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Postgraduate Modules, Courses and Programmes

Pathways to the Prescribing Studies (Open Learn) Awards

At Keele we offer a number of flexible options for you to achieve a postgraduate award that is relevant to you if you are working as a medical or non-medical prescriber, or as a practice-based pharmacist or prescribing adviser, particularly in primary care. 
The following is a summary of our Prescribing Studies Open Learn awards pathway. 

Open Learn pathway to Certificate, Diploma and MSc awards 

You would choose this pathway to study for the following awards:
· Certificate in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn)

· Diploma in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn)

· MSc in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn)

(Professional MSc course – includes Diploma in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn) plus 3 modules: Research Methods, Advanced Practice Development, Independent Study Project)
This is a flexible pathway that allows you to choose the modules that you study for the Certificate and Diploma awards by combining options from the CPD Plus+ and CPD Plus+ Open Learn portfolio to meet your needs. Prescribers who have gained credits via our collaboration with Therapeutics Plus can also use this pathway to gain an academic award.
You can choose from the options shown in the table on the next page. The 3 modules for the MSc are compulsory. Further details about the options are available on our website from this link:
http://www.keele.ac.uk/pharmacy/education/ps/ps_cpdplus/
Postgraduate Course and Module Options –Prescribing Studies Programme
Open Learn Pathway - all courses and modules are available to study individually
	

	CPD Plus+  5 credit courses:

	*Managing Angina

	*Managing Asthma 

	*Managing COPD

	*Managing Depression

	*Managing Diabetes

	*Managing Dyspepsia

	*Managing Heart Failure

	*Managing Hypertension

	*Treating Individuals

	*Managing Infections

	*Managing Joint Diseases

	*Managing Osteoporosis

	*Managing Palliative Care

	*Managing Substance Misuse

	*Managing Women’s Health

	*Rational Prescribing

	*Communication and Consultation Skills

	*Patient-Prescriber Partnerships in    

 Medicines Taking 

	*Developing your skills in Critical 

  Appraisal

	*Evidence-Based Practice and Clinical 

 Governance

	*Ethical Issues in Healthcare and 

 Prescribing

	*Licensing and Drug Development

	*Hazards of Drug Use

	*Monitoring Treatment

	*Pharmacology and Biochemistry

	Adv Practice Development (PhwSI) 15C

	CPD Plus+ Open Learn Modules: 10, 15 and 30 credit options – please contact the Course Manager.


CPD Plus+ Open Learn modules allow you to achieve the learning outcomes of the module with your Keele tutor, within the requirements that are necessary for a 10, 15 or 30 credit module. 
For example, you may wish to focus your studies for the Open Learn certificate award on developing your prescribing knowledge and skills in relation to diabetes beyond that of the 5 credit CPD Plus+ fixed content module. In this case, you may choose to do so by negotiating a 10, 15 or 30 credit Open Learn version of the module with your tutor as part of the overall 60 credits that you require for the Certificate in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn). 
NB: Therapeutic workshops offered by the National Prescribing Centre NPC Plus can normally be recognised as prior learning for CPD Plus+ and CPD Plus+ Open Learn modules.
The examples that follow show how Harpreet, a non-medical prescriber, Jennifer, a practice-based pharmacist and Julius, a GP, achieved their Open Learn awards.
Harpreet had been working as a non-medical prescriber for the last 18 months. She decided to use the module on Asthma on the Therapeutics Plus website for CPD purposes, then went on to register with Keele to gain 5 academic credits for this module. She wanted to achieve a postgraduate certificate award with Keele so she continued to study for a further 55 credits to gain the total of 60 that she needed. She chose five of the 5 credit fixed content CPD Plus+ modules since she felt that this would help her to expand her prescribing practice into other clinical areas, and two 15 credit CPD Plus+ Open Learn modules in negotiation with her Keele tutor.  After 6 months she had accumulated the 60 credits that she needed to be awarded he postgraduate Certificate in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn). 
====================================================================================
Jennifer had been working as a Practice-Based Pharmacist for three years. Given the focus of her medication review work in the practice for the next year, she feels that it would meet her CPD needs to complete Keele’s Prescribing Studies-1 course that is a fixed pathway with 12 core CPD Plus+ modules. She does this within 9 months of registering on the course. Having accumulated 60 credits, she was awarded the postgraduate Certificate in Prescribing Studies. 
She decided that she would like to study for the Diploma award and the practice agreed to support her. However, she wished to follow a more flexible route. She chose four 15 credit CPD Plus+ Open Learn modules that focussed on communication skills, patient-prescriber partnerships in medicines taking (Concordance), ethical issues and monitoring drug treatment . She completed these after a further 9 months. Having now accumulated 120 credits, she was awarded the postgraduate Diploma in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn).
Jennifer can use these credits towards completing the MSc degree in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn) in the future if she wishes using the Professional MSc Course. She has up to three years to do this since the total timescale to achieve the MSc is 5 years.
==============================================================================================================================
Julius had been working as a GP for six years. He felt that it would meet his CPD needs to complete some modules from Keele’s Prescribing Studies programme. In consultation with a Keele tutor, he chose to complete four 15 credit CPD Plus+ Open Learn modules, that focussed on angina, hypertension, heart failure and rational prescribing, over the next 12 months. Having accumulated 60 credits, he was awarded the postgraduate Certificate in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn).
After a few months he decided that he would like to study for the Diploma award. He chose a further two 15 credit CPD Plus+ Open Learn modules (diabetes and depression) and a 30 credit CPD Plus+ Open Learn module that focussed on patient-prescriber partnerships in medicines taking. He completed these after a further 9 months. Having now accumulated 120 credits, he was awarded the postgraduate Diploma in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn).
He can use these credits towards completing the MSc degree in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn) in the future if he wishes using the Professional MSc Course. He has up to three years to do this since the total timescale to achieve the MSc is 5 years.
==============================================================================================================================

Registration Options

1
On a named award route. 

For example, you can specify on the application form that you wish to apply for a place on one of the following:

· Certificate in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn)

· Diploma in Prescribing Studies (Open Learn)

A Keele tutor will then liaise with you to agree the modules that you wish to study. 

OR

2
On a module-by-module basis using CPD Plus+ or CPD Plus+ Open Learn modules/short courses. See table earlier for options available. 

For example, you could specify on the application form that you wish to register on the Prescribing Studies CPD Plus+ Evidence Based Practice and Clinical Governance module. On another occasion you might apply for a CPD Plus+ Open Learn module. If you apply and register in this way Keele will keep a record of your achievements and inform you of your award options as you progress.

Which pathway is best for YOU?
We hope that the information provided has helped you to decide on the pathway that suits you. However, you may still have some questions so please do not hesitate to contact a member of the Prescribing Studies Programme Team to discuss your needs further:

Jacqui Kinsey 
01782 734201

j.kinsey@mema.keele.ac.uk

Linda Foster
01782 734117

l.j.foster@mema.keele.ac.uk
Pat Black
01782 734132

p.e.black@mema.keele.ac.uk
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