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To Ral~h Sneyd (d.lE'70) from Har r i e t  Snesd (d.1867)' 

1. Xeele . H a r r i e t  [ ~ n e y d ]  t o  Ralph [ ~ n e y d ,  
i n  1ta3.y:. 

A s  the re  w a s  a packet going t o  h i m ,  
she would put i n  a few l ines ,  though 
she had very  l i t t l e  t o  bell him. 
Tney ;?ad gone t o  Capesthorne on t he  
?thy f o r  th ree  n ights ,  and had found 
3ncLe John the re ,  'w'nich made the  
visit, a deal C e a s a n t e r .  ' They were 
t o  have gone on Thursday t o  Uncle 
Jick's, but a l e t t e r  saying t h a t  Xrs 
Sagot had been brought t o  bed of a 
girl, e t bAs house, had determined 
'lama t o  go without  them, a r e s o l u t i o n  
t h e  writer never thought s o  good, 
"out when I beard of all the ~ o r t  
t h a t  was going on; (such as going t o  
the  Lichfield r a c e  b a l l ,  which wao 
very good, k. 3 )  i t h a t  we should 
have beon no inconvenience t o  them; 
I confess I thought it was an 
unfor tunate  one.' They were going t o  

[l. Sea d s o  under l e t t e r s  t o  Ralph :I;neyd (1.1;?73) frm h i s  s i s t e r s  
Frances and i l izaheth] .  



[g Oct. 
1815 I 

have Lanza again t h a t  autumn. If he should see 
or hear any thing very p re t ty  ' i n  t h a t  p rea t  
music ShOp, I t a ly ,  do bring it us, t h e r e ' s  a - 
good lad . '  Had had thoughts of reading Eustacels 
t rave ls  i n  I t a ly ,  t o  follow h i m  i n  her mind, but 
it was such a tremendous work t h a t  she thought 
she must give i t  up, 'especial ly  a s  the  book 
belongs t o  the JJewcastle Society. - Poor %stace! 
we saw his death I n  the paper l a s t  night. '  
Comments upon the hot weather, ' so  hot, t ha t  we 
found it almost impossible t o  keep ourselves 
to le rab ly  cool. You can not  have had f i n e r  even 
i n  I t a ly . '  Their harvest  was already finished, 
were h i s  vendanges? How did his I t a l i a n  go on? 
Thought it would be no bad plan i f  they were t o  
begin a correspondence i n  t h a t  language. Longed 
fo r  his next l e t t e r .  

The same t o  the same, i n  Florence. 

).fama said she had to ld  him everything, therefore 
it was needless f o r  her t o  attempt t o  m i t e  
anything l i k e  a l e t t o r ,  a s  it must only be a 
r epe t i t i on  of her 's;  but must nevertheless t e l l  
him how many, many happy returns  she wished him 
of that day. They had a l l  drunk his  health. They 
were a very small par ty  now. Papa was gone t o  
town and t o  Cheltenham. To-morruw Grandmama came 
t o  them. K o w  she had envied him a l l  day and 
wished herself  i n  I t a l y ,  ' fo r  I have been quite 
starved i n  England. Hoped they should have a 
l e t t e r  from him soon, from Florence. F e l t  as  i f  
he would just miss seeing the f i ne  things which 
were being sent  out of the Louvre. Lizzy had the 
whooping-cough, Walter had not yet  begun. 'Do 
tell me whether you approve my scheme of our 
holding a correspondence i n  I t a l i an . '  

With, postscr ipt ,  from Frances Sneyd: 'It would 
be quite i n  vain t o  attempt t o  innumerate 
h] a l l  my good wishes, I w i l l  therefore 
(like Xrs I3rick) sum t h e m  up i n  one, which 
is ,  " tha t  vou may d i e  a nood old man."' 

3 Keele . The same t o  the same. 
1 7  Jan. 
1816 Could not  suf fe r  Mama's l e t t e r  t o  go without 

inser t ing  a few l ims,  ' l r  t h i s  t h in  b i t  of paper 
I think I may venture t o  enclose without the 
Post knowing any thing about it.' Zxpresses - 
concern a t  h i s  having been ill, quite loved Lord 
Ponsonby f o r  h i s  kindness t o  him, thought S i r  
Robert Lawley must be an amiable man, and beg8 
him accept his offer ,  ' o r  any  other t h a t  i s  made 
f a r  your conveyance home! You m u s t  r e tu rn  t o  
England immediately t o  be well doctored. I fear  
that your health should be injured by wrong 
treatment, ic though you speak highly of llr 
Eslwsrds, I cannot help fear ing t h a t  he may not 
have a l l  the s k i l l  requis i te .  - Would he were 
D r  noisragon!' News of the family. 'We a r e  asked 
t o  dine a t  Trentham next Friday.' Fanny would 
write i n  a few days. 



40 Keele . 
7 M a x .  
[la61 

The same t o  the same, poste res tan te  Florence. 

Would not delay one day thanking him f o r  his 
very agreeable l e t t e r .  It had arrived l a s t  night 
accompanied by one f o r  Mama dated s i x  days l a t e r ,  
and one f r o m  Lord Ponsonby t o  Papa. ' A  very r i ch  
post ,  we thought it!' Rejoiced i n  the good 
accounts of his health,  f e l t  somewhat alarmed a t  
a l l  the d i ss ipa t ion  he was going t o  plunge in to ,  
and t rus ted  he might l i v e  through the exer t ion 
of being Charles Surface. '1 am dying t o  read 
the School f o r  Scandal. We have already t r i e d  but 
without success, t o  g e t  it from Newcastle. But 
why did  you not  send u s  the whole Dramatis 
Persone, and te l l  us when the performance was t o  
take place? Lady Har[rie)t  to ld  us t h a t  Lady 
Ponsonby had refused t o  do the pa r t  of Lady 
Teazle.' How he made her  mouth water when he 
ta lked of t h e i r  apending a couple of days 
together i n  the Academy. H i s  encauragment had 
given a f resh  spur t o  her d o u r  f o r  drawing. 
'1 look forward with pleasure t o  resuming my 
lessons with Fh.d.ready.' Supposed t h a t  i n  about 
th ree  weeks they should be moving Londonwards. 
Mama seemed t o  have a thorough dread of the 
subject .  Anne D o d  was t o  come fo r  one night,  or 
her way t o  Bl i thf ie ld .  They were s t i l l  a s i ck  
house. There was an influenza reigning 'which 
l e t s  not a s ingle  creature  escape.' Lady Jersey 
had to ld  them two pieces of Oheltenham news, t ha t  
D r  Boisragon was gone t o  B r u s s e U ~  and that Xiss 
Hicks had run away with a Major MICromie. There 
had been no t id ings  of Uncle Charles yet, s ince 
he had sai led.  It was not known when the royal  
wedding would be. 'They say t h a t  the Prince of S: 
Coburg is very amiable G clever,  as well a s  g 
beauty. What a jump f o r  him! Had promised t o  
leave Mama the f laps ,  therefore  had not room t o  
say much more. 

With, pos t sc r ip t ,  from Louisa Sneyd, expressing 
tharrkflrlness t h a t  he was so  well  recovered. 
How l i t t l e  had he thought when they saw Mrs 
Charles Locke and ' the  Donkeys1 t h a t  he 
should be acting with her a t  Florence. 
Harr ie t  had given him all the news, 'save 
t h a t  poor Pea i s  dead froze one night on 
the grea t  Sycamore.' 

5 Audley Square. The same t o  the sme.  
8 Apr. 
[? 18161 ' I n  s p i t e  of my d i s l i k e  t o  wri t ing [&] when 

other membera of the family do, I cannot r e s i s t  
t h i s  opportunity; a s  I hope it i s  the  l a s t ,  or  
very nearly the l a s t ,  l e t t e r  t h a t  can reach you 
a t  Florence. Longed f o r  the time when t h e i r  
tongues and not t h e i r  pens would t a l k  t o  each 
other. They had arrived ' i n  this 3lack Babylon 
on F'riday; & f ind it vem empty. Half the houses 
have b i l l s  i n  the windows; - and the few people 
who w e  here, a r e  too poor t o  give anything. There 
is no such thing t o  be seen a s  a Card upon any 
body's chimney piece. - I have no patience with 



6. Keele . 
16 July,  
[1818] 

7. Keele . 
Wednesday, 
4 Nov. 
[? le l8]  

all the people f o r  going abroad t o  make this 
country 90 d u l l  G so u. - A s  I have no chance 
of going, I comfort my self with thinking t h a t  
it i s  very p a t r i o t i c  t o  s t a y  i n  England.' 
Princess Charlotte was t o  be married on the 18th,  
the  heard. 'They have taken Camelford House f o r  
21, 3 5002 a year; & yesterday, Lady Grenville was 
looking a t   en l e r a p  St. John's, next door, 
(which they are  meaning t o  l e t ) .  ' Lady Charlotte 
Legge was going t o  be married t o  M r  George 
Neville, which makes them all very happy. He 
had a new cousin - Alfred Bagot - Lady R. had 
been brought t o  bed the day before they had come. 
Wondered whether he would fall i n  with Lewis  a t  
Par is ,  'he talked of going next month.' Had been 
summoned down t o  Lanza, ' therefore  must break 
off short. 

'The same t o  the same, a t  Longleat. 

P i t i ed  him i f  he was broi l ing i n  town t h a t  day, 
and supposed he was, a s  the paper said  h i s  dinner 
was on t h a t  day. How he must pant f o r  t he  country. 
'This is  something l i k e  a Summer rea l ly .  They 
had arr ived there on Saturday, ti found the place 
i n  g rea t  beauty (ou t  of doors). Was sorry t o  
t e l l  him t h a t  Mama was very unwell indeed, 'very 
unsnugl, but Bentley had to ld  Lhem she was going 
on qui te  a s  well as he could expect. Had fixed 
t o  go t o  Rl i th f ie ld  next Monday, but did  not 
think now there was any chance of Mama1 s being 
well enough. They had been very much delighted 
a t  receiving a l e t t e r  two nights ago from 
Elizabeth Carnegie, saying t h a t  it was her 
in ten t ion  t o  come there  next week i f  they would 
have her. She t ravel led with Anne, who was going 
in to  Scotland. 'We shall keep Elizabet,h a long 
whi le ,  I hope. - Make haste li come ! Lewis had 
been there f o r  two nights and they had been over 
with him t o  see his house a t  Wolstanton, 'which 
he has made very snug indeed;. . . ' Hoped he had 
seen the two new duchesses and would send an 
account of them. 'The D [uche]ss of Gloucester 
writes Mama word t h a t  she is  qui te  delighted with 
the D[uche]ss of Kent - ?c I hear that the  
D [uche ]ss of Clarence s ugliness has been very 
much over rated. '  Had he heard that Lord Carer 
was t o  marry Lady Elizabeth Cunningham. They had 
not heard anything of i t  there, but only i n  a 
l e t t e r  from Miss FitzClarence. Supposed he would 
be a t  Longleat by the time the l e t t e r  go t  there.  
If ?bliss Stewart were there ,  prayed him remember 
her very par t icu la r ly  t o  her. Xas sorry he should 
have t o  pay for her du l l  epistles. '1 am now 
going t o  walk  fo r  the  r e s t  of the Evening, 
hav[ing] been keeping cool i n  the house all day.' 

he same t o  the same. 

A s  she wished t o  keep up same degree of 
intercourse with him, she thought it was high 
time she should write again. '1.m s i t t i n g  i n  



8. Bath. 
25 Apr. 
[?  18211 

your room with Charlotte, who i s  came in to  it 
w h i l s t  her own is aired;  fo r  she is very unwell 
with a bi l ious obstruction. She was violent ly 
s ick fo r  two days, could keep nothing on her 
stomach; so Worthen ordered a dose of Calomel 
the night before l a s t  & t o  keep i n  bed 
yesterday. He is t o  see her again to-day. She 
does not seem a t  a l l  comfortable[,] very low & 
verv yeUav. She cer ta in ly  has a touch of the 
jaundioe, though I hope she has been taken i n  
hand time enough t o  prevent i ts  coming t o  such 
a decided jaundice as I had.' M r  Newdigate and 
Lucy Parker were there. M a m a  had gone over t o  
Bl i thf ie ld  f o r  two days l a s t  week. Bess and 
Haddy were now with her. Lady Charlotte J e v i l l e  
was come t o  Blackheath i n  so  bad a s t a t e  of 
health tha t  Lady Dartmouth w a d  not l i k e  t o  
leave her. Wondered whether it were t rue tha t  
Lord Val le tor t le  death had been occasioned by 
t i g h t  lacing. They were delighted a t  hearing a 
very good account of him from Charles Percy. Was 
sincerely sorry fo r  Charles Percy and him, as  
she knew what a severe loss  he would be t o  h i m .  
Could not help thinking tha t  it was a very 
disagreeable s o r t  of favour t o  have conferred 
upon one, t o  be banished t o  the Ionian Islands 
Wished he would come home a f t e r  having parted 
with him. Such a place aa Longleat would be very 
l i k e l y  t o  undo?the good of Cheltenham. Was happy 
t o  say there was a l e t t e r  from Lord Sagot, with 
a much be t te r  account of Lady Charlotte IJeville, 
but she had been i n  a very alarming state. Mama 
had heard frm Princess Sophia, who had had the 
worst spasm she ever had before. Had gone over 
t o  Sandon with Lady Harriet ,  the other morning, 
Lady Harrowby had been i n  very good looks and 
Lady Kary had been delighted with her excursion 
abroad. Was glad he would send her sane new 
music. D r  Northen had ordered Charlotte some 
more calomel. 

The same t o  the same. 

Did not think she had had a l e t t e r  from him 
since 1816, and did not know any circumstance 
t h a t  would please her be t t e r  a t  that present 
time than receiving one. 'Let ters  a r e  our chief 
entertainment a t  t h i s  place ZZ we are marvellously 
greedy of every scrap of London Gossip.' W 
heard yesterday t o  t h e i r  jay t h a t  Lady Louis& 
Erskine was coming there next week. Mama had 
j u s t  had a l e t t e r  from >qr Eelasyse, with a 
pressing invi ta t ion  t o  her & 'one of the ~ i r l s  
(whichever stands the waters most) ' ,  t o  come t o  
Cheltenham for  ten days. Had heard f r d  TMat-Llda 
Trefusis yesterday, who had been nursing her 
brother Charles, who was now recovering and had 
gone knto Devonshire with Lord Rolle, for a 
change of a i r .  Longed t o  hear how his dinner 
would go off on 1st May, and supposed he would 
go t o  the Drawing Room on the 3rd. Lewis told 
them t h a t  the Duke of Devonshfre was t o  give a . I 



b a l l  on t h a t  night for  the second Kiss Howard. 
The l a s t  two o r  three days had given them an idea 
of how broi l ing 138th must be. h summer. 'To-night 
alas! ?!re Leman gives another assembly, t o  wch 
Papa thinks it r i g h t  we shd go, & I must be one 
as I did not go last time, G a grea t  bore it w i l l  
be indeed.' Lord and Lady Cawdor had been going 
t o  a r r ive  the day before, Lady Willoughby was t o  
come next week, '1 wish we knew her.' Papa began 
t o  look much betc&r fo r  the  waters and Xama was 
to le rab ly  w e l l ,  and Walter was happy. Papa had 
had a l e t t e r  frm Stafford a few days ago, 
containing but an ind i f fe ren t  account. Prayed 
him tell. Lord Bagot they were looking on with 
considerable pleasure t o  seeing h i m  there. 
Supposed he had been spending these l w e l y  days 
a t  Roehampton, of which she gave him joy. 

9 Bath. The same t o  the same, i n  Bath. 
kiednesday m o r ~ n g *  By his pemission Mama had communicated t o  her 
[3 May, 18211 the contents of his l a s t  l e t t e r  t o  her, ' they  

have grieved m e  & touched me indeed much more 
than I a m  able t o  express - I cannot bear t o  
think of you unhappy; li be without the  least 
power of giving you comfort. But severe a s  must 
be the disappointment you have had, your own 
for t i tude ,  and rightness of mind w i l l  I doubt 
not, with God's help, enable you t o  g e t  over i t , '  
Fe l t  more than ever t h a t  he should come there ,  
' f o r  I think the  pa r t  of the Town we inhabi t ,  
you can never have seen much of before; - you 
a r e  p re t ty  sure of seeing no acquaintance bu t  
your awn family, - & you w i l l  have l e i s u r e  .3.. 
means for attending t o  all ~ i i ] r  W i l l  [ia]m 
Knighton's di rect ions  f o r  your health. '  Was i n  
hopes that the  waters were doing a l l  they should 
f o r  Papa, had begun them herself  and had found 
them agree very well. Was not qui te  s a t i s f i e d  
with Mama, who had had an accident again, which 
she thought would oblige her t o  go up t o  t a r n  
t o  see Hendersm. Lady Louisa Grckine was t o  
come t o  Rath. She and Kiss Paget were t o  dine 
there  t h a t  day, and M r  Bamfylde, who was t o  go 
t o  town on Saturday. Lizzy and Walter had been 
vaccinated, but it could not ye t  be determined 
whether they had taken o r  not. Fe l t  curious t o  
hem how Lord N o t ' s  dinner had gone &f. Dared 
say he was vhqt glad it was over. 'I suppose he 
i s  very happy i n  being invited t o  dine a t  L[or]d 
Liverpool's. '  Adds a pos tsc r ip t ,  t rus t ing  they 
should have 'him amongst them very soon, and t h a t  
she ha.d not said a w d  t o  her s i s t e r s .  Mama had 
desired her t o  ask him i f  he would f ind  out a t  
Lord Lovaine's whether there  was any card f o r  
them f o r  the ball  a t  Carlton House, '2 i f  there  
sh[oul_ld be, wishea you would hnve the good- 
nature t o  take the proper steps about en excuse 
bei,ng made. ' 

13. Lc.28 Dec. The same t o  the same, poste  res tante  Rome. 
1822 3 



Had gone t o  Bl i thf ie ld  fully determined that 
she should w r i t e  him a long l e t t e r  from thence, 
'2 make L Lad l Iarr ie t  write i n  it too. T h e  time, 
however, had passed, and no l e t t e r  had teen 
written,  so she had made Harriet  promise t o  send 
her half a sheet t o  do up with hers ,  'as I 
thought it w [oul be hard upon you t o  lose  her 
par t . '  Had spent a very pleasant for tnight  a t  
Dick's. They had both spoiled her. When she had 
f i r s t  gone, there had been Lord Spencer, Captain 
S., and a large party a t  the H a l l .  They had gone 
away a few days afterwaxds, 't- then we had a most 
wreeable ;, ] small party of our own - Seymour 
Uathurst, & Edw[ar_ki Ilrummond, (who s t a id  all the 
time I was &here) & Heneage Legge, & llr Fartescue 
for  2 or 3 days. Had found Ress and Eladdy here 
upon my return, both well... ' The Duchess of 
Leeds 'returned here from Bli thf ie ld  & is  stiU 
here - She is  as good-humoured as i t  i s  possible 
tt thinks every thing ldelightf'ull & Icharrning1.' 
Iiews of other friends. 

11. Audley Square. The same t o  the same, i n  Paris.  
13 ~ & e ,  - 
b 2 3  1 Reckoned on this l e t t e r  finding him a t  Paris. 

kiow pleasant t o  think tha t  he was got so much 
nearer t o  them. How much she should have l iked 
t o  have gone t o  meet him a t  Paris, 'but alas! 
we are people of no e n t e n r i s e  a t  all.' There was 
a grea t  deal going on, ba l l s ,  concerts and 
par t ies  innumerable - 'We take them i n  moderation 
though; more so  indeed than we c[oulM wish, as 
of course we partake of the S p i r i t  of 
dissipation so prevalent a t  this time of p a r . '  
The lady patroness of Almackte had l e f t  off 
giving them t icke ts .  Prince Leopold had cut  them, 

* 'G so  have several who a re  going t o  give balls. - ~[adk ~ h a r [ l o ] t t e  hncornbe gave one a t  
AlmackL 1s l a s t  Thursday, which was magnificent.' 
Had enjoyed nothing so much as 5 or  6 days she 
had spent a t  Ashstead. They had gone from thence 
t o  Epsom races, 'which I had always a cur ios i ty  
t o  see.' 14ad made acquaintance with X i s s  Upton 
(Lord Templetown' s daughter ) , who had been with 
Mary Howard tha t  year. What an extraordinary 
match Lady Elizabeth Conynghamt s was. ' L  [or ]d 
Burford by all accounts must be qui te  an id io t .  
Hawever she is i n  grea t  s p i r i t s  they say[,] s o  I 
suppose the prospect of being a Duchess i s  all- 
suf f ic ien t  t o  her. - The D[uche]ss of Sloucester 
& ~ [ r i n c e l s s  Sophia have been lunching here this 
r n ~ r n [ i n ] ~  - both i n  high good looks G more 
aimiable [ i c ]  than ever - Nama had a long l e t t e r  
from P[rin%ss E l i r [ a h ] t h  yes[terda&r, i n  which 
she says she had been delighted t o  hear good 
accounts of dear Ralph from L [ a d h .  Sheffield who 
had been t o  v i s i t  her.' 'They were a l l  surpriatd 
and delighted a t  the way i n  which Mama stood a 
London l i f e .  'Jhe always w i l l  chaperone us, B 
stay as  l a t e  as  we do; & we cannot dissuade her 
f'rm it, as it does her  no harm.' Was sorry t o  
hear very uncomfortable accounts of poor, dear 
Soby. They ware quite in love with Mrs Alexander 



Baring. They had j u s t  got i n t o  t h e i r  new grea t  
house i n  Piccadi l ly  and had asked them t o  come 
and see it. Had he read 'Quentin ;3urward1 ? 
Liked it extremely. 

12. Keele. The same t o  the same. 
Saturday. 
[ ?  ante 1 7  
July, 1825 

The reason she wrote so soon was t h a t  she had 
a message f o r  hin from Mrs Grevil le Howard. 
Fanny and she had received a most good natured 
note from her, pressing them t o  go t o  =ford, 
and offering t o  send t o  Brereton f o r  them. They 
should be there  on Friday. She had desired the 
w r i t e r  t o  t e l l  him t h a t  she hoped he was 
intending t o  go there  t o  meet Seymour Bathurst. 
Prays him make Seymour aware t h a t  he was 
expected. 'Do, both of you came! We s h a l l  want 
Jemmv people.' Was sorry t o  say she had nothing 
good t o  t e l l  h i m  of poor John Tolbot. 'Think of 
Lady Essex's good nature i n  sending her carriage 
f o r  Walter on Wednesday, giving him a dinner I:: 
bed a t  her house, ti taking him t o  a children's  
ball a t  blrs Drummond's - never having seen him 
before! Lady Essex s t i l l  would have it t h a t  
Lord ~ur ford lwas  t o  marry Ilrs Coutts, a t  l e a s t  
she sa id  it was generally believed i n  London. 

[l. Nilliam Aubrey de Vere (Beauclerk), s tyled 
the Earl of Burford u n t i l  17 July, 1825, 
when he succeeded t o  tfie dukedm of S t  
Albans. He married Nrs Coutts 16  ~une,1827]. 

13. Keele . The same t o  the  same. i n  Par is ,  
26 Feb. 
[? 18263 The a r r i v a l  of his long wished f o r  l e t t e r  had 

been most agreeable, and she thanked him ve* 
much f o r  it. It had found her a t  Elford, where 
Fanny and she had been f o r  near a for tnight .  
Esccept f o r  Bess and Haddy they had nobody there 
but the  George Legges and M r  Lanes f o r  a day o r  
tuo, and Dick and Harriet  the  l a s t  two days ' t o  
make a good finish. '  The change of a i r  and 
weather had quite wiped away all the remains of 
the influenza. Had found Mama with a bad cold 
and no voice, which was, however, be t te r .  She 
would do a g rea t  deal more ta lking than was good 
fo r  her with Lady Sheffield,  who had come there  
with Anne. They had l e f t  Rarewood the day a f t e r  
Lady Caroline Lasce l les t s  confinement. The Duke 
of D. and Lady Harewood had seen Lady Caroline 
fo r  a few minutes and had been dreadfully 
shocked, 'her  emaciationwas so  t e r r ib l e . '  
Wondered whether the  Duke of Devonshire was t o  go 
and a c t  king a t  Idicholast s coronation. Hi r s  [13alph 
Sneyd's] s to ry  of the  Princess de Vaudemont had 
made them laugh very much, but h i s  ' taking i n  
Hademoiselle t o  dinner before all the & Wins 
f i l l e d  us with amazement. Did you t a l k  t o  her of 
Made. de  Genlis? I wish you would t r y  t o  see and 
ge t  acquainted with Made. de G. and describe her 
t o  me - for  having h e n  l i v ing  with her through 
eight  vols., I f ee l  an i n t e r e s t  i n  her i n  s p i t e  
of her disgusting vanity. '  Would t r y  t o  do 
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something f o r  %dame de XontJ oye ' s col lect ion,  
and so would F. 3 C . ,  but owned t h a t  nothing 
frightened her so  much a s  drawing f o r  an album. 
They had good accounts from Bath, where they 
seemed t o  l i v e  i n  a constant round of 
diss ipat ion.  Did not expect Papa would s t ay  on 
long a f t e r  Lord Ragot l e f t .  Had he be,- t o  think 
a t  a l l  about when he should r e tu rn  t o  England? 
Heard t h a t  Lady Caroline Stanhope's marriage with 
the Duke of Mewcastle was  broken o f f ,  which she 
was sor ry  for .  The world had married Lord 
Dartmouth t o  X i s s  Inge - a repor t  there  could not 
have been the s l i g h t e s t  foundation for.  iJews of 
Dick and Harriet. 'Ye haw been taking so l i v e l y  
an i n t e r e s t  i n  the d i s t r e s s  of the S p i t d f i e l d s  
weavers, as t o  read all the sweeches G debates 
upon the S i lk  trade! 

The same t o  the same. 

Had received her booke and thanked h i m  a 
thousand times f o r  executing her commission so 
well and so  speedily. Hoped it had not been very 
troublsaome, but was a f ra id ,  with h i s  departure 
so near a t  hand, that it might have been so. 
'The Bagots have j u s t  l e f t  us, - and l i t t l e  do 
the Dicks now think w h a t  t id ings  they are -- 
bringing t h e m !  Yesterday's post  brought My Lord 
a l e t t e r  from M r  Canning containing the o f f e r  
of the  Detanerx of Canterburv f o r  Dick; which has ,  
a s  you may guess, given us no small degree of 
pleasure! Rut My Lord most earnes t ly  charged us 
not t o  mention it t o  any body but yourself ,  & t o  
beg you a l s o  not t o  speak of it. I am sorry for 
h i m ,  I confess, for I think i s  i n  an awkward - 
s i t ua t ion  & f e e l s  himself so. I only hope he 
w i l l  p& 2 a face of pleasure, and not announce 
it t o  Dick, aa i f  it was a calamitg, which entre 
nous I am a l i t t l e  a f r a id  of. - I wonder w h a t  i s  
the income! - The canonry of Windsor he gives up, 
of course.' The Bopleys h d  put off  t h e i r  coming 
till Thursday, which wae ~nllpeky a s  they had 
fixed Arthur Talbot t o  meet them, and they w d d  
come i n  f o r  Mr idewdigate and Lucy Parker, 'who 
will not s u i t  them a t  all, I th ink . '  News of 
other f r iends  and fu ture  movements. The length of 
time that poor Lady Ebrington continued was a 
severe trial f o r  those around her. Did he ever 
hear whether poor Lady Harrowby had engaged Mlle. 
Rorch? I t  was impossible t o  name the subject  t o  
her, but she had heard of a person from I-tiss 
Murray, who sounded a s  i f  she would have been 
per fec t  f o r  the s i t ua t ion .  Perhaps i n  the  course 
of time he could f ind out whether they were s t i l l  
i n  want of B person i n  t h a t  s i tua t ion .  

The same t o  the same, a t  Keele. 

Knew he did not l i k e  t o  be long without hearing 
of Mama, and therefore was going to  write him 
a l ine .  She was, she thought, pa r t i cu l a r ly  well .  
j u s t  then, 'bett&r than she has ever been since 



her l a s t  a t tack. '  Walter and Charles were gone 
t o  town. They returned on Yednesday, which day 
they and two of them were t o  go t o  Ashridge. Did 
not expect it would be very gay, ' a s  her 
inv i ta t ion  i s  t o  meet Niss GrFmston t? Lady 
Frances Somerset. Iier pa r t i e s  however a r e  
generally of t h a t  s o r t  - 8 I must say f t  is very 
moving of her always t o  ask us when she has any 
bods.' Walter and Charles were t o  s e t  out 
northwards on Saturday f o r  Frederick Caoch's, i n  
the  f i r s t  instance. Walter had had a l e t t e r  from 
Lewis ( the  warden) , inv i t ing  him t o  All Souls, 
but a s  it would throw aoer all the arrangements 
he had made, he had declined. They had not ye t  
seen Lady Katherine [~erulam] since her marriage 
had been declared. cannot l i k e  the marriage - 
G spec ia l ly  since we have heard from F~nny  t h a t  
A m d e l l  G K r  Wall do not a t  a l l  l i k e  Etr Barham. 
I have great misgivings of his being qui te  good 
enough f o r  her. However you have heard him well 
spoken of ,  and the  family are all pleased with 
the  match, so  I hone it w i l l  t u rn  out well. She 
i s  a very very nice person, G w i l l  be a dreadful 
l o s s  t o  Gorhambury. Charlotte l i v e s  much a t  
Hatfield. She had gone there on Thursday and they 
were expecting her back t h a t  day. I f  she brought 
any news, she would add it. iIad had the most 
amiable l e t t e r  from Lady Clarendon, with news of 
Lord and Lady Jersey. Vhat a very melancholy 
thing poor Mr Howardt s deat'n was! They supposed 
from his saying t h a t  Lady Louisa Fortescue was 
going on prosperously t h a t  she was brought t o  
bed, but they had never heard of it, or seen it 
i n  the paper. Charlotte was returned and had 
l iked  her v i s i t  a t  Hatfield very much. She had 
met Lady Zeorgiana and Col. De Roos, M r  and Firs 
Sullivan, Lord Mahon, William Percy and sone 
others,  l- but I& $he D. of Wellington, a s  the 
papers w [oul Id meke us believe. ' Thought Lord 
'Talbot was disappointed t o  f ind t h a t  Thall was 
not  t o  be sold - 'having made up h is  mind t o  ge t  
it. He heard it w h i l s t  he  was here. 

16. Barmouth. The same t o  the same. 
Tuesday. 
C ?  J ~ Y ,  

Though she had not the  luck of ge t t ing  a new pen, 

la81 
she must answer h i s  l e t t e r ,  therefore had taken 
an old stump fo r  the  purpose. I1 wish you t o  
knw t h a t  we all drank Tunstall's heal th  i n  
bum~ers,  l a s t  Saturday.' Had j u s t  been out t o  see 
the  t ide  came in. Wished he had been with them 
the day of t he i r  expedition t o  Harlech Castle. I t  
had been b u i l t  i n  the  year 530 by M&qIgvn C%y~edd 
and par t ly  r e b u i l t  by Sdward I i n  12E3, ' so  one 
p a r t  of it i s  nearly 1300 years old. '  Lady aagot 
had some thoughts of asking the Prince f o r  a 
grant of it, and £30,000 t o  f i t  it up with. 
Prayed him l e t  her know i f  the Mitfords arkived 
safe. Was grieved she would not see him before 
he went t o  Oxford. Was awnre t h i s  l e t t e r  was very 
d u l l ,  'but haw should it be otherwise, f o r  the 
hietory of every day is nearly the same, viz:  



Pool Park. 
Saturday. 

1s. Keele. 
blednesday. 
[1828 or  
l a t e r  ] 

Breakfast a t  half  pa? i p  three times a week; 
s i t  s t i l l  the f i r s t  par t  of the morning; walk 
out the  l a t t e r  pa r t ;  fare very well;  2 sometimes 
read Johnson's l i f e  i n  the evening but s t i l l  
oftener ny Lord & Lady s leep,  2 then I am 
obliged t o  begin ringing the  l i t t l e  hand b e l l  t o  
wake them; we gener,dlly a l l  go t o  bed a t  10 o' 
clock. Though t'nis may not  furnish matter,  f o r  an 
enter ta ining l e t t e r ,  it ce r t a in ly  is  very snug 
fo r  pract is ing. '  

The same t o  the same, i n  London. 

Thought he would l i k e  t o  hear something of them. 
Thy ( t h a t  was t o  say Plama, Fanny and herse l f )  
had come there on Wednesday. The r e s t  of the 
party, i n  the open carr iage,  had not come till 
the day following. Papa had been obliged t o  delay 
h i s  journey a day, 'havino hurt  h i s  foot ,  most, 
provokingly. A gate,  v[hilch he was t rying t o  put 
r i g h t  upon the hinges f e l l  upon it - no bone is  
broken or  put out, but it is  tremendously 
bruised - he is  s t i l l  unable t o  s e t  it t o  the 
ground wit'nout g rea t  pain. He moves about the 
house with crutches. The house [pool Park would 
be charming when finished, but it was much Larger 
than she had imagined. 'We l i v e  e n t i r e l y  ups t a i r s ,  
the ground f loo r  i s  i n  a very unfinished s t a t e .  
The rooms now used a s  d.ining room 2 drawing rooms, 
w i l l  be spare bed rooms - and as wo a re  now, a 
par ty  of sixteen, all weu lodged, C rooms 
vacant besides, you may imagine it is a p re t ty  
good s ized house! Had it not  ' b u i l t  i t s e l f 1  one 
would be frightened a t  the immense expense of 
it! Last  night they had all (Papa, ;:lama and '!;ly 
Lord excepted) gone t o  a play, i n  a barn a t  
RutMn - which was exceedingly good fun.' They 
kept very e a r l y  hours, breakfast  a t  nine and 
dine a t  four,  'which if it were a t  all l i k e  
sumnter would be very agreeable; but they don ' t  
s u i t  this s o r t  of weather - The days G evenings 
me endless.' Francis Faget was there,  who had 
received and accepted an o f f e r  from Lewis of the  
curacy- of Headley, lw  [hi ]ch M r  l=looro gives up. 
He cannot however take it till next year. - How 
very unlucky Dick was, t o  have l e f t  Town j u s t  .~t.. 

before the Archl3P.I~ death!' ';?y Lordv was 
flxrious a t  the  appointment of Dr Sumner t o  
Chester, who, he saM, was a rank Xsthodist. 

The same to the same, [in Denbighshire]. 

Though Limy was writ ing t o  Charlotte, she must 
put i n  a few lines t o  him t o  tel l  him 'nar 
sa t i s fac tory  White had been t o  her that morning. 
Ee had said  t h a t  she [?  tne  w r i t e r ' s  mother] was 
a s  much be t te r  a s  it was possible,  'that the 
c i rculat ion was so  much improved - Gc her colour 
& looks so much improved; (whicil I had already 
observed t o  Lizzyj . She [ ?  the wr i te r '  e mother] 
had been out t h a t  day walking. I t  had been 
beaut i ful ly  f ine ,  and she hoped he might have 
such a day to-morrow, when the opening i n t o  thc 



19. Bl i thf ie ld .  
Thursday, 
14  a an. 
1&30 I 

20. Ingestre. 
Wednesday. 
[?  23 Feb. 
1830 I 

Vale of Clwyd would look berrutif'ul. Lizzy and 
she had been taking adventage of the p r e t t y  
l i g h t s  t o  sketch a l i t t l e .  The m a n  had come 
from Bl i th f ie ld  t o  cu t  the t rees .  White had 
been sen t  f o r  t o  Trentham yesterday. Lord 
Stafford had been worse the night before, and 
Johnson had been sen t  for .  White had only seen 
Lady Staf ford yesterday, when Lord Staf ford had 
been ra ther  bet ter .  Lady Stafford had sen t  a very 
kind message t o  ltama by White. Was sor ry  t o  hear 
t h a t  poor Daniel's place had turned out wretched 
- ' t h a t  there  is  not  the meanest farmer's servant 
about here t h a t  is  not made more comfortable. 
White said  he had sen t  him advice t o  give it 
up immediately.' News of f r iends,  including 
I iarr ie t  Williams, t o  whom she must now wri te  a 
line ' t o  t e l l  her how annoyed we were, & ask how 
Davy stood her journey'. 

The same t o  the same, a t  Keele. 

F. had wri t ten  him the l e t t e r  she had intended 
t o  wri te  h i m  on Tuesday. The changes since had 
been the a r r i v a l  of the  Lanes yesterday, and of 
Xr Neville, N r  Glynne and E. Thillimore t h a t  day, 
and the departure of Charles. lie was gone t o  
Beaudesert and Elford on h i s  way t o  ta rn .  '1 
never saw a school-boy more sorry t o  be got  t o  
the end of h i s  holidays, than he waa.' !Jews of 
v i s i t o r s  a t  the Parsonage, D r  Finch,auhdr_~twu M r  
Baileys. Lewis was i n  high force 'but grown 
almost qu i t e  bald - which ra ther  a l t e r s  him.' 
idaws of other members of the family. Thought her 
mother was oppressed by the numbers a t  Rl i th f ie ld .  
Fancied he was very warm and snug and i n  no ways 
inclined t o  leave his own f i r e  t o  go t o  Eaton 
that weather. New8 of friends.  Dick and Harriet  
had gone over t o  Sandon on Tuesday and had seen 
Lady Harowby and Lady G.'dortley. They had been 
expecting the Grevil les,  and the Francis 
Levesons, from Eaton. They were feel ing 
melancholy t h a t  evening with the thought of 
parting with Walterf6or so  long. 'He & Francis 
G Mr Clarke s e t  out together i n  a Chaise a t  Six 
o'clock tomorraw morning.' Chig was very quiet ,  
with tlre exception of his cough, which was ra ther  
troublesome t o  him. 

The same t o  the same. 

Would have wr i t ten  t o  him sooner, 'but finding 
I had so very l i t t l e  t o  tell you, I thought my 
l e t t e r  might be r a the r  b e t t e r  worth sending, i f  
I put it of f  till I came here; which Fanny & I 
did yesterday; ...' It was impossible t o  be 
snugger than they were there,  only Lord ~ [ 7 a l b o t ] ,  
Cecil,  Mlle. Muller and themselvee. Had j u s t  
received a few l inos  from llama. Was delighted t h a t  
she had had such a good day fo r  beginning t o  go 
out. Was delighted t o  hear he thought o f . r i d i n g  
over t o  Bl i th f ie ld .  lBoddicuml stayed there  till 
Nonclay, the Levetts were t o  go there on Saturday. 
Had had a l e t t e r  from Lady Harr ie t  that day. They 



Saturday, 
24 [ ?  Apr. 
1830 1 

were s t i l l  house hunting '22 hovering about S i r  
J.l;tanleyl s i n  Audley Square. I t  w[oul be very 
agreeable indeed t o  have them s o  near, but I 
confess I do not think they ought t o  think of 
such a house as  tha t .  It must be far beyond what 
they ought t o  give,, ] so la rge  a house i n  a 
s i t ua t ion  so  much sought a f t e r ,  I c [ d  fd not 
help saying l a s t  time I wrote t o  ~ a r [ r i e j t ,  t h ~ t  
I thought it w[oul]d be a grea t  p i t y  i f  they had 
all the children i n  London when they were so  much 
be t t e r  i n  the Country - but she seems t o  have 
understood it as i f  I was speaking only of before 
Easter . 
The same t o  the same. 

Had no pleasure i n  s i t t i n g  down t o  wri t ing t o  him, 
having nothing but unpleasant things t o  say, 

tho1 I am much happier than yes [terdaIy, 
inasmuch as Efama ia  a g rea t  deal  better. I 

Describes her mother's condition and t h e i r  sending 
fo r  S i r  Henry Walford, 'who came d i r e c t l y  he 
rec  [eivefd our note, & was more k i d  5 amiable i n  
h i s  manner than any body ever was.' He had given 
them a good account of the King, who had had two 
good nights and was cer ta in ly  be t t e r ,  ' s t i l l  one 
cannot help feel ing very much frightened ab[au]t 
him.' Grieved t o  say t h a t  the last  account of Lady 
Bath had been much worse, but knew t h a t  he would 
hear of h e r  constantly h.m other  querters.  Yhat 
a sad tragedy was the  death of Lady Xi l ton ts  boy, - And I am so moved f o r  the nurse who gave h i m  
the  wrong medicinel. ] She is i n  a s t a t e  of despair  
I hear. But I do not believe the mistake was 
su f f i c i en t  t o  have caused h i s  death i f  he had not 
been i n  a very bad state before.' Dick and 
Harriet bad not intended coming before >Ionday, 
but Lewis had n e t  with an accident a t  Westminster 
and hurt  hia  shoulder. Fanny had a s l i g h t  b i l ious  
attack.  Was a f r a id  nothing could be worse than 
poor Lady Ingestre 's  s t a t e  ' - I fear a most decided 
case of insanity. '  Lady Bathurst and Lady 
Georgians had cal led on them yesterday, Lady 
Bathurst looking s o  well and 80 nice, Lady 
Georgians looking th in  and ill. Lady Bathurst had 
given a sad account of Lady Louisa. Supposed t h a t  
Mama had to ld  him 'of our carriage Ec coachman 
d is t resses . '  

22. Audley Square. The same t o  the same, i n  Pork. 
Wednesday. 
[26 A r. He should have a l i n e  directed t o  the Post Office. 
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Nama was going on per fec t ly  well. Thought Hollings 
had done a s  well f o r  her as S i r  Henry could have 
done. Supposed that the a n g  was not  much b e t t e r  
t h a t  day, by S i r  Henry remaining a t  Windsor. Iioped 
the king would go on some time - ' f o r  I dread the 
event G the  combustion it w i l l  make,' Kews of 
Dick and Harrie t ,  and Lewista accident,  which she 
feared was 'but too likely t o  defeat  his Election, 
which a f t e r  al l  his hard fagging, w i l l  be a very 
hard case.' Bews of f r iends,  including Lord Clare, 



23- Audley Square. 
Monday. 

24. AuUe y Square. 
Saturday. 
[ g  May, 
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who had complained very much of his [IIalph Sneyd 1 s ] 
staying so long i n  the country, ' as  indeed we aJ& 
do.' They would be anxious to  hear the r e s u l t  of 
his expedition. 

The same to the same. 

He had had no account of Mama since Friday, so  he 
must have a l i n e  t h a t  day, though she could not 
report  qui te  s o  well of her. Hollings had reen 
her tha t  morning and had said there was l i t t l e  
disposit ion t o  a return of the disease. '1 hope 
he i s  r igh t  - & he has seemed t o  understand her - 
but I never could build my f a i t h  i n  him - It is a 
great  nuisance tha t  S i r  Henry is not t o  be got a t  
now!' People looked very desponding about the 
king. On Saturday he had been as bad as  possible, 
but she heard he had been a l i t t l e  be t te r  
yesterday. Heard the princesses were all very l c r r ~ ,  
'and t ha t  the D [uche fss of Sloucester, who went t o  
Slindsor on Friday w [i ]th P [rince ]ss Augusta, was 
very much shocked a t  the change since she had seen 
him ten days before. One cannot help feel ing tha t  
the longer he continues t o  l i v e ,  the be t te r  for  
us all, yet  it is  too cruel t o  wish his 
continuance i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,  Tor I am af ra id  he 
suffers  horribly. - The h k e  of Clarence i s  
keeping himself very quie t  a t  Bushy; and shewing 
very good feel ing,  or a t  l e a s t  good t a s t e ,  i n  h i s  
conduct.' F e l t  sure t h a t  he would have 'men 
informed by Saturday's post t h a t  the melancholy 
event i n  Grosvenor Square had taken place a t  half 
pas t  two t h a t  morning. Could not bear t o  think 
of h is  having tha t  melancholy subject t o  prey on 
h i s  mind and f i l l  his thoughts i n  his  solitude. 
Y i a  had desired her t o  thank him for  his  l e t t e r  
from York. H i s  journey must have been most 
miserable indeed. They had had a v i s i t  from Lady 
Frances Sandon, very much she fascinated us 
all. Lady h t e  was coming t o  London. ilou she 
wished he would come t o  London. '30 not put it off 
much longer, or the K i n g  w i l l  d ie ,  & t'nen;.I suppose 
every body w i l l  go.' TJews of the family and other 
friends. 

(?)  The same t o  the same. 

The writer had provided herself  with a frank from 
Lord Clare, who had called upon them yesterday, 
thinking he would l i k e  a few l i n e s  wri t ten tha t  
day. Mama had improved decidedly, though still 
very weak, Was sure t ha t  i f  she could s leep  two 
or three nights out of town, it would do her more 
good than anything e lse .  T h e  only place they could 
devise was t o  Lady Taylorls i n  the ilegent Park, 
'which is  very going in to  the country'. Lord 
Bagot h. were t o  ge t  t o  Blackheath that day. 
'Mama! was .ebotat tbold&e:.antGtwKnbasge Ih i,Zihec.o~f fetgle 
l i ne .  The l i t t l e  carriage he had given her had 
'no power of driving with a pos t i l l i on  - therefore 
it holds but two - & i f  some S n& a l l  of us 
wanted t o  take any journey there i s  no room for  



Sunday. 
11~30  or 
l a t e r ]  

maid or  things - so  *hat we want i s  a barouche 
w [hi(]dh w i l l  hold fbm inside. We have had a 
second hand one from M r  Thrupp t o  t r y  - drove i n  
it yesterday t o  the Regent's Park - f: l iked it 
very much. Daniel says it i s  perfect ly  sound i n  
aZ1 the wad  work, [k. Thrupp aoks 60 guineas 
for  it - but he w i l l  not give more than 15gs. for  
ours. Daniel thinks we shell not ge t  more for  it 
any where else ,  as  he says he has seen great 
numbers of the same kind a t  the 2azaar sold a t  
12L.' Thought Lord Clare had been looking bet ter  
than they had seen him before. He had been t o  see 
i f  he could ge t  h i m  [ ~ a l ~ h  Sneyd ] some lodgings 
he had liked i n  Sackville Street .  How glad $he 
would be when he was i n  them, 'o r  any where e l se  
i n  t h i s  Town.' The accounts of the King varied a 
l i t t l e  from day t o  day, but she did not believe 
there was then my ind iu idud who entertained the 
smallest hope of his recovery except Hollings. 
The in t e res t  f e l t  about h f m  w a s  very strong 
indeed i n  all ranks. The Duchess of Gloucester 
w a s  gone down t o  Windsor tha t  day. They had seen 
none of them for some time, 'but ~ [ r i n c e  ]ss 
Sophia is t o  come here on rlonday a t  one o lC.  
The Cholmondeley marriage w a s  t o  be on Tuesday. 
[ ~ e  t t e r  incomplete 1. 

The same t o  the same. 

Did not like to l e t  the post of t h a t  day go 
without a l i n e  t o  tell him tha t  Xama was bet te r .  
X r  Burlin had been very much pleased with the 
hprwsment  i n  her the day before. S i r  Charles 
was j u s t  gone t o  Gorhambury, G I could not 
help putting off  writ ing my l e t t e r s  till he was 
gone, which has l e f t  me very l i t t , l e  time t o  t e l l  
you about our v i s i t  t o  Ashridge, which w a s  very 
agreeab1e.I The Rerkhamstead Rall she hml now 
seen once, 

'e;m 1 uite sa t i s f i ed  never t o  see 
another (unlike L adIy Sa l i sbuy ,  who never 
intends t o  miss one w h i l s t  she l ives!  ) Lady 
lSridgewaterls impromptu quadril le,  as she cal led 
it, had been very pret ty .  The house had Looked 
beaut i ful ,  ' so  l i g h t  Ec gay, & the draw[inIg roam 
was such a splendid ball-room. Tea ti supper in 
the dining room. They kept up the dancing till 
near 2 olC. when the people went a w a y .  Tne party 
stay[inIg i n  the house was, the Vemlams 
(including L [or]d Crimston 3 Edward &ithe g i r l s )  
- Lord Craven, S i r  'dalter Riddell, Xr Pane, & 
Mr Deavan (I  dont t knm how he i s  spe l t ,  but he 
has 600,0002) - old Lady Salisbury and ourselves 
i.e. EXeanor, Liazy, Walter Cc myself. - Lady 
Bridgewater's kindness t o  us quite touched us - 
she  would take us i n  her carriage t o  the ba l l  - 
8 seemed t o  look upon us as  s ~ e c i a l l ~  belonging 
t o  her. She spared no pains t o  make it pleasant 
to  every body, 3 succeeded.' The gentlemen, 
(Walter excepted) had a l l  shot on Friday, and had 
tse$&ig&k delighted with t h e i r  day. They 
brought i n  300 head of game c'.. h.ad almve 700 
shots. !Iow she wished lincle Charles had come 



i n  time f o r  it. Lord Clarendon had been very ill 
indeed with goat.,rbntthe throat ,  but was now out 
of danger. Charlotte was invited t o  go t o  
Hatfield on Friday, and would meet the  Lothians. 
'Lizzy and I a r e  very envious of her s igh t  of 
Cecil. ' Uncle Charles had talked with p a t  
admiration and approbation of till M s  doings a t  
Keele, 'but  it was too provoking that you 
sh[oul]d have had such a wet day f o r  him.' 

[? 1830 The same t o  the same. 

Thinking it would be n sa t i s f ac t ion  t o  h i m  t o  
have one l i n e  about Mama, she had made (My Lordt 
leave her a frank, and was thnnkflil t o  say she 
could send him an excel lent  account of her. She 
had improved very much t'nese l a s t  three days. 
'My Lord1 and 3leanor had l e f t  them, IXy Lord 
i n f i n i t e l y  b e t t e r  than when he came1. Charlotte 
was j u s t  returned from Hatfield,  where she had 
met the  Lothians, Lord Talbot and divers  others. 
Lord Tafbot was t o  cone there  on Thursday. The 
Eishop had announced l h s e l f  f o r  Szturday. 
Harr ie t  idilliams had dined and s l e p t  there on 
Friday, on her way t o  Capesthorne. She had 
enjoyed her month a t  Paris. 'How do you like 
the family a t  Xadeley Hanor?' 

27. Bl i thf  ie ld .  The same t o  the same. 
Saturday evening. 
[26 Feb. Was vary t i r ed  of her work, ' so  I may as well 

=311 vary my employment, % write you a few lines.' 
~ i r a n c e s ]  and she had returned t h a t  day, having 
spent three most enjoyable days a t  1nGstx-e. 

- 

Yesterday she had gone with Lord Talbot i n  his 
cu r r i c l e ,  and F [ranees] with Cecil i n  the pony 
carriage, first t o  c a l l  on Lady Fitzgerald,  and 
then t o  Hagley, where they had seen Bess and 
Haddy. On Thursday they had received a very 
uncomfortable account of Lady Sarah [ ~ a l b o t ]  from 
Lord Ingestre,  but the account they had had t h a t  
morning had been much more comfortable. They had 
been disappointed t o  f ind Mama Igone back i m t e a d  
of having gained ground as we hoped i n  this nice 
weather - having caught a fhk t le  cold three days 
ago - This is  very provoking.' lBoddicuml was ' t o  
go on Monday. News of other a r r iva l s  and 
departures. Feared he would think the  arrangements 
anything but agreeable, neverthaless trusted they 
should see him i n  a few days. IIeard t h a t  Dick and 
Harr ie t  were now a f t e r  a house i n  Grosvenor 
S t ree t ,  'having given up Sr  John Stanley's  as 
being too dear. I suppose it was not dear f o r  the  
house, 600s f o r  the Season - & the  one they are 
now about is 500s. I am sorry they are so unwise 
a s  t o  t ake  an expensive house a t  all, but  i f  they 
do, I wish it were the one so near us, for  it 
w [oul ]d be very pleasant t o  have them there. How 
extraordinary if true t h a t  Lady Faget (sir C. s) 
& her daughters have turned Catholics!' Asks him 
t o  ask  Tamshend i f  he remembered t o  del iver  sone 
l e t t e r s ,  and i f  he [ ~ a l ~ h  ~neyd! would bring some 
v i o l e t s  frorr, 'under the w a l l  near the hot house' 



when he came. Charlotte desired her t o  thank him 
fo r  his l e t t e r ,  ' G  t o  tel l  you tha t  Ninny was i n  
ecstasies  with hers. ' 

23. W [es t ] Tytherley . The same t o  the same, at  Keele. 
23 June, 
[ ?  c.18321 Fanny begged she would thank him very much for  his 

l e t t e r ,  and announce t o  him t h a t  the f l i t c h  of 
bacon had s e t  out on i t s  journey t o  h l i ~  yesterday, 
and hoped it would reach Keele i n  time f o r  Charles 
Percy t o  t a s t e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  Hoped he had f ine  
weather fo r  going over all his improvements w i t h  
hin. On Thursday they had had deluge8 of r a i n  - 
vexations fo r  Arundell1s hay, which was j u s t  f i t  
t o  be carried. West Tytherley w a s  looking very 
snug. Fanny was looking very well. They had driven 
every day i n  her pony carriage, and tha t  day the 
wri ter  was t o  mount the pony and r ide  with Arundell. 
Admired Norman Court extremely. Comments on Ralph 
Sneydls news and news of friends.  'How did you feel 
when you read an account of the outraees upon the 
Duke of Wellington on the day of Waterloo?! ! I 1  I t  
was perhaps not possible t o  hate and despise onele 
country more than she had before, 'otherwise it 
w d d  have augmented those feel ings t o  the 
utmost. - I f e e l  aft8ad there w i l l  be some attempt 
a t  mischief the night of the ball  - & t ha t  Nama 
will be frightened 63 nervous - f o r  she was 
intending t o  go with [ ?  word omitted] Sis ters .  - 
The Tory "nobsn (as a farmer here called the 
n o b i l i t ~  speaking t o  Arundell a few days ago) seem 
t o  be endeavouring t o  please G enter tain the King 
by giving h i m  a s e r i e s  of fetes .  Lord Dartmouth 
gives a breakfast t o  the K .  & Q. a t  Blackheath on 
the 5th of July. - That a t  liloor Park is t o  be on 
the lo th ,  I believe - & very r e t ty ,  I sh[oul]d 

s think it must be. I wish Liad 7 y Westminster would 
ask US t o  it.' Armdell  was very eager about the 
church, which wae now being roofed. 

29. The Grove. The same t o  the same. 

Had been delighted t o  see h i s  writing and $et same 
t idings of him. Should be i n  despair i f  the  odioua 
dissolution prevented t h e i r  s e e i y  him i n  December 

(and I fear it is but too l i k e l y , ' ,  for  they were 
becoming quite strangers. Liazy and she had been 
visiting about from house to  house most 
assiduously during the absence of Mama and 
Charlotte. F i r s t  they had been t o  v i s i t  lMunny, 
and were delighted t o  find her s o  comfortable, % 
apparently happy.' Then they had gone t o  Ashridge, 
'Magnificent G beautiful beyond my thing 2 know. 
And nothing could be kinder than L [ad]y Bridgewater 
was t o  us but dull it wae - very!' Lord and Lady 
Buts had come for  one night and she herd liked them 
very much. 'She is par t icu lar ly  agreeable. They a re  
now gone or jus t  going t o  Scotland fo r  the winter. 
The writer and her s i s t e r  had been twice t o  
Gorhambury, 'which i s  a very beautiful house. There 
are always people there - & they themselves are , 
all so  good-humoured & merry Er prettx! (not  Lord 
V. ) - And ~ [ a d f y  Verulam (who i s  too s i l l y  



certainly)  is  so  very amiable t o  us. . . Ue met old 
Salisbury there the other day, who met 

s i c  grea t  enquiries a f t e r  you. She seemed i n  Ypr 
great  force, r iding every day, and walking, and 
dress*! - She wore a chaplet of white roaes one 
evening,. ] It was ra ther  shocking t o  see her old 
head shaking i n  i ts  youthful a t t i r e . '  %sides her 
they had met Edward Drummond and r.lr Fane, a 
brother of Mrs Arbuthnot. On Xonday they had all 
gone from Gorhambury to Hatfield and the writer 
and her s i s t e r  had come t o  the Grove. 'There was 
a review of the Yeomanry i n  Hatfield Park 
yesterday - & the Duke of Wellington inspected 
them - They were dl t o  d ine  there  afterwards - 
about 400 - We could not contrive t o  go 2 eee the 
review, otherwise we would, fo r  the sake of 
seeing Hatfield.' Found nobody a t  the Grove but 
GIilliam Bathurst and a Captain Le Marchant, jus t  
returned from the Cape. The former had given a 
prosperous account of lYrs Seymour and h e r  son. 
there had been a dinner of neighbows yesterday, 
and s o  there  was t o  be tha t  day, divers Wontagues 
yesterday, among them the pre t ty  Mrs Henry i.!. , 
and very pre t ty  she was. Intended returning home 
to-morraw. Lord and Lady Clarendonts kindness t o  
them had been beyond description. Were jus t  
returned from a dr ive t o  Cashiobury, where Lord 
Essex was fo r  a few days. 'How he can r e s i s t  
staying a t  Cashiobury I can't think. What a p re t ty  
place it is! He had probably heard t h a t  Lord 
&got and Eleanor were coming t o  them about the 
26th of the next month. 

39 Cheverells . The same t o  the same, a t  Keele. 
h: onday. 

CNOV . In  the hope tha t  the Bishop would ar r ive  tha t  day 

1832 1 * t o  frank the l e t t e r ,  she s a t  darn t o  wri te  him a 
few l ines .  Had thought much of him since the death 
of poor Lady Bute. Vas afraid Lady Frances Sandon 
had s e t  out before the l a s t  account had reached 
Staffordshire. Hoped t h a t  waa not the case, as i n  
her weak s t a t e  so lone a journey, with the 
aggravation of i ts  being too l a t e ,  must add t o  
the trial such a l o s s  must be t o  her. Charlotte 
had had a l e t t e r  from Mrs Percy l a s t  week, from 
Orasse. They had jus t ,  and only just ,  decided t o  
proceed t o  Rome f o r  the winter, t o  Flrs Percy's 
great  joy. They had heard from Walter from 
Venice, and he was t o  be i n  Florence on the 10th- 
'I; f ind myself i n  a very uncomfortable s t a t e  of 
i r r i t a b i l i t y  about our atrocious, & most 
disgraceful war. We deserve t o  have our trade 
ruined, our name branded with infamy - Pr all the  
e v i l  consequences which we are pret ty  sure t o  
derive from it. I can't help wishing the Xing of 
Holland t o  give us such a l i ck ing  - G then I 
should l i k e  t o  send him Lord Grey & L [or Id 
Palmerston t o  do what he pleased with - (only 
never t o  send t h e m  back t o  us.) - Eiss  3ctavia 
Sebright, who came l a s t  week from Ramsgate, told 
us t h a t  the feeling of aversion & disgust  t o  this 
Service was very strong, throughout our Sailors. 



I hope it may perhaps have a good e f f e c t  upon the 
e lect ions ,  f o r  I believe the fee l ing  of d i s l i k e  
t o  the war i s  p r e t t y  general - Zc t h a t  it may 
therefore be brought forward t o  grea t  advantage 
by the Tories. The Pot ter ies ,  I s[houl]d think 
would be very inimical t o  it.' Was vexed t h a t  
' these  nasty Elections1 would oblige hin t o  put 
off his v i s i t  t o  Cheverdls .  This waa a most 
seasonable month of November - th ick dense fog 
almost every day. Supposed he had heard from Etama 
since the wr i t e r ' s  s i s t e r s 1  v i s i t  t o  Ashridge, 
which they had enjoyed extremely, and of the grea t  
fancy and tableau ball wNch was t o  be a t  Hatfield 
soon a f t e r  Christmas. 'And I suppose moreover tha t  
Mama told you of a l l  the men she i s  o b l i  ed t o  e employ - Seven a t  9s. a week - with nothLing] upon 
ear th fo r  them t o  do. - I think this somewhat 
arbitram, G cer ta in ly  not pleasant. '  

Wednesday. The same t o  the same. i n  London. 
[26 Mar. 
IS34 I Kama had had a to le rab le  night and some quiet 

sleep. Discusses her condition and treatment. Asks 
i f  he would have the goodness ' t o  send down a box 
o f  Abernethvls Biscuits ,  w [hidch they say are so 
l i g h t  & easy of digest ion L she cannot bear bread.' 
T h k s  him fo r  h i s  l e t t e r .  Hoped he would come on 
Xonday. It was very cheering t o  think of the 
Charles Percies being i n  England again. Did not 
know why she had withheld such a pleasant piece of 
in te l l igence  from her, i n  the letter she had had 
the  other day. They had opened his Stafford paper 
and had forgotten t o  send it on. !japed he did not 
mind. The l e t t e r  they had forwarded had looked as 
i f  it might have kept u n t i l  he came. 

The same to the  same. 
Saturday. 
[ante 7 )fay, '3ne might as w e l l  be Two hmdred miles frm 

lg341 
London from the length of time the l e t t e r s  are 
between t h i s  place [c tarn. '  Was happy t o  t e l l  him 
t h a t  ;\!ma had borne her journey much b e t t e r  than 
they had expected. The writer had s e t t l e d  her 
matters very well, ' f o r  instead of being fives days 
i n  the coach, I have got  leave t o  join the chaise 
with r'apche Lt the  servants on Yonday when we meet 
them a t  S t  Albans , i c  co  on post  Ee be dropped a t  
nrereton on Tuesday - I am very happy in t h i s  
arrangement as you may guess.' Things 8eemed t o  
be going on much more qu ie t ly  than was expected i n  
London. 'I was much amused a t  the l i s t  the Sew 
Times gave us of the peers who had Bent apologies 
- !IL Lor ]d Granville - above age1' - "L [m]d ~Garer, 
considerably above 7011 &. LC. I hear (not  f[ro]m 

-, ,I rtadicals) that the Gueen's behaviour i n  the  house 
"29 was very good indeed i t h a t  she looked very well. 

How Laposing i t  must have been when the Duke of 
Wellington stopped his horse, Z< silenced the  mob, 
which was hissing h i m ,  by a look of astonishment.' 
Lord Dartmouth and Lord Ayleer fd  were t o  dirle a t  
Donham the following day. "de are going with the 
Drummond g i r l s  t o  a dance a t  I ~ S  'ilincols, where 



there is  t o  be the  band ':c the Officl Longing 
t o  the 85th f[ro]m Uxbridge. There ~ L L L  cer ta in ly  
be nobody we h a w ,  so  I think it w i l l  be a good 
deal more trouble than pleasure [, ] but Har ' r i e l t  
Anne has s o t  her mind upon it, ~5 they won't go 
without us.' John Chester had came yesterday and 
Anne and Liz were ju s t  come t o  spend tne day, 
there is  such a noise i n  tho  room t h a t  I am sure 
my wri t ing must be quite unin te l l ig ib le . '  Supposed 
he had been enjoying th&rlibmB&)?a$hhm~ndbta~: 
l i t t l e  a t  Long1ea.t. The Duchess of Geaufort was 
not come t o  town. They had seen Lady Zranville the  
day before they had l e f t .  Adds a pos tscr ip t  t o  say 
that Mama was much be t t e r  t h a t  day, and t h a t  the  
'Queen taken C~mbridge House! How snug fo r  us 
t o  have her so  near! though I hope before next 

7 1  Spring she w i l l  'oe over the seas  a a i n . .  1 

33 Cli thf ie ld .  The same t o  the same. 
Friday evening. 
fante 7 Nay, Mama had improved very much on her j ournep. 

1E34] Thought she had to ld  him t h a t  she [the wri ter  1 
was t o  t r ave l  i n  the chaise,  ' 2  ge t  t o  Zrereton 
Tuesday, I had therefore not seen Mama from 
!'!onday morn[inIg a t  Denham till she arrived a t  
Erereton yesterday - ?[ I assure you I was very 
much strthck with t he  amendment t h a t  had taken place 
during t h a t  time.' ~ [ r m c e s ] ,  C[harlotte]  and the 
writer had come on t o  B l i t h f i e ld  yesterday, and had 
found Dick and Harr ie t  both i n  very good looks. 
They were gone t o  dine a t  Brereton t h a t  day, very 
much t o  the  wr i t e r ' s  annoyance. 'It was an odious 
scheme of Bess's, by which they see much l e s s  of 
Xama than they would have done by driving over i n  
the morning, and we lose  t h e i r  company for  more 
than half  of the  only day we  a re  here. We drew 
l o t s  f o r  which of us sh[oul]d go with them (as  
the chaise only holds three)  8: Charlotte got it. 
We all re turn  home t o - m ~ r r u w . ~  It had rained a t  
Bl i th f ie ld  almost all day, but she had taken 
advantage of a f a i r  gleam t o  go and see e l l  the 
f a i r  doings a t  E l i t h f i e ld ,  and thought the 
improvements would be very great .  Uncle John, she 
heard, was s e t  out t h a t  day f o r  Cares and would 
not be a t  Elford again a f t e r  the  20th of next 
month. He was t o  deposit  Charlee a t  the Charter 
House on h i s  way home. They had heard yesterday 
t h a t  lbna Carnegie was going t o  be married t o  a 
Mr Douglas, ' of la rge  fortune and very old family. 
Fanny had had a l e t t e r  from Lady Elizabeth 
Smerse t ,  i n  which she said  t h a t  she, Lady G. 
and the  Duchess were ju s t  s e t t i ng  out f o r  London, 
'having had a surnmons from the Duke.' Sup?osed he 
would not s t i c k  very exactly t o  his for tnight  a t  
Longleat. ' I  doubt whether I have wri t ten common 
sense, f o r  the boys a re  making such a r iot! !  l 1  
Adds a pos tscr ip t ,  i n  verse, concerning an 
inv i ta t ion  t o  him from General b i l l i a m ]  Dyott, t o  
v i s i t  him at (? )  Haunch Hall1 . 
With, (A) note, from Louisa Sneyd (d.1834) t o  

Ralph Sneyd. 



34 Thursday. The same t same, 1 on. '0 the I 

. - 
.n Lond 
- [ante 7 Kay, 

163L+] Xama was mucn improved. uescribes her condition 
and treatment. 

Chaverelle. The same t o  the same. 
Monday. 
[ante 7 May, Thought she might a s  well  send t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  I 4 r  

1;:34] W a l l  t o  frank t o  Urn, and enclose h i s  button, 
' f o r  S i r  John having taken h i s  departure without 
paying us the farewell  v i s i t  we had expected, I 
have no chance of e w r  ge t t ing  a frank here. E4ama 
had been going on extremely well. What a sad 
tragedy was the death of poor Seynour Bathurst. 
'Poor dear Lady Bathurst, a severer b l m  could not 
have f a l l e n  upon her, Lc without the smallest  
preparation!' Lady Georgiana De Roue had very 
kindly wr i t ten  immediately t o  Charlotte. They ha8 
first heard the news from Miss Octavia Sebright, 
who, thinking it might have given Mama a sudden 
shock i f  she had seen it i n  the newspaper withou 
previous preparation, had very kindly come there  
t o  apprise them of it. 

36 Friday. - The same t o  the  same, ~t Keele. 

Mama had had a quie t  night. Describes her condition 
and treatment. Charlotte had a cold. Re,mtted tL- 
departure of Anne Dod. The accounts of S i r  Char11 
[ ~ a ~ o t ]  were very sa t i s f ac to ry  and she heard he 
meant t o  go t o  Dick a t  Canter- when he was abie. 
Lady Georgiana de Roos [s ic1 had been very kind i n  
sending them accounts of the poor h t h u r s t s  again. 
'Poor dear Seymour!' 

37- Cheverells . 
Tuesday. 
[ante 7 :'lay, 
18341 

The same t o  the  same. 

!:ma had desired her t o  L@l him, with her 
affect ionate  love,  t h a t  she would wr i te  him 
herse l f ,  but was not feel ing quite up t o  it. She 
was anxious t o  thank him f o r  the game and very fine 
grBpes. The wr i te r  was not so well s a t i s f i e d  with 
her a s  she had hoped t o  be. M r  Burlin hsd seen her 
yesterday and found her much be t te r .  They were a l l  
complaining of the  cold most energet ical ly  and 
thinking of keeping their beds. 'Xy Lord1 was 
uncommonly well, ' i n  s p i t e  of all his 1amentations.l 
They were looking forward t o  seeing the Bishop 
there  on the 15th,  Charles proposes t o  cone 
with him t o  s t ay  a b i t ,  so I can hope Walter. w i l l  
defer  h i s  Staffordshire journey f o r  a l i t t l e  
while.' Walter had had a l e t t e r  from Lewis from 
Venice t h a t  day, and the w r i t e r  had had one from 
Mrs Percy, from Rome, a few days ago. 

38 Cheverells . 
Thursday. 
[ante 7 biay, 
16343 

The same t o  the  same, a t  Keele. 

I t  vexed her b i t t e r l y  a f t e r  such a sa t i s f ac to ry  
continuance of good accounts, t o  be obliged t o  
send 'him a d i f f e r en t  one. But she grieved t o  say 
t ha t  Mama had had one of those horr id  a t tacks  of 
spasm or  asthma the night before. Sweeny, huwever, 
had assured her all the time t h a t  there was no 



cause for alarm, and would not al low her t o  call 
up Charlotte, who had a cold. She was, thank God, 
much be t te r  than she could have expected her t o  
be t h a t  day. Lady Eagot had been very kind i n  
sending them da i ly  accounts of S i r  Charles, who 
was now going on perfect ly  well. 

27 Wednesday evening. The eame t o  the same. 
[ante 7 Flay, 
1634 1 He would, she knew, l i k e  t o  have a l i n e  from one 

of them to-morrow, and she had persuaded 
C[harlotte], who said she' had promised t o  write 
tha t  evening, t o  l e t  her do so  instead, Ifor I 
need hardly t e l l  you that  all my heart  & all my 
thoughts are with you. Plama seemed tolerably 
cmfortable  tha t  evening. She and the wri ter  had 
dined together i n  'My Lordls '  study. They were 
deeply touched by all the kindness sham them 
there. Dick and Harriet were both very unwell. 
Your@ Charles was there and dear h s e  and Haddy. 
Oess had desired the writer t o  give him her 
affectionate love and thanks fo r  the p e r h e  
he had sent  her. They were t o  go t o  Ingestre on 
Monday. They had been much penetrated and 
overcome by the kindness and affect ion of all the 
vi l lage people, 'who were a t  the gate as we 
passed. I f  you had an opportunity, perhapa you 
would express t o  Mr Styche or Mr Simpson (who 
we distinguished amongst them) how deeply we f e l t  
it. - Mama was on the other s ide  of the Carriage, 
SE we a m  not qui te  sum tha t  she saw tnem. There 
seemed t o  be no prospect of m y  change i n  the 
weather, so she trusted he would be there aa soon 
as possible. Could not bear t o  think of him 
remaining alone. Adds a postscr ipt ,  asking h i m  t o  
beg Andrews t o  look i n  her bedroom far a ring, 
which she must have l e f t  there, it was the 
mourning r ing of poor Lady Bagot. 

40. Cheverells. The same t o  the same. 
Friday . 
[ a t e  7 May, Believed he had heard t h a t  Nama had had a 

18341 
cmfor tab le  night before he had s e t  out. Describes . . her mother1 s condition and ~ ~ s r ] t B w r a ~ ~ ~ 4 s '  Irrc~- 
treatment, of which i4r Burlin highly approved. ivlr 
W i n  had been very amiable and gentlemanlike, 
and had said he was so convinced t h a t  Sweeny 
understood her case, t h a t  his v i s i t s  were 
perfect ly  unnecessary. They were very glad t o  hear 
t h a t  S i r  Charles had engaged Andrews. Hoped he 
would l e t  them know how long he was performing 
his journejr t o  Elford, ' a l s o  what yau thought of 
Johnny. I 

fag Cheverells. The same t o  the same, a t  Keele. 
Saturday. 
[ante 7 May, 

Describes the illness of her mother a d  her 

11343 
condition. I f  she were not better the next day 
she would send a l e t t e r  t o  h i m  t o  Dunstable, 'so 
i f  you do not receive another account by the pame 
post as this, you may rest assured t h a t  there i s  
no cause of uneasiness, & t ha t  she i s  no worse.' 
Wished there were not 120 miles between them. 



42- C heverell s . 
Tuesday. 
[?  >lay, 
1834 ] 

43 [? Cheverslls 1. 
Thursday. 
[?  Kay, 
18341 

44- Cheverells . 
Friday. 
[ ? June, 
16341 

The same t o  the same, a t  Keele. 

Fe l t  very grateful  t o  him fo r  having written t o  
her on tha t  sad and trying day. They had l o s t  
what was most valuable t o  them on earth,  the 
affection of a mother, & ~ u c h  a Mother i s  
irreparable! - ti leaves a dreadful vacuum w [hi ]ch 
can never be f i l l e d  up as long as we l ive. . . '  
They were quite well. Had driven Fanny for  about 
half  an hour the day before, and Charlotte and 
Limy were driving tha t  day. Peter took up the 
chestnut pony during tne day and it would soon 
be f i t  for  them t o  take gentle r ides  upon. 
Considers the disposal of her motherts e f fec ts  

The same t o  the same, i n  London. 

Was thinking much of him t ha t  day, 'and a l l  yo 
are  doing f o r  us. And as I s i t  i n  the calm and 
quiet  of t h i s  place my feelings are f u l l  of 
grati tude t o  you, who are  harassing yourself both 
i n  mind and body, t o  spare us. How anxious I 
sha l l  be t o  hear from you!' If he were t o  see 
l:rs Stanhope, prays him t e l l  her tha t  she woul 
have wri t ten t o  her 'had I been able t o  tell h 
anything about o u r s e l ~ e s ; . . . ~  Was af ra id  the b 
containing the picture  must have made h i s  
journey very uncomfortable the day before. '1 
quite annoyed t o  see how very much it was i n  
your way. Fc)und there was s o  l i t t l e  servants 
tea  l e f t  she had enclosed a note for  Antrobus, 
' t o  order a few pounds - Gc as it w i l l  only be 
a s m a l l  parcel, I su pose, have desired it nay 
be sent t o  Mkvartls 7 Hotel].' I f  it was 
inconvenient t o  carry,  would he desire  Townshe 
' t o  d i r ec t  it here t o  be sent by Coach. Had b 
glad t o  hear from the Bishop t h a t  the 4x0 Harr 
had arrived and p r e t t y  w e l l .  Reminds him t ha t  
there was ha i r  enough ' t o  have a large piece a 
the top of a box, if you sh  foul Id l i k e  t o  have 
so. Pray consider only how you would l i k e  best 
t o  have it.' If he should be writing t o  Charle 
Percy, would he add her thanks t o  Mrs Percy fo 
her l e t t e r .  Would be anxious t o  hear how he fo  
Lady Bathurst & Lady Georgians. 

WRR 

The same t o  the same, i n  London. 

Had had a long l e t t e r  *om the Duchess of 
Gloucester t h a t  morning, ' i n  which she expresses 
how much it would de l ight  her t o  see you whilst  
you are i n  Town - i f  you would c a l l  a t  G.H. 
between 3 G 4 otclock. She asks me t o  w r i t e  t o  
you & ask you whether next Tuesday a t  half  pas 
three - or  Thursday a t  t he  same hour - i: des i r  
me t o  write t o  h e r  & t e l l  her w fhi ?ch day you 
w i l l  came[,] t h a t  she m y  be sure t o  be a t  horn - N o w  i f  you think you can ge t  away firolm Lon 
on Tuesday, I sh[oulB be very sorry i f  t h i s  
prevented you: & i n  tha t  case I f e e l  sure she 
w [oulld see you on Mondas. But  l e t  me know by 
Lady Harr iet ,  or by return of post, w'hich day 
shall t e l l  her t o  expect you, O I w i l l  write on 



Sunday.' They were delighted t o  think of seeing 
deer Lady Harriet  the folluwing day, and very glad 
they could have George there  during t'ne Bishop's 
absence. Charlotte had heard from Harriet  Williams 
t'nat day, f [ r o b  which she f inds  she need not  
leave t h i s  place till Friday.' Roberts thought it 
would be a grea t  p i t y  i f  any money were spent upon 
the barouche - ' a s  he does not think tha t  i f  the 
springs &wheels were made safe  - the  carriage 
i t s e l f  would now bar luggage or be f i t  fo r  a 
long journey - tho'  it may be usentl  fo r  going 
shor t  distances t'z with l i t t l e  luggage. ' 

43 C heverell s . The same, and the Rev. Walter Sneyd (d.lSCE), ,, 
Tuesday . the same, i n  London. 
[24 June, 
lr334] Walter wanted t o  wri te  him, but she would begi: 

h i s  letter whi l s t  he was r iding,  and tell him 
much obliged she was f o r  his.  ''&ether you 
succeed or  f a i l  i n  res tor ing t o  us the  paper 
which i s  s o  dear t o  us,  our grat i tude t o  you fl 
a l l  the  exertions you have made i n  the attempt 
must be the  same; G t h a t  is on my p a r t  
i n e x ~ r e s s i b l e .  ' Did not allow herself  t o  think 
there  was a hope of seeing it again. The hay 
looked nice but there was very l i t t l e  of it. D: 
not know how she should g e t  on fo r  money i f  he 
did  not re turn  by Saturday t o  pay the mowers, ( 

Fancied h i m  a t  t h a t  moment with the Duchess of 
Gloucester. ' I  heard from her t h i s  morn[inlg. 
I hope she w i l l  not  encounter such a r i s k  as 
going t o  the Abbey, but from what she says, she 
seems t o  have sane thowhts  of it.' Had had a 
very kind l e t t e r  from Miss Sneyd of Byrkley 
Lodge t h a t  evening, who thought it possible they 
might l i k e  t o  be there ' i n  the  midst of our 
r e l a t i ons ' .  

[ ~ e t t e r  completed by the Rev. Walter Sneyd, 
asking f o r  a loan of £301. 

Cheverells. The same t o  the same, i n  London. 
Friday. 
[ ?  July, 
1834 1 

Need scarcely t e l l  h i m  how happy the few l i n e s  
they had received t h a t  morning had made them, 
'nor how ver?r[,] very full of grat i tude we f e e l  
t o  you f o r  all you have done, G all you have 
undergone, t o  procure fo r  us this confort L 
happiness. Those precious papers, are i f  it i s  
possible,  rendered s t i l l  more dear ?c valuable t o  
us through your affect ionate  exertions,  w [hilch 
have res tored them t o  us ,  and which I never can 
forget. '  Lizzy and she were most anxious t o  hear 
when he would re turn  t o  them. Had been t e r r i b l y  
shocked by hearing yesterday frm Roberts that he 
was thinking of leaving them. I t  was t o  Lady 
Augusta Kennedy he wanted t o  go. She was t o  give 
h i m  6Ogns. a year. 'He is  t o  be at the head of ,a 
large Establishment - & t o  go with her t o  . 
Brighton, & t o  Windsor, if he l ikes .  - He says 
he wished t o  have spoken t o  you upon the subjec t  
before he saw L [ad]y ~ u g u s t a [ ,  ] but you were not 



47 Cheverells . 
[1634 or  
l a t e r  ] 

A$. Cheverells. - 
18 Xay, 
C1835 1 

a t  hme when he called a t  Mivartls. Had had a 
l e t t e r  from the Duchess of Gloucester a day or two 
ago, i n  which she had spoken strongly of the 
pleasure his v i s i t  had given her. 

The same t o  the same. 

They were very anxious he should come on Thursday, 
of which he gave them hope i n  his  l e t t e r  t o  
Walter, inasmuch as on t h a t  day he would find 
Fanny there. Bess and Haddy had come the day 
before yesterday, and the wri ter  was be t t e r  
s a t i s f i ed  with t h e i r  looks than she had expected 
t o  be. It  was disagreeable t o  have such tteather, 
the sudden change t o  winter was far  from pleasant. 
They had spent from iqonday t o  %Wetday at 
Westbrook and had returned more than ever impressed 
with the excellence and agreeableness of Granvil!- 
Ryder, & lamenting his deafness. Lord Ebrington 
and his boys had been there and nicer boys one 
never knew, 'but they have been made Radicals, 
which is  a g[ reaf t  pi ty .  Was glad t o  hear that he 
had given up going abroad t h a t  year. Where were the 
Grosvenors and what did they mean t o  do, she 
wondered. Concluded t h a t  he would be a t  Rl i thf ield 
on Monday, and would f ind the Percies s t i l l  there. 
Thought they must have had ch i l ly  and splashy 
pleasure a t  Lichfield races. 'However they had S: 
3obt Feel. Hm anxiously must be looking out 
every post fo r  the familiar e n i s t l e  >Fir dtConneU 
s o  goad a s  t o  promise him - a f t e r  the nice lete&r 
11e wrote t o  the D. of Wellington.' lloped Charlotte 
had thanked him fo r  the cargo of game he had sent  
them. They would thankfully receive any more froi 
e i the r  Keele or Bl i thf ie ld ,  now that they were more 
numerous, for  we do not ge t  much f r m  Beechwood. ' 
Thought 'my Lordt had told he was t o  go t o  
Garnstone on the 17th. 

The same t o  the sane. 

His l e t t e r  had reached her yesterday morning, a t  a ' 

moment when it was most par t icu lar ly  congenial t o  
her feelings.  Had intended, when she s a t  down t o  
write t o  him, to  have mentioned the subject of  their  
mourning t o  Ur, but it was too pai::ful a one ald 
her courage had f a i l ed  her. F e l t  glad of the pretext 
which a s l i g h t  mourning afforded t o  them of delayirq 
the change f o r  a week or two longer. The servants 
had now put off  the i rs .  Could not t e l l  >dm how much 
obliged they were t o  him f o r  his kind offer of 
James. They did not wish t o  go t o  town before the 
9 th  or  10th of June. Octavia Sebrightwaa so  kind 
i n  offering t o  look about fo r  houses f o r  them. I t  
would be l e s s  troublesme t o  her then it would t o  
Ilarriet  Anne Dzwxnond, who had no carrizge. 
Supposed Charles Percy would not be a t  all 
contented with a shor t  visit f rm him. Eis v i s i t  
would be good for  Charles Percy, who c e r ~ ~ ~ s h a s  
got a notion that he i s  too poor t o  g e t  on a t  all - 
which makes him fuss himself about l i t t l e  things - 
and I am s o  afraid this should g r w  upon him, 



which would be such a witv! H i s  good P. S . 
about Staffordshire  p o l i t i c s ,  corroborating 
dl they had heard before, f i l l e d  her with hope. 
When was the nomination t o  be? ' I t  w i l l  be a most 
anxious contest .  The Conservative Association 
w i l l  be indeed a most troublesome &ax upon your 
time, i f  it i s  t o  require your presence one day 
i n  July 15 again i n  August. Adds a postscr ipt  
about the p o s s i b i l i t y  of h i s  v i s i t i n g  2-Ir Xinton, 
' w i l l  you mention tha t  I was disappointed a t  not 
finding the Bell  (v i th  Convolutions twisted round 
i t )  which I had ordered, with the r e s t  of the 
China. I f e e l  an awkwardnesfi about it as it i B  
one of the things w[hi]ch a m  convincod I did 
not pay fo r ,  tho1 I am by w a y  of having done so. 
A t  all  events I m dis t ressed a t  not  having i t  
a s  it was a present fo r  the e ldes t  ><iss Sebrig 
who knows about it, and I do not know how t o  g 
it now.1 

S 'neverell s . The same t o  the same. 
7 hug. 
[ ?  1c>35] Congratulated him, f o r  ac tua l ly  it was raining.  

Bad not seen a drop since they had l e f t  Fortugal 
S t ree t ,  'and it was melancholy t o  s ee  flowers, 
imgetables, & f r u i t ,  a l l  dr ied up k withered.' 
k more enjoyable summer she never remembered, 
when the ea r th  had been refreshed she hoped there 
would be some more such weather. 'Yes, Zinily 
Grimeton's marriage was duly announced t o  us; 
and we heard that they were all t o  come t o  
Gorhambury yesterday, and the wedding t o  take 
place there i n  about three weeks,' 2xpresses 
misgiviws f o r  the br ide ' s  happiness. Looked 
forward t o  'his v i s i t  t o  them very much, though 
the pleasure of  i t  would be a good deal  damped 
by the t'nought of the long absence which would 
follow it. Trusted he would ce r t a in ly  re turn 
' e a r ly  i n  the Spring of next year. ' gas glad ile 
was l i k e l y  t o  get her f r iend Galeazxi t o  go with 
him as courier.  Wished she could hear of a good 
place f o r  James. Had begLwd Octavia Sebright 
would mention him t o  ;,:rs IIalsey, 'as they are  
j u s t  returned frai abroad, 8: taking new Servants, 
and mipht want a footman. Roberto had w r i t  ten 
t o  inform her t h a t  he hzd got  Lord Sheff ie ldls  
place. Uondered how long the Lords and Commons 
would si t .  News of friends and acquaintances. Had 
'some hopes we might have inddced L[or]d Clare 
t o  make an Inn of us, '  but t h a t  was out of the  
question now. Lizzy's news was t h a t  Lord 
Duncannon's son was t o  marry Lady Fanny Lambton, 
and Lord Gardiner, ;;is8 Xughes. The Bishop of 
Rochesterts  daughters made grea t  marriages. '1 
believe they are very nice g i r l s .  :hen was his 
Conservative dinner? Had he heard anything of 
poor Lady Zgerton, and whether her daughtert s 
case was hopeless? 

53 Guy's Cl i f f .  The same t o  tne  same. 
13- Iov. 
[?  1835j 

He would be surprised t o  see  t h a t  she was s t i l l  
a t  Guy's C l i f f ,  her intent ions  or ig ina l ly  having 



been t o  re turn  t o  Chevercalls the week before, 
however she had been engaged by the Percys t o  
accompany them t o  Packington. (I hope the Hromleys 
w i l l  never know, a s  we had s tou t ly  withstood a 
g rea t  deal  of pressing from them t o  meet the  
Carletons a t  Baginton exact ly  a t  t h a t  time - giving 
f o r  reasons t h a t  the Percys woulc! probably be 
s e t t i n g  out fo r  Rmsgate, 2- L tkt I must ret,wn 
t o  receive them a t  Cheverells on t h e i r  w~y .  ) The 
Ramsgate scheme has however been given up f o r  more 
than a week, and they a re  not stirring frcnn home 
a t  pr8sent.I They had desired her t o  urge him I 
put his plan of coming there  i n t o  execution. HE 
put off  her departure [for Cheverella] i n  the 1 
of ge t t ing  a s igh t  of h i m ,  i f  he gave up 
Oxfordshire, and he had not mentioned any other 
v i s i t  a f t e r  Badminton. News of the Pepays. 
Packington had been du l l i sh  and the writer's 
companions had brought a l l  the agreeableness w i t  
them. ' I t  i s  a good house & al together  a f i ne  
place I think, but not cheerful. Charlotte and 
Lizzy seemed t o  have been l i v ing  a t  Ashridge. 
Their l a s t  v i s i t  had been t o  meet the  he i r  and 
Lord S t  John. The f i r s t  time they had met Lady 
( ? )  Care. and M r  Peckell, just before poor Lady 
Mark's death. News of Walter. Was so r ry  Harvey had 
not been elected a t  All Soults .  News of other 
r e l a t i v e s  and friends.  His a o c m t  of Boconnoc 
was very nice, but it had not been a f i n e  autumn 
for seeing country. 

51 Cheverells . The same t o  the same, a t  Keele. 
Saturday, 
21 Nov. Had made qui te  sure of having the Bishop there 

i? 18351 
t h a t  day t o  frank her l e t t e r ,  but nuw f e l t  
somewhat doubtful on t h a t  score. He had wr i t t e r  
t o  say t h a t  he might possibly be there on Thursday 
or  Friday, but no Bishop. I i e l l ,  you know by hear t  
now what a disappointment it was t o  us not t o  have 
you a t  Guy's Cl i f fe  &] i n  your way homewards. 
Had passed a very snug, pleasant t i m e  a t  Guy's 
Cl i f fe ,  'G l iked it much be t t e r  than i f  they had 
been more junketty, G had more company.' A s  she 
had been about t o  s e t  out by the 'Srown Pr ince t ,  
she had seen Charles Percy, who had ins i s ted  on 
r iding t o  Warwick t o  see her i n  the coach. Had 
found Charlotte prosperous, but Lizzy did not 
look wel l .  IChsrlotte i s  going t o  Hatfield on 
Monday, t o  stay t en  days. Mihlter goes with ~ o b t .  
Curzon t o  Saton t o  day and t o  Capesthorne on 
Tuesday. Lizzy wrote t o  him yesterday G to ld  him 
t h a t  you were a t  Keele. I am very glad t o  hear 
t h a t  t he  sh ip  containing his MS.S. has arrived 
safely.  I suppose he w i l l  lx i n  a f i dge t  t o  see  
them. S i r  John w a s  a t  Beechwood, she heard. Lady 
Venilam and Lady Katherine Barham had come over 
[ t o  ~ h e v e r e l l s ]  on Thursday. They expected the 
Cravens a t  Gorhambury t h a t  day. Had heard f r o m  
Mrs T i m m i s  l a t e l y ,  ' ch ie f ly  upon the business of 
the  School, Cc begging we w Lou1 ]d consult  you. 
Was sor ry  the m e  of Beaufort had been too ill 
t o  receive him. 



9- Cheverells. The same t o  the same, a t  Keele. 

Thought he would be anxious t o  hear about 
Charlotte, so  she sent  him a few l i n e s ,  as  she 
was not able t o  wri te  herse l f ,  t o  t e l l  you thai 
she returned yesterday ear ly  i n  the day, Lord & 
Lady Salisbury having gone t o  Tarn f o r  sme h m  
She looked qui te  fagged knocked up, as you ma3 
suppoee; and the draught which Sweeny prescribec 
t o  her, instead of making her sleep,  inade her 
s ick,  so  she is  somewhat ragged to-day - I t rus i  
however t h a t  i n  two or t'mee days she w i l l  be a1 
r i g h t  again. [continues w i t h  an account of the  
f i r e  a t  Hatfield,  i n  which the Dowager Marchione 
of Salisbury l o s t  her l i f e . ]  

was tt 
hynne . rat 

53 Cheverells. The same t o  the same, a t  Coornbe Abbey, Coventry. 
24 Jan. 
L1837 1 Thanks him fo r  his l e t t e r .  They were wishing t o  

know his hbstory very much, (perhaps I sh [oul]i 
say your Geography.) Must t e l l  him a piece of 
news, a s  he had j u s t  l e f t  ?fiddleton, t h a t  
Harriet  Bagot was t o  marry Lord Charles TI 
'If you have heard it do not mention : 
Lady Harr ie t  desired us not t o  do so, as tney 
would not announce it till they had received 
L[or]d Bathts answer. Lord Charles's l iv ing  wae 
very near Longleat and he was ordained l a s t  sumn 
'They met a t  Cuddesden two years § a h a l f  ago, 
and since t h a t  time he has been most devoted i n  
h i s  attachment, B very earnest  i n  his endeavaur~ 
t o  ob l i t e r a t e  by h i s  conduct the extravagances 
he had conunitted a t  Oxford, w [hilch a t  f i r s t  mad 
the Bishop very averse t o  it. He is now delighte 
with it.' Was thankful t o  say they had escaped 
the influenza. There seemed t o  be hardly a house 
anywhere i n  which someone was not ill of it. ::is 
Sebright and Octavia had both been dangerously I 
with it, had been very unhappy about the Duchess 
of Gloucester f o r  many days, and had had a 
deplorable account from Arundell t h a t  morning, o f ,  
t h e i r  s t a t e  a t  Tytherley, where they had a l l  got  
it. They kept t o  t h e i r  in tent ion of s e t t i n g  out 
on Monday and were all. t o  go, i n  the first 
instance, t o  Lady Carnegie s a t  Leamington. 
Charlotte and Lizzy were t o  proceed t o  Coombe 
the following day, before reuni t ing and 
proceeding t o  ( ? )  qrereton. I1 did read S i r  - 
Rob [er It Peel t 8 two speeches, & T m i r e d  them - 
Like a l l  h i s  speeches t h a t  I have ever read, the, 
are  so  strairrhtforward 1% t o  the point. I h v e  
never heard who i s  t o  move the addressF or 
anything about t he  meeting. - Lady Har t.rie ]t 
Paget, t o  whom I wrote congratulating upon t h e i r  
new app&bihtmen]t, says it was conferred in the  
most gratifying manner by the King himeelf, and 
they l i k e  the thoughts of it very much, although 
I am sor ry  t o  hear t h a t  the Salary i s  about 
what Sandhurst is. "It is I think a very bad 
p a r t  af  the s to ry  - thot  the freedom from care & 
respons ib i l i ty  t o  S i r  Gdwiar]d, and the s i t u a t i o  
f o r  a l a rge [ , ]  growing up family are  very 
desirable  c i r c ~ m s t a n c e s . ~  Was sorry the  influenza 



had k i l l ed  Lord Ross: 

54 Srere ton. 
25 Jan. 
b839 I 

The same t o  the same, poste res tan te  iiome. 

Ead heard from Walter that he [ ~ a l ~ h  ~ n e y d ]  
wished t o  lave a copy of dear E3ess1s l e t t e r  
t o  him forwarded. WdAer had returned it t o  
Haddy by her des i re .  Therefore %ranscribe? it 
t o  save time. The or iginal ,  a l a s ,  Er  Lander had 
taken away, much t o  Haddyls annoyance. Was qui te  
sure it would never be returned, ' a s  the object  
is  t o  prove t h a t  & the l e t t e r  t o  George Gooch a8 
a wiu. ' I t  w a s  very odious t h a t  the  law would 
in t e r f e re  i n  a matter so  simple and ea.si ly 
arranged as  a pr iva te  concern. George Cooch had 
returned there on Monday and was 'much occupied 
i n  t ransact ing t h i s  tiresome business with Mr 
Lander. Mews of friends. Had not heard of any 
Radical. being put up for  Cuckinghamshire ye t ,  
' s o  I hope there  w i l l  be no opposition t o  Fr  
Du Pre.' Was a f r a id  there was much d i s t r e s s  i n  
the  country from the high pr ice  of bread. 'People 
t a l k  of a sca rc i ty ,  B I can't th ink w&, fo r  it 
was not  a very bad harvest. Supposed tnere would 
be a g rea t  s t ruggle  about Corn Laws when 
parliament met. 9ad there ever been anything so  
barbarous as the murder of Lord Norbury? Fanny 
to ld  her  that no successor t o  Arundell was y e t  
appointed t o  Tytherley. 3e was t o  be in s t i t u t ed  
very soon. Further news of friends.  

With ( i )  copy, l e t t e r  from ~ [ l i z a b e t h ]  Sneyd t o  
Ralph Sneyd, dated from Srereton 3 Jan , ,  
1837, concerning t'ne disposal of 3 ,300 
i n  the  hands of P~alph Sneyd. 

55 Cheverell s . The same t o  the same, In  Siena. 
29 AU.. 

[1639'f 
Thought it time t o  send h i m  another despatch, 
although there was l i t t l e  t o  tell him, except 
t h a t  they were all well and prosperous. They 
seldom (or never) saw anybody except the inhabit-  
an ts  of Beechwood. A l l  the news they got was 
through the newspapers, so he would know before 
the l e t t e r  reached h i m  t ha t  the long and useless  
session of parliament was a t  length a t  an end, 

- and t h a t  Xr S r ing  Iiice i s  Bade a Peer 
( L  [or]d Xonteagle 7 - because he can1 t be a 
Chancellor of the  Exchequer, and that 1"ir ~ o u l e t  [t 1 
Thomson is going as Governor t o  Canada! - I b l r  F. 
&ring [is] t o  be ~h [ance l lo ] r  of the  ~ x : c h e ~ u e ] r ,  
and ?.ir Labouchere [is ] t o  be i n  :4r F.T. s place. 
They say Lord Clarendon i s  t o  have Seals of same 
kind, but w h a t  has not transpired yet . '  They had 
heard they intended t o  go abroad for a year, 
'but  i f  t h i s  i s  t rue  they w i l l  of course c'nange 
t h e i r  plans.' Charlotte and she had driven the 
pony aver t o  Westbrook on ?!onday, - a g rea t  
exer t ion both for ours?lves G the poney! Lard 
EIarrarby and the Sandons were going abroad, the 
object  was t h e i r  e l d e s t  g i r l ,  who was now wall, 
but very de l ica te .  Lord Charles IIervev was sa id  



t o  be very amiable and Lady Harriet  extremely 
happy. Frederic Ryder and h i s  bride were a t  Sandon 
and Lady Georgiana had sa id  they a l l  seemed t o  l i k e  
her. News of other  friends$ including Mary Howard, 
Lady Aboyne, S i r  Charles and the Duke of Dorset, 
the Duchess of Gloucester, the Charles Thynnes, 
the three Lady Legges, George Gooch, hlr Hervey 
Aston, Xrs Arthur Talbot, Lord Talbot, and the 
Bagots. IJews of the elms a t  Keele, one of which 
was t o  be t ~ k e n  d w n  while they were away, 'we 
are alarmed about the one nearest  t o  the house, 
which leans  much more towards the house than it 
did,  ic f[ro]m the ra i s ing  of the ground, it is 
evident t h a t  t he  roots  a re  working upwards. 
However I t r u s t  he w i l l  stand several  years lonear. 
He w[oul]d make a t e r r i b l e  smash i f  he came down 
of h i s  a ~ c o r d . ~  The wr i te r  we.8 copying a small 
Iioly Family, which she had borrowed from neechood . 
It was so long since she had handled o i l  coloure 
that she wzs very awkward with t'mm and not a t  all 
s a t i s f i e d  with her work. 

56. ' Fickhurst Xead The same t o  the same, i n  Paris.  
(being LS'. s a d .  
Legge s cottage) . Had received h i s  l e t t e r  the  morning she had l e f t  

13  July, home and had not  been able  t o  write sooner. They 

irsika J were looking forward with impatience t o  his 
return.  Was qui te  charmed 'with the beauty of t h i s  
place - both the house ?. place i t s e l f ,  and the 
country about it. It is t h e  most r u r a l  [, ] p r e t t y  
country possible - S t h i s  house both outside ir 
inside qui te  beaut i ful  - s m a l l  of course, but a l l  
i n  such good t a s t e .  It belongs t o  a ;4r Moysey, h, 
Caroline has it till next TIidsumrner. It i s  not 
f a r  from Addington; 3 B r d e y  H i l l  & Zden Farm Uc 
are  neighbours. To-day we project  an excursion t o  
Holwood, (Yr Pit t !s  once) - but the weather is 
showery & unfavour~ble  fo r  excursions which is  
tiresome. Yes [terdaIy we went by r a i l  road & 
steamer t o  Chelsea - Found them all i n  a bust le  - the *@en h a m  sent  word that she should come 
there a t  half  pas t  three - A 1 1  the old pensioners 
were drawn up i n  a body - G it was a p re t ty  
s igh t  - She i'r 7. i l lbert  - & t h e i r  at tendants - (only two carriages arrived ab[ou]t 4 o 'clock 
- Hot being accoutred f o r  Royalty, L [ a d b  
Caroline (3 I d i d  not join  Lady Ear [ r ie ] t  Paget, 
but we had a very good s igh t  of them both - which 
I was very glad of - fo r  I had never h e n  so  
near the Gueen, or  seen T .  Albert a t  a l l .  I 
a h i r e  him Brhemd&y;&~;She looked nice - pale 2 
in te res t inv*  and she was very gracious & amiable 

'-7 ' t o  S i r  Edw ~ a r ] d  2: L [ad]y Har :rie]t - She went l n t o  
the Chapel 2 through the Wards. V e  d id  not g e t  
back from our excursion till past  n ine  o1 clock. 
Princess Augusta @ad been be t t e r  yesterday and the 
day before, but was s t i l l  i n  a very precarious 
s t a t e .  They had not y e t  heard t h a t  S i r  Henry had 
pronounced her out of danger. Iiad seen the Pishop 
and Lady Harr ie t  i n  Jrosvenor Square, on her way 
through London on Tuesday. They were t o  go back 
t o  Cuddesdon on Saturday, and soon a f t e r  t o  



57. Blithfleld.  
Friday evening. 
[lst half of 
the 19th cent. ] 

5Ef Blithfield.  
Thursday. 
[ A ~ .  18511 

Longbridge, and then t o  Canterbury. The Bishop 
had said he ought t o  write t o  Austin, or he wou 
very l i k e l y  not f ind him a t  Canterbury the day I 
wanted him. 

The same t o  the same. 

'How you was blessing your stars a l l  yesterday 
tha t  you were not a t  Ryrkley Lodge! and indeed 
I must confess you had not a very grea t  loss .  I 
was very sorry f o r  the Sneyds, who did the  thin^ 
as well m it could be done. - The day seemed t o  
be clearing up a t  about one olclock, s o  we dl 
went, & had time t o  shoot ends before the r a i  
began again; and then it poured torrents  every 
body was driven i n t o  the house. (Happy they who 
got near the f i res !  ). The shooting had not been 
b r i l l i a n t .  Lady Caroline Le,a;e had won the first 
l ad ie s f  pr ize,  ' a  very handsome amethyst c laspf  
Dick had won a r ing and a snuff box, Frank had 
brought back a gold toothpick case. I t  had been 
the thinnest  meeting she had ever seen. News of 
the family and friends.  Had showed his baw t o  fiil 
Finch, who had sa id  it was a t r i c k  Uaringls Bowb 
were very apt  t o  play, and recomnended returnin4 
it. 

The same t o  the same. 

Had been driving t o  Brereton and had found his 
l e t t e r  a t  the Rugeley post office. Had but a fet 
minutes t o  express the comfort it was t o  her t o  
see h i s  hand and t o  hem from himaelf. Fe l t  sure 
he would ins tan t ly  go t o  poor Lady Isabella, 
land I a l so  fee l  t h a t  nobody e l se  would be the 
same comfort t o  her t h a t   yo^ would be. I t  is 
heart-breaking t o  think of her! Knew how great  
and i r reparable  a los s  it was t o  him. "dilliam 
& h i s  bride come on Saturday.' 

59 Elithfield.  The same t o  the same. 
Saturday. 
[A@. lS51] Had wri t ten t o  Adams (our houeekeeper) t o  des i re  

her t o  prepare his roam, and t o  ge t  the wr i te r ' s  
room ready f o r  dear Lady Isabel la ,  ' i n  carse i t  
should be required. Qf cauree we can only be 
gmioue  t h a t  the house ahould be of any use it can 
be t o  her, G t o  yourself. I am very sor ry  t h a t  she 
should haw determined upon u n d e r t a w  what 1 fear  
is a trial beyond her streng4h - but I f ee l  sure 
that you are r igh t  i n  not opposing it, i f  she h a  
s e t  her mind upon it. Fel t  her gr ief  was too deep 
and overwhelming t o  venture t o  write t o  her. Was 
sure he would, i f  the opportunity should occur, 
exprese, e l l  she would wish to. Adds a postscript:  
I W f l l i a m  & Lucia arrived soon after 3 o'clock, - 
escorted by a troop of Yeome.nry from the Rugeley 
s t a t ion  - there were triumphal arches, - bands, 
be l l s  ringing, & the ground i n  f ront  of the door 
here strewed w[it]h flowers. 30 one ever had a more 
cordial  welcome i n t o  a family. After limcheon 
~ [ i l l i a ) m  took her a l l  round the garden ;Ic - cL Ins 



6a. Bli thf ield.  
Thursday. 
[?  A u g .  18511 

6l. Elf ord Hall. 
Xonday Eth. 
f ?  Aw. 
2 18591 

62. Elf ord Hall. 
26 Aug. 
[1859 1 

now driven her t o  the Park! - The day has been 
beautif'ul. My Lord has been very nervous - I am 
glad f o r  all t h e i r  sakes t h a t  the f i r s t  a r r i v a l  
is over. 

The same t o  the same. 

It had been a grea t  comfort t o  her t o  get  his 
let* a t  morning. Had been most anxious t o  
know huwlady IsabeUa had got  through tha t  
trying day. His account of her was as good as 
one could expect. Was s o  glad tha t  she had s o  
affectionate and devoted a fr iend with her as 
Lady Z m i l y  Pennefather was by his account. Hoped 
he would g e t  h m e  on Saturday. Fe l t  s o  anxiow 
he should have the  repose he must need so muc 
[letc]. Lady Dover had arrived before luncheon 
from Trentham. The h c b s s  of Sutherland e e t  
fo r  Scotland t h a t  naming. Lady Dwer had already 
won all hearts: l ' h t  an enchanting manner & 
countenance it is l l  Waa glad t o  hear he was 
tolerably comfortable i n  Eaton Square, 

The same t o  the same. 

It was very l i t t l e  she had t o  t e l l .  Had made no 
plans f o r  moving yet. Thought Lady Harriet wan ted  
her then, as  she was alone, (i.e. with littlc 
Jeasy.) knd even her intercouree with Fan Pagc 
i s  cut  off  - as her children have got t'ne meal 
S i x  of them are i n  bed with it since Saturday - cx 
~ T d b  ~ a r r r i a l t  i s  afraid of her l i t t e r  even 
get t ing it.' C'narles was Set te r  and had accepted 
Herveyfs invi ta t ion and w a s -  gone tha t  day t o  
Bli thf ield Rectory. :-Iervey had a l s o  aent ker I 

message, about paying him R v i s i t .  idas a lso  
engaged t o  go t o  Nethersede. He had probably 
hoard from Charlotte and L imy  h w  kind the Hopee 
had been i n  asking them t o  stay a t  Redgebury till 
the beginnins of September, so t h e i r  v i s i t  t o  
Fanny was deferred till October. Had had a be t t e r  
account of Yalter from Henny, who had said that 
M r  Jones thought Buxton would do good t o  Walter, 
and t h a t  they hoped he might be able t o  stand  the 
journey next week. News of v i s i t o r s ,  the wet 
weather and the bad prospect for  the harvest. News 
of friends,  including Lady Georgians Bathurat. 

The s,ame t o  the same. 

Wondered whether a l i n e  that day would catch him a t  
Keele before he started fo r  Scotland. Returned t o  
Elford H a l 1  yesterday, from Melbourne, where ehe 
had gone from b t h e r s e a l e  on Xonday, where she had 
been very agreeably surprised a t  finding Wdter  
and Henny, ' f o r  Harry Gooch had not mentioned 
them i n  h ia  inv i ta t ion  note and I was i n  the dark 
about their rn~vernents.~ Walter had looked poorly, 
as  was t o  have been expected, but walked very well. 
They were t o  s t ay  until Wednesday, when they went 
t o  Ruxton, and Keele. Describes the beauty of the 
gardens a t  Melbourne: IBoth Harry & Nrs Gooch seem 
t o  enjoy it thoroughly, ic t o  think themselves very 



fortunate (as indeed they are! ) i n  having got 
the place. iJews of f r iends and acquaintances, 
including the  forthcaning marriage of Lord 
Dalkeith and Lady Louisa Hamilton, which 'sounds 
l i k e  a very nice marriage[,] Charles G Sophy met 
her a t  EIlithLfieljd & admired her very much.' - 

63 &ton Square. The stme t o  the same. 
3 Oct. 
[1861] They had seen the announcement of Harr ie t  Williams' 

death i n  the  Morning Post of Monday, a t  Worthing, 
and the bu t le r  i n  Grosvenor Square had s e n t  t o  
Eaton Square on t h a t  day t o  inform them. Deeply 
lamented her l o s s ,  but  could not wish that a l i f e  
of such intense suffer ing should have been 
prolonged. Was glad she had been with :.liss Trot ter ,  
a most devoted and attaahed fr iend t o  her always. 
Was glad she l ~ d  been spared hearing of the  
destraotion of Capesthorne. It wazs very 
extraordinary that it should have happened on the 
same day that she died.  Should be very glad t o  g e t  
away from London, which looked dingy and dismal, 
and foggy enough a f t e r  Worthing. Was t o  go on 
Wednesday t o  Denton (IJorfoZk). Louchy wan t o  s leep 
a t  Eaton Square on Tuesday, and t o  go with her. 
L imy was t o  join Charlotte a t  Lady Istebella's on 
Saturday and on the  follawfng Saturday they were 
t o  go t o  the  other Denton. Lady G.3athurst wae i n  
town, ra ther  worse than be t te r .  

64- Denton. The same t o  the  same. 
ilov. $ 18611 A s  no post  came there on Sunday, she had only 

received h i s  letter t h a t  morning, and therefore 
could not enlighten him. 'Surely Kenrick - our 
dear mother's maid - died! - Her health was 
f a i l i n g  so  much t h a t  she was obliged t o  leave ( i n  
the  Spring of /34, I think) and I am under the 
impfesaion that we heard of her death not  very 
long a f t e r  - But my memory is bad, & I cannot 
r eco l l ec t  haw we were informed of it - G: therefore 
c a n ' t  be pos i t ive  about t h a t  f a c t  - though I 
can1 t believe she is still l iving.  She was a 
widow, but we never heard of her having any 

,ch i ldren .  Her name was  be, I am pre t ty  sure. 
No application has been made t o  UJ, - and it ie 
very odd that no p lea  should have been urged for 
applying f o r  r e l i e f  t o  m. If I am wrong i n  
believing poor Kenrick t o  have died long ago, G 
t h a t  should be a l ive  naw, & i n  want, - of 
course one w[oul]d f e e l  anxious t o  r e l i eve  her, - but no otner person of t h a t  name can have any 
claim upon us.' Gmments upon the weather, snow 
and ra in ,  'with a high cut t ing iJorth wind! ' Was 
not going t o  Castle Rising but would s t a y  at 
Denton till the middle of next week probably, 
'but whether 1 go d i r e c t  t o  London, or t o  Gorrmaaog 
on my way back, I do not y e t  knuw, not having had 
an ans[we]r from Susy Osborne yet . '  Fanny said 
t h a t  lJilliam and Lucia sometimes came t o  visit the  
Kerrisons, s o  perhaps they were going t o  t ha t  
year. idas glad t o  hear that the  dowager Duchess of 
Sutherland was i n  b e t t e r  health. 'dondared tha t  he 



had missed seeing young cluchessls t i t l e s  
gazetted i n  the Times. Only suppoeed t h a t  it 
was t o  please the dowager duchess t h a t  the Queen 
conferred t h e m ,  'but  I don't  know t h a t  it gives 
her any pleasure?' Adds a pos tsc r ip t ,  wondering - 
what s t a t e  A.Davenport was i n  and where, and t h a t  
she wae so r ry  for  poor Lady (? )  Hatherton. 

65 I3lit'nfield. The same t o  the same. 
24 3ec. 
i18611 Did not know t h a t  Walter had intended going t o  

King's Branley on his way t o  Guy's C l i f f ,  when 
she had directed her  l e t t e r  t o  'him a t  Keele, 
'begging 110 would impart the l i t t l e  it contained 
t o  you. Thanks him f o r  h i s  l e t t e r .  Had deferrr  ' 
writing till to-day, as she might heve more t o  
tell him a f t e r  Williamls return.  'He came back 
by the -&press Train, B was not here till ten  
o'clock l a a t  night. I t  was a most sad E touching 
service! - but well  got through. The Xusic 
beaut ini l  - Several were much overset - 6r poor 
l i t t l e  Prince! Arthur s t i f l i n g  his sobs by bi t ing  
his  pocket handkerchief. - The D. of Cambridge 
<:Lord Palmerston were both prevented coming by 
i l l nes s .  ' d i l l i a m  d i d  not see the Duchess of 
Sutherland - but she was there - He saw her 
car [ r iaIge 2: servants - a l s o  the Dfuche ?ss of 
Buccleuch's & the D[uche]ss of Wellington's. One 
f ee l s  very anxious t o  hear how the Queen is  a f t e r  
Yne trial of t ha t  day.. They do not say t h a t  her 
health has suffered a t  present but she i s  much 
exhausted, t3 her s t rength  requires t o  be Kept up. 
Trincess fdice seems t o  be invaluable from her 
good sense G forethought as well  as  her a t ten t ions  
t o  2; care of the Queen. Zvery one r a i s e s  her. I 
dare say you have heard f r o m  the D 7 uchelss of S. 
- Lucia hears from her o r  Lady Constance 
frequently, which is  a comfort - f o r  one can think 

I of nothi-ng e l se .  - And tho1 full of admiration 
for the bravery&fortitudewithw[hi]ch the 
Queen has met t h i s  blow, it is impossible not t o  
f e e l  anxiety about her,  knowing how she adored 
F. Albert, 8: haw she l ean t  upon him. The loaa 
w i l l  be more & more f e l t  by her. Never was there 
a more universal gr ie f !  A aorraw t h a t  haa touched. 
every heart ,  of r i c h  & poor.' News of friends. I t  
would go hard with her not t o  have a s i ~ h t  of him 
and of Keele whils t  she was in  t'mt country, and 

.she hoped she should. 3ut a t  t h a t  time of per 
her courage for  journies depended much on the 
weather. h'ould be there a t  all events till the 
beginning of January and was t o  v i s i t  iu 'd ter  and 
Henny on her way back. Nunehan would be a great  
loss t o  them. Did not  know whether Edward Harcourt 
and Lady Susan were l i k e l y  t o  l i v e  t b r e .  Lady L. 
Cavendish had told  Lucia t h a t  her fa ther  was very 
akrious not  t o  be Chancellor of the University of 
Cmbr idge . 



66. Private Secretary's  The same t o  tne same. 
Cottage, Phoenix 
Park, [ilublin. ] 
27 Sept. 
[ ~ e  tween 1863 
and 18651 

67. Saton Square. 
G hpr. 
[18641 

It was blowing tremendously, and she was af ra id  
the gale  vwar. l i k e l y  t o  continue. George and )lay 
would not hear of her going so soon as Monday 
under any circumstances, so  she had agreed t o  
stay till Wednesday evening, cross then, and 
s leep a t  Holyhead. Her hope was t o  be with him 
on Thursday. The Channel F lee t  had arr ived i n  
Dublin Bay ear ly  yesterday morning. George Gooch, 
who was with Captain Phillimore, had come on 
shore, and George had seen him and asked him t o  
spend the day there.  He had not appeared and Chey 
supposed the wind was too high for  h i m  t o  come off  
the ship. There were banquets and b a l l s  t o  be 
given t o  the  o f f i ce r s ,  but i f  it went on blaring 
so hard the admiral would not s tay.  There were 
seven ships. They 'had dined a t  the Lodge with 
Lady Caroline Lascelles. May had chaperoned the 
Misses Lascelles t o  the opera, and the wr i te r  had 
gone too. Captain ~ h i l l i m o r e l  and the of f icers  of 
the Defence had sen t  her an inv i t a t i on  t o  go on 
board and dance from 1 t o  6 on Wednesday, which 
she ce r t a in ly  should not wish t o  do, even i f  it 
were not the  day of her departure. The Duke of 
Devonshire and Lady ( ? )  L. Cavendish were c m i w  
to-rnorruw t o  tie V.R.Lodge. A,Cay;tain.Bullsr was 
staying there ,  j u s t  returned f r m  Canada, whom 
she believed he knew. Had been t o  Chr i s t  Church 
cathedral  t h a t  morning. G. Zr May are  very kind, 
but I sh[oul]d be sorry t o  be quartered upon them 
very long. 

[I. Captain Augustus Phillimore, appoinhd i n  
command of Defence 1 Oct., 1G62. The ship was 
paid off  by June 18661. 

The same t o  the same. 

Wondered whether he had begun t o  think about 
taking wing and coming out  of his nes t?  ilid not 
think he had ever l e f t  it since she had been with 
him i n  October. %oped he would be making same 
London p l m a  before long. Walter to ld  them that 
Robert Curzon had asked him t o  cane t o  Arlington 
S t r ee t  on Friday next, which he hoped t o  do. ]Jews 
of the  fmily, the death of hIrs Moore, George 
Fortescuels e ldes t  daughter, and tile weddins of 
her s i s t e r  and Augustus FMlimore  . Had no Boubt 
that he heard much more frequently of b4;r Vincent 
than they did.  They had driven there bas t  
Thursday and the servant had to ld  them that he had 
been much be t te r .  News of Lady k o r g i a n a  Bathurst. 
I ' h t  an absurd fuss is  being made with Caribsldil  
- How we English do overdo everflhing, and 
exaggerate every feeling! - I f e e l  qu i te  vexed 
t h a t  the  D. of Sutherland sh[oul 'd i n v i t e  him t o  =I Stafford House1 - He i s  a f ine[ ,  brave so ld ie r ,  - but a brigand, & a Revoiutionist - 6: not used 
t o  good Society, I sh[oulH think - tc i t  appears 
w [oulld have been well content t o  be l e f t  i n  
peace & quiet .  



&. Eaton Square. 
Friday. 
[? 18641 

69 Eaton Square. 
28 l4ar. 
[2nd half  of 
the 19th cent. ] 

73. Eaton S q w e .  
26 XOV. 

i2nd half  of 
the 19th cent. ] 

'77. Eaton Square. 
Konday . 
[2nd h d f  of 
the 19th cent. ] 

The same t o  the same. 

Had already desired t h a t  the  box containing the 
f r u i t  s h d d  be sent  back, and believed it was 
gone: 'It did contain such beaut i ful  grapes! and 
the pears w u  be very good, I have no doubt - 
They w i l l  wait  t o  be eaten. '  They had been so  
generous as t o  give some of  the grapes t o  Lady 
I sabe l la ,  who w a s  very worthy of them, and was 
anxious t o  know whether the white one8 vere 
'Golden Hamburg'? Walter would not allaw her t o  
delay her  v i s i t  t o  Denton, a s  he was going frm 
home, so her B l i t h f i e ld  v i s i t  was s t i l l  uncertain. 
Lizsy and she had seen Mr Vincent pesterday, who 
was confined t o  the  home with a swelled face. 

The same t o  the  same. 

Thanked him f o r  h i s  l e t t e r ,  They had been very 
glad t o  hear of t he  a r r i v a l  of J a l t e r  and company 
a t  Keele a t  l a s t ,  though she feared Walter was not 
a t  d l  i n  good case. Did not know of  Hennyls cold 
and BOB throat .  Camments upon t'ue w e t  weather 
end cold e a s t  wind. H a d  accepted dr iving i n  an 
open carriage wit'n Gertrude t h a t  day, whicii she 
hoped she would not repent. k ' i l l ieun had appeared 
on Tuesday afternoon, having cone up from 
Bl i th f i e ld  t o  look a t  a house i n  Grosvenor S t r ee t ,  

& sane others t h a t  I had seen f o r  them. ' They 
required such a large house and the pr ice  of 
houses was so high t h a t  year. Perhaps tiiy might 
come darn a f t e r  Earster. A son of 14r Eiilliam 
Russel l ' s  had met with a very bad accident. Was 
dreading a new cook and housekeeper next week. 

The same t o  the  sme .  

The game had j u s t  arrived, it would make a wry 
pleasant va r i e ty  from the weeks of mutton. Thanked 
him a l s o  fo r  t he  promised grapes. Had he eeenbthose 
P ~ e t  cousins, when they had come t o  shoot his 
pheasants? And what s o r t  of youths were they in 
appearance? 'They have been c rue l ly  ill used by 
t h e i r  fa ther ,  i n  having n e i t i i r  education nor 
employment given t o  them.' B i s  ' on l s  news1 t h a t  he 
was very well was the most s a t i s f ac to ry  he c o d d  
send then. The a l te rna t ions  i n  the weather were 
wonderfully rapid,  i ron  f r o s t s  and w a r m  and wet. 
News of r e l a t i ves  and friends.  GJillim and Luaia 
had very good naturedly invi ted her t o  come t o  
B l i t h f i e ld  for  Christmas. Had not decided t o  do so 
yet .  Long r a i l  road journeys i n  the winter 
required courage now. tilow very shocking the , 

Catastrophe of L [ad ]y Char ; lot t ]e  Chetwyndl s 
death!' Had no news t o  t e l l ,  'except t h a t  Lady 
Talbot de Malahide died t h i s  morn :in]g - w [hi ]ch 
does not Fnterest  me.' [ ~ e t t e r  incmple te . ]  

The same t o  the same. 

Could not  express her pleaaura or grat i tude fo r  
the  letter she go t  t h a t  morning from him. I t  was 
a moat agreeable and kind proposal, and she would 



be ' too izawpyl t o  go t o  hiin. If he (or Eason) 
would w r i t e  a l i n e  t o  order a fly t o  be ready 
f o r  her a t  Whitmore a t  3 on Wednesday, she w d d  
be much obliged. ' I t  i s  too hot fo r  pleasure here - and they say the r i ve r  is  ge t t ing  dreadful 
and t h a t  it w i l l  be hardly possible fo r  
~ a r l [ i a m n ] t  t o  s i t  very long. Luckily t h a t  ha 
not reached us. Lady )lildred Hope i'z. were t o  go 
t o  I3ed.ebury on Tuesday, and the w r i t e r  supposed e t n a t  C,harlotte]  and LLizzy] would be going in the  
course of next week. Lady I sabe l la  was in despair 
t'nat she could not  receive any of them till a f t e r  
1 A ~ q p s t ,  but her cook wae s o  ill she had been 
obliged t o  send her home fo r  a month. 

72. Elford H , d l .  The same t o  the same. 
Thursday. 
[2nd hdlf of Was sure he had f e l t  sor ry  fo r  her when he saw 

the 19th cent. ] her lovely bunch of clove carnatfons l e f t  b h i n d .  
Ihd not recovered her vexation. H a d  had ha l f  an 
hour t o  wait a t  Wtmore .  An elderly gentleman 
two ladies got  i n t o  the same carr iage with 
herself ,  going t o  Lichfield,  and a t  Tiorton Rriuea 
Archcleacon ?loore 'had got  in, ' c they were a11 
glad t o  meet! d id  not know him - but C['harlo 
~ L i z z y  met him at Blithfield, - & I thought h 
looked as i f  he had some idea who I was, so  I made 
acquaintance with  him before he l e f t  the Train. 
Very agreeable he seemed t o  be,' These had been 
no f l y  a t  Tamworth and the wr i te r  had t ravel le '  
t o  Charles's door i n  an omnibus. Colonel Fagot 
being unwell, ' 2 :   ad Iy I iarr ie t  having kindly 
urged my cotiiing t o  her, I came on here - 
arrived a t  a l i t t l e  b f o r e  seven.' Gertrude had 
been very ill with diptineria a t  Clifton. hi? 
enjoyed t h e  for tn igh t  she had passed with him. 

and 

.3 -- 




