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CORRESPONDENCE

Io Ralph Speyd (d.1870) from Charlotte Augusta Sneyd (d4.1882)

T Wednesday. Clharlotte] Alugusta] Sneyd to
(1814 or Rlalph] Sneyd, at Longleat.
later ]

While the Duke of Clarence was
talking she would try to write to
him. iMama seemed better and they
intended setting out to-morrow. Last
night Lady Stafford had sent [sic]
Walter her box at Drury Lane, to see
Kean in Richard III. Walter had
accordingly made his party himself,
Eliza and Frederic FitazClarence,

Mrs (2) Hooper, Henry Ashley and
herself. There had been 'a very
Radical audience.' The part of the
Larl of Richmond had been played by
'Morcas Curius Deatatus Junius
Erutus Booth.' Believed that Eliza
[FitzClarence | would marry Lord
Errol, but it was not yet settled.
The Duke of Clarence said that his
guardian, Lord Huntley, had been
very kind about it. It had been very
entertaining watching the influx of
peers into London that day. The
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queen was to have a guard of honour to go to
the House. The writer's head was so confused
with all the horrors of packing that she could
think of nothing else to tell him.

The same to the same [in Florence ].

liad to write a few lines to him to show that she
had not forgot his birthday. They had all been
drinking his health. Had not got much news, 'as
we all go on much as usual, except that naughty
Frizzle has got the whooping cough.' Papa had
gone last Thursday to London and from thence to
Cheltenham. Longed to hear from him how he liked
Florence, '& that you are not fallen into the
hands of Swindlers, &c.' Wonders whether any of
the things would arrive at the Florentine Gsllery
from the Louvre while he was there. If they did
not he would be out of luck to miss them at both
places. Wished he would try to sketch while he
was in Italy, 'any sort of scratches, to give us
an idea of the places you go to.' Could not spin
the nothing she had to say any further.

With, postscripts (2), from Elizabeth and
Georgiana Sneyd, wishing him joy of his
birthday. ,

The same to the same, in Paris.

When so many in one house wrote, all their letters
could not be very interesting, would not excuse
herself writing one more to him, but would excuse
him reading it. Longed to have him safe at home
again, ten months was so long to have passed
without having seen him. lews of marrisges,
including Princess Charlotte's, for which the
writer and Georgy had been to the queen's house

to see her dressed, and of Lady Charlotte lleville's.
ladeline Carnegie was to be married soon, '« then
you have to make acquaintance with your cousin,
Alfred Bagot.' Hoped he had bet'er weather abroad
than they had in England, where it was nearly as
cold as it was at Christmas, 'which is not genteel
of it, seeing that it is the 13th of May.' They
had been lucky about getting to the play, 'having
been three times to Covent garden, & once to the
opera, within a fortnight. - We are going this
morning with Grandmema, Frank, & H[ ? ] & George
Gooch to sece the Fanorama of Waterloo, which they
gay is very good. ~ I must go and get ready for
ihoess

The same to the same, in Florence.

Would take the advantage of writing him a stupid
letter that would cost him nothing. The house had
at lest quite emptied itself. The party had admired
his Shakespeare. 'l suppose you have heard before,
of the [dog] prince's death, after a very few days
indisposition; it was very sudden as we heard both
of his illness & death to-day. What a loss he will
be! who shall we find to replace him?' It had been
a great disappointment to them to hear that the
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ot
Disjiowes were not coming. Had he got on much
with his Italian, 'or are the roads too jolting
to be able to see in a book?' They wanted to
know whether the long story in the newspaper,
named 'A Visit to Waterloo' was the description
of his visit there. Adds a postscript, 'The poor
Prince is just buried. He was carried in state
to the rick-yard; the two asses were chief
mourners. '

The same to the same.

OQught not to write to him again yet, because

she thought it degrading oneself to write a
second letter before the first had been answered,
but begged him to send her a Morning Pogt after
the ball at Carlton House. '(If you sh Joul Jd
happen to write the article, let it be very
detziled).' The family enjoyed a pretty tolerable
state of health, Mama was pretty well at present,
but as she did not drink the waters it was no
thanks to Bath. 'For my part, I only wonder that
every body does not die here for want of air,

for (as Mrs (7] Modan emphatically observes)

"you might as well live at the bottom of y(oulr
wash hand bason, as at Bath"!!' Lord and Lady
Cawdor were there and she heard that Lady Erskine
was coming next week. llews of other friends.
Papa, Harriet and the writer had been to a party
at 'L'Abbe Citrous' (Mr Lemon's)'& finally agreed
that it sh{oul]d be the last trial - we couhted
when we went in 30 old Ladies, and 5 old
gentlemen in the room, w[hi Jeh formed the whole
assembly. There never was any thing said more
true than Juin's observation, that Bath was "the
finest place in the world for old Fowls to roost
in"! But seriously we are rather more reconciled
to the Place since some very pretty gardens just
opposite our house have been opened & then the
shops are beautiful, & the rides are very pretty.!'
Lizzy and Walter had been vaccinated on Saturday.
The apothecary had hunted up an old mark on the
writer's erm, 'w[hi Jch he thought would do.'
Further news of friends, including Fauche.

[Louisa Sneyd and ] the same to the same, at
Keele.

(Louisa Sneyd ]: Lord Cawdor had died at 2 o'clock
that morning. Had heard of Lord Sheffield's’
death from Mrg Dodson, and from Lady Georgiana
Somerset of her sister Lady Charlotte's marriage
with Mr Leveson Gower.

(Charlotte Augusta Sneyd ]: Mama desired that

she should finish her letter, 'but it appears

to me that she has said all that is to be said.'
Harriet and the writer had been to see Jagger's
pictures and had admired Mrs Arbuthnott's
extremely. It was at that moment thundering and
lightening most furiously. Augustus Legge was
there, and Lord William Fitazroy was going to stay

another week.
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Clharlotte] Alugusta] S|lneyd] to the same, poste
restante Rome.

Thought it a very long time since they had had
any intercourse, but her life had been so very
uniform for the last good while that she had
left it to Harriet and those who had more
materials for a letter, to write. He might bless
the good fates that placed him in Italy that
winter, the cold here was more intense that he
could imagine, 'the thermometer a few days ago
was at 20 at Richmond, w(hi lch you know is a
warmish situation.' News of visitors, including
Walter, 'for his Xmas holidays', for whose
entertainment they had been acting charades,
'dalter was stuffed, & padded & dressed in a
brown curly wig, with a star & garter to
represent the King, & really looked so exactly
like him & took off his manner so uncommonly
well, that I wloulld have given a great deal for
you to have seen him. Fanny also dressedL,| first
as Lady llaryborough, & then as Lady Londonderry,
looked & acted her parts to admiration.' He would
have heard of Mr Canning's having won the king's
heart by making Lord Francis Conyngham under
secretary of state. 'L{ord Alvenley in
Consequence calls him L{or Jd Canningham & says
that Mr Canning has retired to Gloucester Lodge
to cultivate a pair of lustachices.' Lord Francis
Leveson had gone to Spain, not because he is
tired of his wife. Was painting very hard, 'do
not imagine that I mean to insinuate that the
painting is hard, because of course that is soft
& mellow to a degree!! but industriously, to
finish a large Virgin's head that I am about,
before I go to Town.' llad not yet done his
picture, 'because I intend it to be a chef
d'oeuvre, & none of my productions have yet

come under that denomination. - A propos of the
fine arte, (vou may have discovered that I am
become fond of linking my sentences together,
w(hileh is owing to Vr Wilmot's telling me that
my observations always come in by the head &
shoulders,) any little piece of music that you
w(oul’d bring me from St Peter's, I will promise
neither to dance to, nor to laugh if any body Else
shloul]d be inclined to so so; - but to play it
in a most pathetic manner, it being a sort of
music that I am very fond of.' The opera had
opened, Lord Granville could not afford to have a
box that year. Must think this a very 'Londony!'
letter, but home news was at a standstill. Wished
him happiness and health in the new year.

With, postscript, from Walter Sneyd, hoping to
receive a letter from him when he was at
Totteridge. Did not believe he would go to
Westminster 'till after next Christmas.

'Yr Jekyl has published a most capital
advertisement stating that he has opened

an office in Town for the purpose of
furnishing Country Houses with guests after
the manner of a Circulating Libtrary - with
a catalogue of the people...'
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The same to the same, in Paris.

Thanks him for his letter. Had been intending

to write him every day for the last six weeks,
and as regularly had put it off in the hopes of
making her letter more entertaining. Was he
aware what heavy complaints were laid against
him on the score of writing? Did not mean by
themselves but by the rest of his friends, with
Charles Percy at the head of them. The latter
desired her to say 'that he shloul Jd Consider
himself as the meanest of human creatures if he
wrote to you again before you did so to him.'!
Seriously recommended him to write a circular
letter to send all his angry correspondents.
Lady Elizabeth Conyngham's marriage with Lord
Burford was settled and occasioned no little
surprise. 'l believe he is a very good sort of
man, but the most ridiculous ever seen « what

is still worse he has once been confined for
madness - he is very little & mesquin looking,

& wears sometimes loose pantaloons with frills
at the bottom, & sometimes tight ones buttoned
all up his leg with gold buttons; notwithstanding
which, he is so ghy that he hardly ever ventures
to open his lips.' Lord Gower's marriage was to
take place at 6 o'clock on Wednesday evening, at
Devonshire House. Lord Normanby had appeared at
Devonshire House last Friday in a splendid blue
waistcoat covered with gold stars. Lady liorley
had asked Mr Luttrell whether he had seen the
waistcoat, 'to wlhi]eh he answered "Yes, but

I thought it would have suited Lord Orrery
better..."' A great many changes had taken place
in their neighbourhood, the Bathursts had moved
to the house opposite the one they had had in
Stanhope Street, the FitzClarences were to go to
a house in Charles Street, 'just by our stables,
& that horrid Sir John & L|ad Jy Maria Stanley
are to come to their!s.' W.5cott's new book
(¢uentin Durward) had just made it appearance. It
was in quite a new style, the scene being laid
in France, '& scems as far as I have read very
en[terta lining.' Felt so old she thought she
must have slept for about twenty years without
being aware of it. Harriet was going to 'Ashted'
L2 Ashftead ] for Epsom. 'We, that remain,
have (w[ifjth the exception of Almack,']s) no
gaieties but dinners in view for the ensuing
week - viz - at Harrowbys, Granvilles, &
Liverpools.' It was said that Lord Henry Thynne
was to marry a nice little Lady Charlotte
Beatrix, who was just come out, and Lord
Ellenborough liiss Isabella Forrester. Thought it
unfair that Lord Gower should have £31,000 a
year when Lord Francis had only £6,000 when he
married. 'Lizzy is learning at & riding school,
& enjoys leaping, plunging &c so much that I am
horridly afraid she will amuse herself w i Jth
teaching Patience to perform feats in that line.'
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The same to the same.

Lizzy and the writer had come to Bedgebury Park
on Thursday and had found a house full of people,
Dr Phelps, the Master of Sidney Sussex College,
Cambridge, his wife, daughter and three sons,
Professor Owen, My Callow the artist and his
wife, Mr Glynn Vivian, and Frank and Gerald
3alfour, and, she believed, some Icelanders
were coming that day, a Mr and Mrs Magnussen.
Professor Owen was a charming old man and read
poetry better than anyone she had ever heard.

Mr Hope and Lady Mildred were going for a few
days to Eicton, Lord Rolle's, but they had
insisted on theiwriteyiand her sister staying
until they returned. Had had a letter that
morning from Lady Emma Osborne, to announce her
sister Blanche's marriage to a Colonel ilorris,

a brother of Sir John Morris, whose mother was
a sister of Lord Torrington. It was a very poor
marriage, but they liked Colonel liorris himself.
Had seen Lady Brownlow the day before she had
left London and had found her rather better, but
still very ailing. Lady Brownlow greatly feared
she would not be able to visit Keele. Mr Goschen
had boughtta. place near Bedgebury and was going
to build a new home. News of other friends.

The same to the same.

He would want to hear news from hence and from
Elford (Hall], so would send him some. Had left
Lady Harriet better than she had found her, but
very feeble. Jesse Allen and the Pagets were very
attentive to her. News of guests at GCuy's Cliff,
including Charles Percy. There had been a letter
from Isabel Percy that morning from Torquay,
giving a most interesting account of the rescue
of a Miss (?) Kinloch from the Normandy. Had
heard from Fanny of Lady Louisa Primrose's death.
Mr Bass had taken Beaudesert for himself and made
over his own place to his eldest son.

fhe same to the same.

Had to write and thank him for the very pleasant
hamper of ferns, etc., which were a great .
addition to the conservatory. Hoped he was
enjoying the very pleasant change in the weather.
Had at last been able to put geraniums out on the
balcony of the house. Walter and Hengy and she
were going to the Horticultural Gardens that
afternoon, to hear the band, which Walter was
very keen about. News of friends. Was afraid
Minnie Downe had been very ill, but was getting
better. People were much occupied with all the
elderly marriages, Lord W. Osborne and Mrs
Villiers had kept their intentions very (?) snug
and nobody had known it till they had seen it in
the papers. Lord Howe's death had been expected
for some time. In enswer to his question about
mourning, she supposed the 7th June would be

the right day to leave it off, as it had been
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put on that day 6 months. Sir George Osborne
(widower of Lady Elizabeth Ker) was to marry
the eldest Misa Sitwell - 'another elderly pair'
- had heard of no young marriages.

Lli.B. The letter is dated Saturday, 13 May,
which is an error. The reference to the
death of the Hon. Rhichard William Penn
Curzon, Zarl Howe, shows it to have been
written in 1870, in which year 13 May fell
on a Friday. The letter was probably written
on Saturday, 14th].

The same to the same.

Yust begin her letter to him now, though the
flowers were not yet arrived. They were
disappointed at his account of himself. Advised
him not to walk too much, but to use the pony
carriage. lNews of relatives and friends, including
Eleanor Bagot, who was to come there on lst June.
The flowers had arrived, '& anything so lovely I
never saw!! They were as fresh as if they were
that moment gathered - & you cannot think how
sweet they make the room. I feel as if you must
have stripped the North House to have sent me
such a magnificent supply - but they are
thoroughly appreciated!' They had duly gone to
Lady Horton's and the exhibition. Did not think
there were any very striking pictures, 'but a
good many pretty ones.' Lady de la Zouche was to
be buried on Saturday. Had been to a private view
of the pelargoniums, heaths, clematises, etc., at
the Horticultural, which were beautiful. Princess
Mary of Teck had been there and had talked to her

oftthe White Lodge and how it brought the Duchess

of Gloucester and all her old friends to her
mind. She had been looking very handsome.

The same to the same.

Must keep him au fait of things there. Ifleanor
Bagot had arrived there last Wednesday. Lady
Louisa Legge had dined there yesterday. Had had

a visit from George and Lady Louisa Fortescue
yesterday. Eleanor and the writer had driven
yesterday to the botanic garden in Regent's FPark,
to see John Waterer's rhododendrons, '& anything
so beautiful I never saw! They were arranged wit:.
wiit]th so much taste, besides being such a
splendid shew of flowers.' They were going to see
the other Waterer's show at the Horticultural.
Had found a lodging for Arundell Bouverie. lews
of other friends.

The same to the same.

The very bad weather had prevented her being

able to get out before yesterday to execute his
commission, but had now done it, and a parcel had
gone off to-day by the lorth Western Railway to
Whitmore, a very nice carillon box playing three
tunes, and the latest editions of 'Little Red
Riding Hood', 'Who Killed Cock Robin', and
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'Mother Hubbard and her Dog'. liad not much to
tell him., Walter was there and returned to Denton
to-morrow. He had had a great deal of business to
do, '& we féellvery anxious that it should be
guite gccure that he should get into no scrape by
acting for Louchy, he being the only other
Lxecutorj...' Walter and Lizzy and the writer had
dined with Lady Isabella Fitzgibbon yesterday.
They were rather uncomfortable just then because
the housekeeper's husband was dead at Paris '&
she went yesterday to find out all about it; so,
as we have no kitchen maid at this moment, we
thought we shloul Jd perhaps have no dinner,
however we have stumbled upon a very nice little
maid who is come for a few days - & gseems likely
to do what we want well enough to prevent our
being starved, & Mrs Potter hopes to return on
Tuesday.' 'lad a wretebed cold. The Robert Curzons
had come to town yesterday.

The same to the same.

Wrote one line to tell him that Arundell's little
operation had been done with great success that
morning. They were in an awkard fix with the
kitchen, the boiler having burst two days ago.
Hoped he did not go out much in that weather. Her
cold obliged her to stay at home altogether,
'which bores me extremely - but the sharp Zast
wind is so pernicious one cannot venture into it.'
The Bouveries had exceedingly nice apartments at
11 5t James's Place, 'so quiet - & nicely
furnished.'

The same to the same.

Wrote a line to say they concluded Wednesday would
suit him, and would he ask suson either to order
the Keele Fly, 'or a good Une horse Fly from
Whitmore, to be at the Whitmore station to meet
the 2.31 train from London on that day - larech
%lst. L always think the hustle of an arrival
however smell a one) is unwholesome - so I hope
you will let us go quietly up to our rooms & take
off our things, & we shall be ready to go to your
room, whenever you send for us.' lews of relatives
and friends, their health and the weather. The
new kitchen range was up and promised to be a very
good job. They were very pleased with the thought
of how soon they should meet.

The same to the same.

Thought he would like to hear that they had seen
Hughie [Downe ] and Lady Cecilia [Molyneux]. Had
never scen two people looking more intensely happy
and well satisfied with each other. 'L|adly
Cecilia is nervous about how his family may like
it - 'because' she said - 'l know I am so much

too old for him' - however Hughie decidedly does
not mind it, & it is of no consequence to anybody
else.' Congiders lMinnie Downe's attitude to the
marrisge. lews of other friends. Was sorry Lucas
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wag 111 and hoped he would recover. Had seen Lady
Gleorgiana ] Bathurst yesterday, who was much
interested and occupied with the Downe marriage.
Hoped Dr Walsh had doctored him well and that he
had no return of giddiness. 'We have had a grim
yellow dark fog here the last 2 days - more like
lovember than May.'

The same to the same.

Felt sure that Sidney or Minnie would have written
to tell him, but in case they should not she wrote
to tell him that Hughie Downe's marriage with Lady
Cecilia [Molyneux was settled. Considers this. They
had had a tremendous thunderstorm there yesterday.
Lewis Bagot had lunched with them on his way to
Ashfjtead.

[he same to the same.

lhey had been very gla? to receive his letter that
morning. Should be véry grateful for some grapes,
if he could spare them some. The Bouveries were

in town and Arundell was wonderfully well. Walter
wrote that he was coming to town that night, to
go to the D{uke] of (?) Aunali's Philobiblon
Preakfast the following morning. They had been to
look at Lady Clecilia] Molyneux's presents and
trousseau, had never seen so many presents. They
had given her an inkstend and candlesticks of
mixed Algerian merble and enamel - 'very pretty
we thought - we got them at Barry's.' They were
going to have 5 o'clock tea that afternoon. Had
never heard of so many marriages as were going on
just then. The chief gossip was about Lord
Carington's esclandre with the editor 'of the
scandalous newspaper the Queen's lessenger', and
Lord Courtenay's being obliged to flee the
country for forgery, at least such was the report.
Further news of friends.

The same to the same.

Thought he would be expecting them to send him
another bulletin from Denton. The last day or two
they had not been so good and Fenny had seemed

more anxious, but the writer could not help feeling
that his not being so well arose from his medicines
having been changed. 'Lver since he left of{ taking
the blue pill at night he haa gone back - &« I fesl
that his Liver is so thoroughly out of order that
he probably requires g long course of mild
mercurial treatment...' liews of friends.

The same to the same.

Had enguired for Charles Bagot but no one knew
anything of him. Concluded he was not in town, but
had directed his letter to Rugeley as she felt
pretty sure he would be home at Laster. Had been
to the Horticultural Garden and seen the secretary
about his tickets, who said the tickets had all








