 
left Bayes Hill, ... ' I'o tidings of Boisragan, 
and it was most probable he would not be there 
before the 15th. All were well but herself, who 
felt far othervise. 'Pray say strongly dans ma 
famille how glad you are E .. is cooing to us 
as you know any innovations are reckoned 
extraordinary & a~t to be condemned & I feel as 
if, as they don [ 1 Jt know her, I sh[oul ]d be in 
a scrapel vous m'enten ez.' 

he same to tbe same. 

Had that moment received his letter and 
instantly obeyed his orders about writing, but 
feared he would not get the letter. rev tired 
of not seeing him and began to count the days. 
as remaining there that day for my lord 's 

birthday, to-morrow they returned to Keele, with 
Lady Errol. le"1s of arrivals and departures. 

he same to the same, in London. 

His kind letter had just arrived. Boisragon 
had not come, nor did they hear any tidings 
of hi:n, which annoyed her beyond measure, both 
on Fanny's and her own account, from some 
circumstances she would explain when t hey were 



75 . 

76. 

77 . 

78 . 

~hipton. 
.1. esday. 
Date 
unknown] 

Audley Square. 
ednesday. 
ate 

unlmovn] 

Keele . 
ednesday night. 

[Da te unknown) 

Cbel tenbam. 
hursday. 

~ ate 
unlmawn] 
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tete a tete. As soon as he had gone on Saturday 
she had asked his father whether he had any 
objection to her speaking to izabeth Carnegie, 
' & it was q i te moving bow kind she took it & 
how infinitely she vas pierced ... ,, and she was 
to speak to Lord C. , 'who is evi ently much 
gratified [ , ] but there are hindrances that I 
fear will not be surmounted [ ,] tbo' it is not 
finally [?] negatived till she receives some 
letter. 'Thought it would be a good thing for 
Harriet to have such a companion. Had taken 
her pills and had begun the vater again that 
morning, since which she had felt better. They 
were going to Lady Jersey that night. Had passed 
moat of yesterday with Dr Bell . Concludes, 10h 
my dear [ , J dear Ralph , ] cheer & encourage me 
by your wished for letters [ ,] for my head is 
sore troubled & my spirit sinks within me every 
day that London a~proaches nearer. The P. stays 
at Brighton till Lthe ] 17th, so there can be no 
Levee a goo:i 1Jhile ... 1 

The same to the same, in London. 

Was so much delighted at receiving his kind 
letter. Elizabeth Carnegie was to meet them at 
Burford on Thursday. They bad written to 
Maidenhead to order beds and dinner, so he might 
picture them at Frogmore on Friday. If he should 
meet Jane Carnegie in public, or happen to be 
passing No .2 Upper Harley Street , he should tell 
her about Elizabeth and that the sooner she came 
to see her the happier they vhoild be. 1 Heaeage 
had dined tete a tete with L [ad ]y Jersey on 
unday & gone with her to ·lrs Allen : ' ls, ... ' iad 

become more in love with the Cardigans than she 
could say. 

The same to the same. 

By his letter to Harriet she vas annoyed to find 
it must be the middle of May before he would be 
in London. Waited for him daily. ~ews of the 
family and friends. An account of a mishap with 
his old chariot. [Letter incomplete ]. 

The same to the same. 

It would be some relief to her heavy heart to 
write to him before he left gngland. Expresses 
her unhappiness at their separation. Had fretted 
a little about his trunk, and hoped he would get 
it by to-morrow night. News of the family and 
visitors. 

The same to the same. 

They were much as usual. No Boisragon yet, but 
his servant said they felt sure he would come 
that week, 'oh, that he may. I was put with 
L ad]y Cardigan at the Well this morn [in]g & 
condoled vith her on not seeing him, & I am 
quite sorry on her account [ , ] she looks so 
pretty and so sick.' he had said Lord Brudenell 



79. Keele. 
Thursday. 
[Date 
unknown] 
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had seen him. They were going to Ba.yes Hill that 
night, to a party. Had asked Lady Jersey to drink 
tea with her. His father ha.d gone riding with 
Miss Franks. They were enlivened by a good 
military band from Gloucester during the assizes , 
'when I stand with them it is chieny to inhale 
Col. Berkeley[ • ]s perfumes [ , ] wh[ic]h are ru2, 
very fine . ' 

The same to the same. 

Thanks him fc,r his letter and hopes this letter 
would find him at Thoresby. Begged him to say 
many kind things for her to Lord and Lady 
Manvers. Had returned fran the Wedding, which 
bad taken place that morning , '"here all parties 
had conducted themselves prooerly and Lady 
Stafford had done and said everything moat kind. 
Should be glad if he came home at the time he 
mentioned. Walter desired much love to him . Lewis 
was to go to Hardwick on Tuesday and to. return 
a.&ain. Thought his father was cetter , 'tho' he 
wloul )d be more so if Silverdale was not doing 
ill & the pits at Le,ly~oett by some accident 
befalling them not gett [in]g Coals when we 
c [ oul ]d sell them as many as c ( oul ]d be got' . 
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